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September 01, 2024
TheExpress Tribune

Chinese firm plans to invest in clean energy
Will set up first manufacturing unit for inverters, batteries

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Board of Investment, Privatisation and Communications Abdul
Aleem Khan on Saturday got assurance from Chinese group Hexing Electrical that it would
make heavy investment by establishing a new industrial unit, especially in the renewable
energy sector.

Hexing Electrical Chairman Liangzhang Zhou, along with a delegation, met the minister for
investment and informed him that it would be the first such industry in Pakistan that would
manufacture inverters and batteries following injection of massive capital.

Khan, while welcoming the company's decision, stressed that there were vast opportunities
for investment and substantial results could be achieved in current circumstances where
business environment was among the best.

He said that investors from other countries, including China, would be ensured provision of
extraordinary facilities, adding that the establishment of new factories would increase
employment and exports as well as give a boost to the economy.

The minister emphasised that transfer of industries from China and the setting up of new
factories on a large scale would be a very welcome step.

Assuring full cooperation to the business delegation, the federal minister remarked "Pakistan
values investment from China and will take relevant ministries on board to make this step
possible, for which stakeholders will also be consulted."

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2492592/chinese-firm-plans-to-invest-in-clean-energy

TheNews

Chinese group to launch Pakistan’s first inverter and battery plant
Israr Khan

ISLAMABAD: A Chinese investment group has expressed a strong interest in establishing
Pakistan’s first industry dedicated to manufacturing inverters and batteries. The proposed
investment is set to boost Pakistan’s emerging electronics sector, potentially driving
technological advancements and job creation. Liangzhang Zhou, Chairman of the Chinese
business conglomerate Hexing Electrical Group, led a delegation to Islamabad, where he met
with Abdul Aleem Khan, Federal Minister for Board of Investment, Privatization, and
Communications. Chairman Hexing Electrical Group said that his organization is serving in
90 countries with a workforce of 7,000 while Hexing Group has established factories in 20
countries. On the same pattern, it will set up a factory in Pakistan as well. CEO of Hexing
Group Xu Guoneng and Director of Sales Ma Zuoteng also briefed the federal minister on

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2492592/chinese-firm-plans-to-invest-in-clean-energy
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their investment plan in Pakistan. Director HR Europe of Hexing Group Junaid Hussain
threw light on the proposed project and activities of his group. Minister Khan welcomed the
initiative, highlighting Pakistan’s readiness to offer a conducive environment for foreign
investors. He emphasized the potential benefits of this investment, including job creation and
a boost to exports, which could invigorate the country’s economic prospects. Khan reassured
the Chinese delegation of comprehensive support from relevant ministries and stakeholders,
aiming to facilitate the establishment of these new factories. Minister welcomed the planned
transfer of industries from China to Pakistan, calling it a significant step. He assured the
Chinese business delegation of full cooperation, emphasizing that Pakistan values the
investment and will involve relevant ministries and stakeholders to facilitate the process.
Following the prime minister’s recent visit to China, Khan noted that increased joint ventures
reflect strong confidence from Chinese investors. He committed to acting as a goodwill
ambassador for Chinese investors and highlighted the importance of foreign investment in the
electrical sector for Pakistan’s development.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=338360

Express News

سپکگرہےب،2کبسادئکتگیئ
:دسمیبد 2 ہگ۔ دربرےپکتگسسپکگرہایتقیتےبںکتتدسیناکوصل کب76

کچنقیتےبرےدںسلمکنکہفمرکدیگ،31دربسادئتسپےبیئہسل تتکقب146دربرےپ
مکیئگ،32دربرےپکتگسشےع M-8 ڈیوسخ103کمس سادئکتگس��൭مکھن ۔7درب کت2027تمہگ

پرےٹکتبرےدںسلمہگ۔

79 کرےدںسلتعقہ،سھم6درب17کےڑرےپکدیبےببرےدںسلمہگ۔ درب93کےڑکسکریچےرکدج

2027ممہگ،دس س سیئہسل،ہشبیےدردنخدرسدی-328درب24کےڑرےپ 5درب97کےڑ ہمدقلدسلیس
ہچ۔ سلںمسپکت25دربادلسادئ37ےبںکت

https://www.express.pk/story/2696096/1/

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=338360
https://www.express.pk/story/2696096/1
https://www.express.pk/story/2696096/1/
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K2 Daily

https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_ICT&Page=Editorial&Date=2024-09-01

https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_ICT&Page=Editorial&Date=2024-09-01
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https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_ICT&Page=Classified&Date=2024-09-01

Nawaiwaqt News

سپکین
کتےققمجںچدرپہئےہںدوسسایدہدوسکمینمئرکدوشدرہد۔سپچکندےر چچکندقدیردہدری)سپ(
چکدرمندقدیققدےرتےنکدیبدےبہجنصفچکنکبدیاینکتدےریشققمدہکددردددکرہہبدومکی
رہہکیممہمئسکردبںدےرترتکبفےغدیمدہکددردددکےگ۔چکنکلسپداسلدہہکیچکنم

بدیاینکبی،ادیئکےبںکیم،صققدےرگددرررگہکققکہرییعدقدیققکفےغدیکدہہریہ۔دسےب
سنصفچکنکمہقںمققکودقپدہرہہبیچکلببہعبدےربقدونترسئکیسندےرمردسفدہکت

ہ۔
ینکادلسایککددردہہکںکہاینصفامتکعدمتےنکہریہبعدمکردئدےرتمچلںکمدےرمطرک
یہعدمکسپکادلسیگہکترہہدےرداسکب ک൭نکم دثدنداہنکیحبرکہ۔سپکادلسبایککددردہرہہکو

ئںکیادددنےیبپکترہہجسسپکیش،یجدےرتفدثدتکسممدم۔
و
یمعایش،یسدےریجہپ �س

کددردددکداسبےجدکچدےرلئبسمیئ۔بدےمتاینامتکغدندا ثبت دہچبیتددماینسپکادل�سی�سیم
مپکہجکےجسمشکےشتدےرغفںپدہئ۔داسہےہایککحمصمددتکتدیخصینتدی

ککشکےہجسنصفعدمکصامتترسئممتپیئبکدیہسمیئجکقئسدوےرتتبن
چھدیدلظدریئجسپکمینمطکترہ۔ ی൭ک ی۔یےجہکسپکہنےدلرےامہگمادق�م

سپکینکجدرحمفیکدرمنداسےبکبرےمردئدےراتتکجہ۔دسےبکمدےرمردئرک
ےدللگہ۔مردئکلملگداسےبکخکلبلمدےرچکنکلبلصدیمقمسہجمسچکلملگ
سپکخمچکرےیدتسکدیدہجےسہ۔چکنکتمدےرسپکلمداسےبکچکنکیشققکلدہدےردئہ
سدےرصققسممرےاگرکودقپدہںگدےرمیشققک

مقدردیہ۔ےہسہکسپکتتدت،ادیئککےرثمیکسن
ینگمنہگجیقیکالہکسپکےجسچکنچکقضںکیلمپیئگدےریندلےقمداسسچکنک

دیےبکطرکدی ی دقدیتدمریکمدثدتمتہںگ۔چفلملتقبسپکچکخمدثےرسخکبینلی
یکلےببسیتہجخمچکقتکبینککشہ۔چکنم م

سن ہ۔داسینکتسپکصفدقدینبدیویجمی
کیقیکالہکسپکتکینےدلققکایدہدئہچکنکمصہقںکہگجبسہقندنداہیئگ۔جداسک
یہجای،سش کعسپکلمںکالہکداسےبکیرےمکدئہہگدےرچکنکیعققکفےغمگ۔سپکین�سیم
ئنیتہ۔

و
ای،دےرمتدےریسپدرمکتشدسکسسیریہجںسپودفدےرفلنیتدےرنہئنکمکدپ

�سیمککسککددربدہہگ۔سسدہکمتمکہدسل
ن ≛
حکوئم،ای،سشای،تدددرےںدےرت م�میںسیپینکادل�سی

کتمکبینکریلکنکیایمہتہ۔سپسمقئسیگہکیمتمدددرےںکہمددریہدےردہقئ
دورسہںگامینےنممپہگ۔تمکسپکایکدعدملکضےرتہ۔ایکبسپکیمتکہمددریک

https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_ICT&Page=Classified&Date=2024-09-01
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ثتدیہگدےرکبمکےپدکصرتمایکنصفمکےپدکجدبدییہبسپپمینکتدےرمینکفےغب
ایکہمددریہ۔ایکیہکےہغیادردندےرتکمریرٹکےتکعدمکدورسامتفدہکیس۔چکنمیسپک
سسدہسہلراوجدنہ۔داسلضےرتداسدمکہکتدددرےںمسپکیگہکدنمہ۔تونسیمککسککددرببدہہج
ینکوےریںپتکسہدےردونکننہکسہدےردیدقدمتزیکسہجکرےشممکےپدکحتشکیسہ۔یبت
کمیںایےردونلئدےرکتہںکننہکیبداحضےریہ۔لس دورسہکسپکتکردہملئہدےربسکتہںبلئ⌵
پکینداسالکہدنمیہکسپچکنکیشققکلدیتریوقہ۔سپچکنکیشدوفکدیکیکددرددد

کسہ۔دےرہہصرتمسپکطشہدہدفکطشہےقممکیہ۔
https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2024-09-02/page-6/detail-1

September 02, 2024
Express News

مکمکنکچیدتکےینتئتہ،ےایدع ی سپکدپہشیلی
:دسمیبد دےرچنہمےقمچکنکغمےط مشاشینکہکچکچدےسےقکہیامئکیرددقیہ ےایدع

ستدیہ۔

ثکتتممبیدےرچچکن یسنح چکنمتتچسگناشدنسممتمےایدعشاشینککچکچدلر
دقدیردہدریکدپہشیکلمککمکنکچیدتکےینتئتہ۔

چکچدےسےقکہیامئکیرددقی دنںنمیککچکچدےسدےوںکلکستستخدےرملدمدےرققکلیتیہ،
ہدےرچنہمےقمچکنکغمےطستدیہ۔

شاشینچےایدعسگممیککچکنچکستدشرمللج،یعہہن،دیاردعےدیشںمدشدکک
فےغکتدہںہ۔

بوجدت۔ ممتمیئےایدعےےایخرجدسقادر،ےایدعکیےنیصترقدطدےرمدفدن
https://www.express.pk/story/2697132/1/

سپککمکنےدلغمںکحںکتتسمیگ
:دسمیبد ےادرتددخنسپےبککمکنےدلغمںکحںکتتقمدسمپکدی۔

دسدیاصدقکایصدرتقمدسکدجسمےادرتددخنسل2020ت2024کدرمنچغمدےریچنبشےںکحںکتت
تگردحہئ،جکنمچنغمںسچندفددیںبہئ۔

پک۔جکقبسھمچدےریچنبشےںکتدꢸک�یمت

ےادرتددخکقبسچنمچبشےںک2حہئ،جمتدفدداخہئجوخندمچبشےںک2حہئ،جمدے
وخندم19یملگشہئ۔ یوئرٹدہرشج17چبشےیںبدےر یکم �م

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2024-09-02/page-6/detail-1
https://www.express.pk/story/2697132/1
https://www.express.pk/story/2697132/1/
https://www.express.pk/story/2696955/1
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دوےیکقبسل2024کپسمئمخامتک2208یکیکگ،خیکیم89دہہدہکہئدےر328کہفرکگ۔
ےادرتددخنرییجدبمایکدسننستیپےںکددخکرےکدےردہہدتںکدسلمینےدلدسدےروددک

مکرےککلدقدمتکیرہہ۔

دنددکتددسپیکقمچل2024کمدہترہ ےادرتددخنایکدحکبڑےنکعیریہجسنردسںکادنکیرہہ،
دنددکتددسپیکقمچلککمدےکمریکبسلیئگ۔ چہ،

https://www.express.pk/story/2696955/1/

Jang News

چےیچنبشےںک5سلمکحہئ؟تسمیگ
قمدسدجسمچدےریچنبشےںک5کسکدےردنہنےدلحںکتتیریکدیگ۔

ےادرتددخنقمدسم24-2020کدرمنچدےریچنبشےںکحںکتپک۔

تمایگکسھمچدےریچنبشےںک3دہہدحہئ،جم5غمدےر5یمدفددیںبہئ۔

ےادرتددخنایکسچنمچبشےںک2حہئ،جم3دفدداخہئ،وخندمچبشےںک2حہئ۔

یوئرٹدہرشہئ،17چبشےینکبایہرگج19یملگش یکم قمدسکایککپمچدےریچنبشےںکحںم�2م
ہئ۔

ےادرتددخنتمایکسل2024کپسمہمخامتک2208یکیکگ،خیکیم89دہہدہکہئدےر328
کہفرکگ۔

قمدسکایگکتیپےںکددخرےککلدقدمتکیرہہ،دہہدتںکلدسدےروددکمرےککدقدمتکی
رہہ۔

https://jang.com.pk/news/1386707

September 03, 2024
PakistanObserver

Xinjiang, Balochistan and FATA
Qamar Bashir

IN Pakistan, we often adhere to the belief that force is the primary solution for dealing with
terrorists, extremists, separatists, insurgents and even civil unrest, whether it involves
political, religious parties, students, or civil society. The prevailing notion is that if force
doesn’t achieve the desired outcome, more force should be applied. In contrast, China’s
approach in Xinjiang, where separatism, Pan-Islamism and Pan-Turkism were significant

https://www.express.pk/story/2696955/1/
https://jang.com.pk/news/1386707
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issues since 1949, has been to respond with development. When challenges arise, China has
chosen to accelerate development further. These two philosophies—force versus
development—are starkly opposed and have yielded opposite results.

The insurgencies in Xinjiang, Balochistan and Pakistan’s erstwhile Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) have distinct historical, ethnic and geopolitical contexts, yet they share
similarities in grievances but differ markedly in the governmental responses. The narratives
of the insurgencies in Xinjiang, Balochistan and FATA share more similarities than
differences. In Xinjiang, the Uyghur insurgency is driven by claims of cultural and religious
repression, economic disenfranchisement and ethnic discrimination. The insurgents frame
their struggle as a fight for cultural survival and autonomy, often invoking the idea of an
independent “East Turkestan.”

The Baloch insurgency, while lacking a religious element, is fueled by economic exploitation,
particularly in natural resources like gas and minerals, political marginalization and human
rights abuses. As one of Pakistan’s least developed regions, many Baloch feel excluded from
their own wealth, seeking greater autonomy or independence, citing historical grievances and
ongoing exploitation. In FATA, the insurgency stems from resistance to Pakistan’s military
operations, perceived interference in local customs and the impact of the war on terror. The
TTP, in particular, framed its struggle in religious terms, opposing the Pakistani state’s
alignment with the US and seeking to impose their version of Sharia law. When comparing
the narratives of these three ethnic groups, the Uyghur and Taliban in FATA share more
similarities, particularly in their use of religious connotations to justify their struggles for
autonomy or independence. In contrast, the Baloch narrative is distinctive due to its focus on
economic and political grievances, without a religious dimension.

Consequently, the Baloch narrative may be easier to address or counter compared to the more
deeply rooted and ideologically driven narratives of the TTP and Uyghurs. To counter the
Baloch insurgency and integrate the Baloch people into the national mainstream, the
government only had to adopt a holistic approach to address the root causes of the conflict,
including economic marginalization, political exclusion and cultural grievances by investing
in local development, ensuring fair resource distribution and enhancing political
representation while granting greater administrative autonomy to Balochistan. On the
contrary, the government response to deal with insurgency in Balochistan is normally
perceived exactly the opposite. The propaganda war has inculcated the impression albeit
without any conclusive evidence that the response of Pakistan’s government included
military operations, targeted killings, enforced disappearances. The media is rife with reports
that tens of thousands of people, including insurgents, civilians and security personnel, have
been killed in the ongoing conflict making this conflict as one of Pakistan’s deadliest.

Similarly the response of the Government to erstwhile FATA is perceived primarily kinetic.
Reportedly, the Pakistani government has conducted numerous military operations (e.g.,
Operation Zarb-e-Azb) to dismantle militant networks. The insurgency and counter-
insurgency operations have led to tens of thousands of deaths, including militants, security
forces and civilians. Displacement and destruction of infrastructure have also been significant.
Contrastingly, in Xinjiang, the Chinese government primarily pursued the policy of
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development which worked like magic. The region has purposefully made a lynchpin of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). During the 13th Five-Year Plan period (2016-2020),
China invested over $100 billion in Xinjiang’s development. The substantial investment has
also been made in infrastructure, industry, IT and modern agriculture, as part of its broader
strategy to integrate the region more closely with the rest of the country and to address the
underlying economic disparities that contribute to unrest. Xinjiang now boasts a state of art
modern transportation network, including railways, highways and airports connecting it to
major cities in China and neighbouring countries. Notable projects include the Urumqi-Hami
section of the Lanzhou-Xinjiang high-speed railway, which links Xinjiang to the eastern
provinces. The total investment in these transportation projects over the years runs into tens
of billions of dollars. Cities like Urumqi, Kashgar have been developed on ultramodern lines
including the construction of modern residential areas, commercial centres and public
facilities and development of “new towns” to accommodate the growing population and
improve living standards.

Xinjiang has become a hub for energy production, particularly in coal, oil and natural gas.
The region is also a significant producer of cotton and textiles, beside adorning industrial
parks and zones for petrochemicals and mining and Kashgar Economic Development Zone
and the Urumqi Economic and Technological Development Zone. In addition, IT parks,
advanced surveillance technologies, data centres, technology parks, 5G networks, cloud
computing and big data technologies have been developed to attract domestic and foreign
investment.

In the agriculture sector China has introduced modern water management, crop genetics and
mechanization to substantially enhance the yield of cotton, grapes and melons production,
besides setting up of large-scale farms, processing plants and distribution networks. These
investments are part of China’s broader strategy to stabilize the region, boost economic
growth and integrate Xinjiang more closely with the rest of the country and the global
economy, particularly through the Belt and Road Initiative. Contrarily the investments in
FATA and Balochistan pale in comparison to the scale of investment made by China in
Xinjiang. While China’s investments in Xinjiang have transformed the region’s infrastructure
and economy, Pakistan’s investments in FATA and Balochistan are insignificant and are
plagued by issues like governance challenges, security concerns and underutilization of funds
no matter how meagre.

China’s investments in Xinjiang are part of a strategic focus on integrating the region into the
national economy and the Belt and Road Initiative. In contrast, Pakistan’s investments in
FATA and Balochistan have often been reactive, addressing immediate security concerns
rather than being part of a long-term strategic vision for regional development. If we
genuinely aim to reintegrate FATA and Balochistan into the national mainstream, we must
adopt the Chinese philosophy of development and more development. Without this focus on
economic and social progress, the cycle of violence from both the government and insurgents
will persist, leaving the regions mired in conflict and instability. Development offers the only
sustainable path to peace and inclusion.

https://pakobserver.net/xinjiang-balochistan-and-fata/

https://pakobserver.net/xinjiang-balochistan-and-fata/
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TheExpress Tribune

Shehbaz seeks enhanced collaboration with China
PM hails fall in inflation rate to 9.6%

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said on Monday that Pakistan aimed at
enhancing its collaboration with China in areas such as information technology (IT), artificial
intelligence (AI), modern agriculture, and other sectors.

Talking to Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong during a meeting at the Prime Minister's
Office, Shehbaz remarked that the friendship between Pakistan and China had endured and
remained strong throughout the years.

The prime minister highlighted that China provided unwavering support to Pakistan during
every challenging period.

He praised the Chinese leadership's vision to consistently enhance Pakistan-China strategic
relations and collaborate on upgrading the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

"The friendship between Pakistan and China is essential not only for both nations but also for
regional and global peace and development," Shehbaz said.

Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar, Special Assistant to Prime Minister Tariq Fatemi, and
other officials were also present in the meeting.

Inflation down

According to a separate statement issued by the Prime Minister's Office, Shehbaz expressed
satisfaction with the new data issued by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) that said that
inflation had come down to single-digit in August 2024.

The prime minister attributed this decrease in the inflation to 9.6% – the lowest rate in the last
three years – to the hard work of the government's economic team.

"This decrease in inflation is a reflection of the government's effective measures to improve
the economy," Shehbaz said.

According to the Finance Ministry's Economic Outlook Report, the inflation rate was
predicted to be between 9.5% and 10.5% in August 2024.

Economic experts forecast a further decrease in inflation in September, which the prime
minister hailed as good news for the nation.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2493143/shehbaz-seeks-enhanced-collaboration-with-china

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2493143/shehbaz-seeks-enhanced-collaboration-with-china
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The News

‘Proactive approach required to counter propaganda against CPEC’
Rasheed Khalid

Islamabad:Experts have said that there was a need to shift from a reactive portrayal of CPEC
to a proactive approach for countering negative media propaganda against CPEC.

The experts were speaking during a roundtable discussion on “Narratives on the CPEC and
role of media” hosted here by Institute of Regional Studies (IRS). Dr Yasir Masroor, former
director, Media and Publications, Ministry of Planning, said that the negative narrative was
aimed not just at creating misperceptions, but also at keeping Pakistan entangled in a
geostrategic quagmire. He urged the government to move beyond a reactive stance so to
counter the pervasive propaganda.

Ehtisam ul Haq of China Media Group emphasised the importance of showcasing CPEC's
success stories and noted that social media can effectively promote its positives. Dr Tahir
Mumtaz Awan, former Director China Study Centre, Comsats University, also raised
concerns about insufficient response to negative propaganda regarding CPEC and emphasised
the importance of increased engagement with international media to neutralise such
misconceptions.

Dr Talat Shabbir, Director, IRS, said that there were challenges in developing CPEC and
crafting a positive narrative about it. He stressed that all stakeholders, including China, must
work to counter Indian propaganda.

Earlier, in his opening remarks, Jauhar Saleem, president, IRS, highlighted the
misinformation being spread about CPEC and emphasised the need to showcase its
contributions to Pakistan's economy to counter such propaganda. He also urged the media to
perform its twin roles of informing as well as educating by adopting an objective and
constructive approach.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=338787

PM for enhancing collaboration with China in key sectors
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Monday said that Pakistan aims to enhance
its collaboration with China in areas such as information technology, artificial intelligence,
modern agriculture, and other sectors.

In a conversation with Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong, the prime minister
remarked that the friendship between Pakistan and China has endured and remained strong
throughout the years.

He stated that the friendship between Pakistan and China has withstood the test of time, with
China providing unwavering support to Pakistan during every challenging period. The prime
minister praised the Chinese leadership’s vision to consistently enhance Pakistan-China
strategic relations and collaborate on upgrading the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=338787
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He emphasised that the friendship between Pakistan and China is essential not only for both
nations but also for regional and global peace and development. Deputy Prime Minister
Muhammad Ishaq Dar, Special Assistant to Prime Minister Tariq Fatemi, and other relevant
officials were also present in the meeting.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=338969

Nawaiwaqt News

ےادرتددخ دمےدمنکصرتلررہ،چ،غمبشےںسمدیےپلی: قمدس:
رتد چْو ےادرتددخنقمدسمدعدفکہکممدمےدمنکصرتلررہہ، ودئےقریرٹ( دسمیبد)خنریص+

دسپیکرےکیمکقمچل2024کمدہترہچہجکمریےدقکبدےگ۔ےادرتددخکقبمبمتش4سلمغ
مںک8دہہدحہئجم22غمہکہئ۔مبمدہہدیکدیہدر214ےدقتم930دفددیںبدےردیہدر

992اخہئ۔سل2024کپسمہمخامتکدہہدےںکخف2ہدر208یکیم89دہہدہکدےر328کہفرکگ۔
قمدسمےقسدتتکدےردنےادرتددخنرییجدبمایکتددسپیکرےکیمکقمچل2024کمدہترہچہجک
مریےدقکبدےگ،دحکبڑےنکعیریہ،سنردسںکادنبکیرہہ۔سپدےردیےبںککمکنےدلچ،غم
بشےںکبرےمدیدےپکنینکگہ۔سل2024کپسمہمخامتک2208یکیکگجم89دہہدہکدےر
328کہفرکگ۔سل2020س2024کدےردنسھمچدےریچنبشےںک4دہہدحہئجم5غمدےر5یمدفددیںب

یوئرٹدہکرشدےر17چبشےینکبایہرگ یکم ہئ۔سچنمچبشےںک2حہئ،وخندمبچبشےںک2حہئ،�2م
ج19یملگشہئ۔ےادرتددخکقبتشکسجریسدس2023کدےردنمبمدہہدیکےدقتم930دفدد
شہنےدل402جاخںم1054دہکر یںبدےر1992اخہئ۔وخندم558ےدقتم580دفددش،1447اخہئ‘
ت۔سچنم626ےدقتم315دفددشدےر477اخہئ،148دہرشج198اخت۔سھمدہہدیک19ےدقتم14
دفددشدےر31اخہئ،8دےراخںم26دہکرت۔پبم2023مدہہدیک8ےدقتم12دفددش11اخہئ،شدءم

11دہرش9اخت۔گبنمتشکسدہہدیک3ےدقتم9دفددش26اخہئجدسدےردندسمیبدمدہہدیک
کئےدقنہد۔قمدسمبککےلدےردیطدیرٹکیمکبکتردئسمرکلگ۔بےدقےایددعتدجیصنپک۔
بلندیرٹکیمکبمریکپکدیگ۔بےایمشددطتدجنپک۔رکقمدسابخن ییبن درچم شک

ی ی� میکس
قمدسمٹ睲رک

کسدلکےدقےایدامتنککربیددخکبہدیکتہںکدےدیتںکطحجبےایونککمدےرممبیدردسامئ
کیئ۔دنںنککجبےایونمیعطرکیٹیدردمدکہںگ۔رکقمدسشہہرینکسدلکجدبمےدقےایدامت

ئسسسئںکملپنکقبدیاتدییتہ۔رکقمدسشمدرےقکسدلکےدقےایدامتنککپابایس
و
نکنہپ

دی شک
ی ی� دییئگ۔دنںنککدسطحدییئدےکندوسơس ی جےادرتخہرہہدنککمامکرکیئگیدنگلنہکی

کمریدیگہ،دنںنککیدییئگککنسدییئدےکمامکدسمضکیئگ،دددرنگلکسدلکہدلترڑن
یککتوکیرہہ،رکقمدسیسیایلک ینسنم م

یکیکرخنہںگ،ےدقےایدامتنککرک ککدییئدےکسئکدئکت�س
تھدینکتےقکضےرتت،رکقمدسشددہمبسخنکسدلکےدقےاینککجکررٹک34 س

نمیسک سدلکےدقےاینککر

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=338969
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گڑیں،لرےکیکستچدےرےاردکستررٹکیرگڑیںمورہ،یعطرک44گڑیںدےر532یلدہردنشتکستررٹک
ئٹسرسکیئ۔سای

و
ئسکیئادئکدیبلکیپ

و
تتہ۔دسوقکسقمدسنککمےالمچرلتجدےرچرلہپ

سیمکھنڈ دےکجفمہےہنسایدہمامکادہںمچیتہ۔شمدرےقدےررعدنکسدلکجدبمےدقےایدامتنککㄟث
بکدئدےربںسایدتکیمتکادلسدیکمئہ۔رہجدےرکدچمخانکینسلگںککدیکاممتم
یدلدیلتکضےرتہ۔دیدیدےدسقدےرعدیبکسدتتکجدبمےدقےایدامتنککدمےدمنکوجدہصرتلک
خنہس،دہکبچیسکیلدہرمتیکےیمرشتلاہدرتدس ی پنےدقددردتممیلچیین

دی،یدتتہںکمیلدہرےںکخفسکررےدئہگ۔بےبےعےںکرہےدلںکیتنامکچیسںکویںک
لدسلنکیت۔قمدسنیربمرکل۔دعریترانغمدکریدوےیدتکمونجداکختکشنکوثےنکب
بلنکیمکب یبن چیم دریم شک

ی ی� میکس
ٹ睲رک دیدنمپکجمرکلگ۔ےایددعتدجیصنبککےلدےردیطدیرٹکب2024‘

2024دکینمرکل۔نریکیرای2000ممیقمکنکبدیدنمپکجمرکلگ۔یایجلچکن‘سبک
ستنریرٹ2023-24‘سبکبرایفادکیاکیہریرٹ‘نکدریئردئکستنریرٹکدئسل2023-24ب

دیدنمپکدی۔
https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2024-09-03/page-1/detail-40

September 04, 2024
PakistanObserver

CPEC: Gateway to Economic Prosperity
Gulab Umid

In mid-August 2024, Pakistan celebrated a significant milestone in its ambitious collaboration
with China through the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The successful
integration of the Suki Kinari Hydropower project’s first unit into the national grid marks a
turning point in Pakistan’s energy sector. Set to be fully operational by year-end, this project
promises to deliver approximately 3.2 billion units of clean electricity annually, powering
over one million households. This advancement signifies a major leap in modernizing
Pakistan’s energy infrastructure and reducing carbon emissions.

The benefits of the Suki Kinari project extend well beyond its immediate contribution to
electricity supply. By replacing 1.3 million tonnes of coal with renewable energy, it is poised
to cut 2.5 million tonnes of CO2 emissions annually. This shift aligns perfectly with
Pakistan’s broader strategy to combat climate change and meet international environmental
commitments. The project represents a significant stride towards reducing the country’s
dependency on fossil fuels and addressing energy shortages that have hindered its economic
and industrial growth.

Since its inception, CPEC has been transformative for Pakistan. The first phase, supported by
a $25.4 billion investment from China, was pivotal in reshaping Pakistan’s infrastructure
landscape. This phase resulted in approximately 155,000 jobs, 510 kilometers of new

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2024-09-03/page-1/detail-40
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motorways and expressways, and over 8,200 megawatts of additional power capacity. The
focus was on developing energy and transport infrastructure, laying a strong foundation for
Pakistan’s economic growth and integration into the global economy.

With the advent of CPEC’s second phase, or “CPEC 2.0,” the focus is shifting from large-
scale infrastructure projects to fostering business-to-business cooperation. This phase sets
ambitious targets, including the creation of new sub-corridors focused on growth, innovation,
and environmental sustainability. CPEC 2.0 aims to stimulate economic activity, enhance
productivity and increase exports. The vision for this phase is to strengthen economic ties
between China and Pakistan through innovation, green development and sustainable growth.
By creating a more dynamic business environment, CPEC 2.0 seeks to unlock new
opportunities for collaboration and economic advancement.

A testament to CPEC’s transformative potential is its role in enhancing regional connectivity
and economic integration. The corridor has not only facilitated the flow of goods and
investment between China and Pakistan but also positioned Pakistan as a pivotal player in the
broader regional trade network. By linking key economic hubs and creating a network of
trade routes, CPEC is fostering greater regional cooperation and opening new markets for
Pakistani businesses. This enhanced connectivity is expected to drive economic
diversification, boost local industries and attract further international investment. As CPEC
continues to evolve, its impact on regional integration and economic stability will likely
become even more pronounced, reinforcing its status as a cornerstone of Pakistan’s economic
strategy and its partnership with China.

One of the most significant undertakings in CPEC 2.0 is the upgrade of the ML-1 railway
track, linking Peshawar to Karachi. This project is crucial for enhancing Pakistan’s
transportation infrastructure and stimulating economic growth nationwide. However, it has
faced substantial delays, increasing costs and complicating its execution. To ensure success,
Pakistan must address critical issues, including fostering a conducive business environment,
reducing bureaucratic hurdles, and expediting investor facilitation.

The development of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) is crucial in this regard. These zones
are designed to attract foreign investment, stimulate industrial growth, and generate
employment. Their success depends on the government’s ability to eliminate investment
barriers and provide a stable, predictable regulatory environment. Without significant
improvements, the potential benefits of SEZs may remain unrealized, undermining the
broader objectives of CPEC 2.0.

Security concerns have emerged as a major obstacle to CPEC’s progress. Recent terrorist
attacks targeting Chinese workers have heightened fears, prompting President Xi Jinping to
address these issues directly with Prime Minister Sharif. Liu Jianchao, head of the
International Department of the Communist Party of China, publicly expressed concern over
the deteriorating security situation in Pakistan, which is eroding the confidence of Chinese
investors. This acknowledgment underscores the urgency for Pakistan to enhance security
measures to ensure the safety of foreign investors and restore confidence.
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Improving security is not just about protecting assets; it’s about creating an environment
where investors feel secure and valued. Liu’s emphasis on political stability and a “CPEC-
friendly” media environment highlights the importance of maintaining a stable and secure
business atmosphere. For CPEC to continue attracting investment and achieving its objectives,
Pakistan must prioritize these security concerns and work to rebuild investor trust.

To navigate these challenges and unlock CPEC 2.0’s potential, Pakistan must address
security issues, improve the business climate, and fulfill commitments to Chinese investors.
This requires a concerted effort to enhance security, streamline regulatory processes, and
honor agreements. Failure to adequately address these concerns risks turning CPEC from a
beacon of economic opportunity into a mere mirage of potential.

While CPEC remains a crucial avenue for Pakistan’s economic revitalization, its future is
fraught with challenges. Recent milestones, like the successful integration of the Suki Kinari
Hydropower project, highlight the potential benefits of this collaboration. However, to fully
capitalize on these opportunities, Pakistan must confront security issues, improve its business
environment, and meet its commitments to Chinese investors. Only through decisive action
and strategic management can Pakistan hope to transform CPEC from a grand vision into a
tangible, long-term success.

https://pakobserver.net/cpec-gateway-to-economic-prosperity/

BRI and FOCAC 2024: A Partnership of Equals
Dr Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan

With the start of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) 2024 western political
hyping and propaganda in Wall Street Journal, The Financial Times, CBNC, The Economists
and Voice of America have been purposefully hunted and haunted, terming the BRI a source
of debt trap, metals & minerals off shoring and plundering of African natural resources. On
the other hand, the FOCAC is the “magnetic” force of immense socio-economic integration,
“stimulator” for sustained trans-regional connectivity and, notably, a “positive” energy to
eradicate poverty, generate jobs and biggest unconditional support to African countries’
achieving their dreams of a “qualitative” life through the BRI and other meaningful mega
projects.

The western new hybrid media war has now included nickel, cobalt, lithium and many
precious minerals, labelling it plummeting agents of African prosperity by China which does
not have any substance however, the western past history witnessed the massive exploitation
of African resources for the sake of their lust, comfort, food security and personal glory
indulged in severest violation of human rights, personal freedom and economic free choice.

Despite “perpetual” hoopla, the BRI successfully built numerous grand dams, whistling trains,
bustling stadiums, magnificent parliament buildings and various factories which vividly
reflects strategic importance of the FOCAC transforming their nature, ecology, resources,
human capitals and, most importantly, brightening their prospects of socio-economic
prosperity and economic stability and sustainability reducing chances of conspiracy theories
and encircling of geopolitics. Obviously, the BRI revolutionized their states, societies and

https://pakobserver.net/cpec-gateway-to-economic-prosperity/
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systems, agriculture sectors, infrastructure development, connectivity, industrial development
and capacity building mitigating western chronic impediments of Chinese debt traps.

The Lekki Port in Nigeria and the Nairobi Expressway in Kenya have been completed over
the past three years. Over the past 10 years, Chinese companies have signed more than
US$700 billion worth of contracts for projects in Africa showing both parties’ commitments
of achieving a prosperous future. Additionally, in Sudan, the China International Water and
Electric Corporation (CWE) facilitated the construction of the Merowe Dam, Roseires Dam
Heightening Project and Dam Complex of Upper Atbara Project, which have become “China-
Arab friendly landmarks.” The Merowe Dam, standing 67 meters high and stretching about
9.7 kilometres long, is the world’s longest dam.

Even, most recently published white paper, titled “China and Africa in the New Era: A
Partnership of Equals” verified that the Chinese companies over the last quarter century have
helped African countries build or upgrade more than 10,000 kilometres of railways, nearly
100,000 kilometres of highways, roughly 1,000 bridges, almost 100 ports and 66,000
kilometres of power transmission and distribution lines showing unstoppable journey of
industrial up-gradation, world class infrastructure development, balanced economic growth
and diversification of energy mix helping the African states and societies to live a decent and
comfortable lives.

The BRI has also modernized the African railways and with the completion of projects,
including the Mombasa-Nairobi railway, the Addis Ababa-Djibouti railway and the Benguela
railway, the transportation efficiency between coastal and hinterland areas has been
significantly improved. Moreover, the Kribi Deep Seaport in Cameroon can accommodate
vessels that carry more than 10,000 tonnes of cargo, bringing development opportunities for
landlocked countries.

In terms of modernization, digitalization and the ICT, the Chinese companies have helped
build more than half of Africa’s wireless sites and high-speed mobile broadband networks,
providing service for more than 900 million African people and signing of the 52 African
countries and the African Union Commission with the BRI showing and striving to break
their respective development bottlenecks.

It seems that under the flagship project of the BRI, China stands ready to continue striving
forward together with Africa on the road of win-win cooperation and common development,
seek greater synergy between the BRI and the Agenda 2063 of the African Union as well as
African countries’ respective development strategies, thus future prospects of a high-quality
China-Africa cooperation on the BRI is high and healthy.

It is good omen that the FOCAC has further enhanced China-Africa development to new
heights, and the 2024 summit will definitely strengthen deeper cooperation as well as
collaborative development among China, African countries and the Global South. Hopefully,
it will enhance cooperation on agricultural technologies, advance the “green silk road” to
support Africa in leveraging its rich green-energy resources to combat climate change,
improve its health system through the “health silk road,” and expand its global market access
via the “digital silk road.”
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Moreover, knowledge sharing, prioritizing development and exploring people-centred paths
based on mutual respect and learning will also be further consolidated building a fair and
multipolar world to foster common development, support inclusive economic globalization
and reform the international financial system to address development gaps.

Definitely, it will reinforce high-quality and sustainable development, activate domestic
growth through effective markets and proactive governance and address both traditional and
non-traditional security threats to create a secure development environment.

Critical analysis of global power politics reveals that as African leaders converge in China,
rhetoric surrounding artificial intelligence and competition over resources has intensified.
Western propaganda portrays it as a battle between survival and sedition, development and
destruction, cooperation and conspiracy, and prosperity and persecution.

However, it is clear that China’s involvement in Africa is not for geopolitical manipulation or
offloading industrial overcapacity. Instead, China is partnering with Africa to enhance
traditional industries, introduce high-tech innovations, and build future-oriented green
projects for mutual benefit.

The BRI has significantly boosted Africa’s infrastructure, with China constructing 66,000 km
of power transmission lines and 150,000 km of communication networks across the continent.

By June 2024, China had eliminated tariffs on 98% of products from 27 of Africa’s least
developed countries, signed bilateral investment protection agreements with 34 African
nations, and eliminated double taxation with 21 others.

These efforts reflect the BRI’s role in strengthening trade relations, with China-Africa trade
reaching a record $282.1 billion in 2023.

China’s direct investment in Africa also exceeded $40 billion by the end of 2023, and aid
projects have benefited over 10 million people in areas like food security, healthcare, and
education.

Despite misleading claims from reports like Boston University’s 2024 analysis on BRI debt
traps, regional economists have debunked this theory.

China’s commitments to green transformation, industrialization, and renewable energy
projects in Africa underscore a partnership of equals.

Since 2000, China-Africa cooperation has reached new heights, with infrastructure projects
transforming the continent.

The discovery of a 2,492-carat diamond in Botswana, a BRI partner, highlights the
intersection of global power politics.

However, the FOCAC partnership is expected to counter Western narratives.

https://pakobserver.net/bri-and-focac-2024-a-partnership-of-equals/

https://pakobserver.net/bri-and-focac-2024-a-partnership-of-equals/
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The News

Chinese premier to visit Pakistan in October
Azaz Syed

ISLAMABAD: In a significant development, Chinese Premier Li Qiang will embark on a
three-day official visit to Pakistan next month.

According to diplomatic sources, Premier Li will arrive in Islamabad on October 14 for a
bilateral visit, followed by his participation in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
summit on October 15 and 16. This will be the first visit by a Chinese Premier in 11 years,
marking a significant milestone in the bilateral relations between the two countries. During
his visit, Premier Li is expected to hold talks with Pakistani leadership on various aspects of
Pakistan-China relations, including trade, economy and security.

Diplomatic sources suggest that several agreements are likely to be signed during the visit,
further strengthening the bilateral strategic partnership.

The visit is seen as a testament to the strong bonds between the two nations and is expected to
usher in a new era of cooperation and collaboration.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=339251

September 05, 2024
BusinessRecorder

China seeks RMB pilot project at Gwadar Free Zone
ISLAMABAD: China has asked Pakistan to establish RMB internationalization pilot project
in Gwadar Free Zone to promote trade settlement and reduce foreign exchange conversion
costs and risks between the two sides, well-informed sources told Business Recorder.

This proposal was floated during the 7th meeting of Joint Working Group (JWG) on Gwadar
under China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) amid serious concerns on security situation
in Gwadar, the sources added.

Both sides appreciated the efforts made by the Government of Pakistan in routing public
sector bulk cargo through Gwadar Port which has been very helpful in operationalisation
Gwadar Port; and has greatly promoted the development of local logistics industry while
creating a large number of jobs. The Pakistani side will continue to promote the development
of this business in Gwadar Port.

According to sources both sides believe that Afghanistan’s transit trade business is the main
growth point of the bulk cargo throughput of Gwadar Port. Both sides agreed to strive to
build Gwadar Port into an important port for transit trade of landlocked countries in Central
Asia through Pakistan.

Both sides believe that the ocean fishing transshipment business at the Gwadar Port is
beneficial to significantly reduce the transportation costs of ocean fishing. Therefore, both
sides should enhance the attractiveness of the Port as an ocean fishing transshipment port,

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=339251
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and significantly expand its throughput, through more policy support for this business from
the Pakistani side.

Both sides believe that the development and construction of the Free Zone is key to the
subsequent development of Gwadar Port, and strengthening industrial cooperation is an
important direction for the development of the North Free Zone. The two sides conducted
preliminary discussions on developing mining industries.

The sources said Chinese side emphasized the great importance of freshwater and electricity
supply for project operation of Gwadar port, and suggested the Pakistani side promote the
connection of power grids to Gwadar Port and South Free Zone as soon as possible, with
relevant supporting projects in place.

China Overseas Port Holding Company (COPHC) emphasized the importance of RMB
internationalization in promoting trade settlement, and reducing foreign exchange conversion
costs and risks between the two sides. It suggested establishing RMB internationalization
pilot projects in the Gwadar Free Zone, by encouraging Chinese and Pakistani banks to
conduct business in the Free Zone, jointly carry out RMB counter listing, exchange, and cash
services, and fully realize the pricing, circulation and settlement of RMB in the Free Zone.
Support from the Pakistani side is anticipated in this regard.

The Chinese side emphasized that the security situation around Gwadar has a significant
impact on the development of projects in Gwadar Port and the Free Zone. It requested
Pakistani side to further enhance the security level of the Gwadar Port, promote the
construction of Gwadar Security City, and strengthen counter-terrorism cooperation between
the two sides.

The Chinese side emphasized that the inland connectivity to Gwadar Port is still
underdeveloped, leading to high transportation costs, and suggested the Pakistani side build
the M8 highway as soon as possible to ensure connectivity between Gwadar and
economically developed regions.

The Pakistani side stated that long awaited provincial tax exemptions have been obtained and
electricity and water problems will be solved by 30th June 2024.

The Pakistani side emphasized that the COPHC Free Zone Company may fast track the
development of North Free Zone to relocate potential Chinese industries in the zone.

New Gwadar International Airport: It was stated that currently, construction of the New
Gwadar International Airport Project (NGIA) has entered the final stretch, with the
completion ratio reaching passing 90%.

Targeting on the revised completion time in August, 2024, the Chinese side is actively
coordinating workers, material, and machinery for implementing of the remaining work
including mechanical and electrical installation and commissioning, interior decoration,
outdoor engineering etc., with a view to realizing the smooth completion and hand-over of
the NGIA Project on time.
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Since March 2024, several terrorist attacks have occurred in Gwadar and other regions, which
result in greater security risks and limited movement for Chinese personnel thus affecting the
Project’s smooth implementation.

The Chinese side appreciates all security measures taken by the Pakistani side to ensure the
security of the Project and staff, and requests the Pakistani side to step up security of the
Project.

The Central Substation of NGIA was successfully and completely energized from the
132kV/11KV grid station on 8th 4th April 2024, and the Chinese side appreciates all the
efforts taken by the Pakistani side in this regard.

Mechanical and electrical installation and commissioning is the top priority of the Project at
this stage, and uninterrupted and stable power supply 24-7 is the precondition for the smooth
commissioning of all systems.

Thus the Pakistani side is requested to make every effort to guarantee the power supply of the
132kV/11KV grid station, in order to avoid any influence imposed on commissioning or
equipment damage due to unstable power supply.

As the completion time in June August draws close, the Pakistani side is requested to fulfill
their obligations in accordance with the mutually agreed schedule, including
telecommunication, power and water supply facilities at the PCAA complex, flight-testing
preparation, etc., so as to ensure the completion and hand-over of NGIA on time.

Dredging of Berthing Areas & Channels: The Chinese side stated that the sixth meeting of
the Joint Working Group on Gwadar approved the launch of the feasibility study work on the
project, which was originally planned to be completed by June 2023.

Currently, the feasibility study of the project is still in the implementation stage. The Chinese
side desired that the Pakistani side could accelerate the feasibility study.

The Pakistani side noted that the joint feasibility study of Capital Dredging of Berthing Areas
& Channel for additional terminal was carried out in June 2023, to facilitate port expansion
plan and to accommodate large vessels. The Pakistani side further stated that the preparation
of PC-1 of the project is underway.

The Chinese side pointed out that the current channel of Gwadar Port can only meet the needs
of the fully-loaded one-way navigation of 50,000-ton container ships, and suggested that with
the construction of the second phase of berths, the existing channel would not be able to meet
the needs of ships entering and exiting the newly-built terminal, therefore it is necessary to
expand the existing channel.

The Pakistani side proposed the project to be included in the scope of preferential financing
within the framework of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, and said it would submit the
necessary documents to the Chinese side as soon as possible.

The two sides will make concerted efforts in actively seeking financing support for the
above-mentioned project in accordance with relevant requirements.

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/05/1-page/1006071-news.html

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/05/1-page/1006071-news.html
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I visited Xinjiang and so should you!
Abdullah Gauhar Malik

FROM the use of the Uyghur language on public buses to passing beautiful mosques on my
night time walks to interacting with local taxi drivers and objectively asking about their lives,
Xinjiang was everything but what I imagined. Having spent the last five years of my life in
Europe and consuming information from primarily Western outlets, my thoughts,
understanding, and perception of Xinjiang, China was one-directional, nuanced, and biased. I
would often find myself hesitant to talk about the region because terms like ‘concentration
camp’ and ‘genocide’ would take the rounds in my head and with such a strong reference to
the Holocaust I did not see the logic and reason for ever being in the province.

Despite all these negative thoughts and emotions, I landed in Urumqi in the wee hours of the
day and was welcomed by the same glistening sun I had said hello to just two hours earlier
across the border, in Pakistan. I had a ton of questions and I wanted answers. The only silver
lining I saw to this trip was that I would get to see and experience everything I had heard with
my own eyes and that would thereby reinforce all my negative emotions towards Xinjiang,
closing the China door for me, forever.

In this light, I first embarked on exploring the infamous ‘Xinjiang problem’. China’s decision
to place people in facilities for language and political education. I wanted to know why. To
explore I headed to the Xinjiang Islamic Institute. A facility with 1000+ students, this state-
of-the-art institution was nothing short of an experience. With a multi-story library with over
50,000 printed books, 29,000 electric books, an on-site mosque, classrooms, and world-class
dormitories that I, myself, visited … I was confused but certain that this is not what
concentration camps look like by any stretch of imagination.

Through interactions with locals, I quickly learned that in its attempt to combat terrorism and
protect Xinjiang’s safety, the state did revise some cultural products, texts, and practices in
the province. But did that mean that the Peoples Republic clamped down on people? Well
that seemed like a big misconception that quickly started gaining clarity in my otherwise
Westernized and rather confused mind. The state made effective immediate changes after
some 200-plus terrorist attacks since the 1990s.

Again I had read multiple reports in the last couple of years suggesting that people within
these education centres could and would be there indefinitely. Keeping this in mind I spoke to
locals: young and old, men and women alike who all said that the vast majority of attendees
have “picked up a skill, completed the program, and gone home”. I travelled the length and
breadth of Xinjiang; from Urumqi to Yining and met several people. One of them Rukiya
Yakup, 26, spent 10 months in the education center where she perfected her Mandarin skills
and studied sales. Now she is a real estate sales agent earning over 8000 RMB or over 1100
USD per month… way above the local average. In her own words she said, “I feel much
happier now, I’m earning money and have learned new skills. I can now also support my
aging parents”.
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As aforementioned my main source of gathering China-related news had been Western
outlets. I remember seeing the #StillNoInfo trend on social media claiming that many Uyghur
students were missing even after the training programs had ended. I asked local government
officials and local people about this. I then learned that there were around 100 plus “missing”
Uyghurs. Half of them were not verifiable due to incomplete information such as misspelling
of names and a third of them are under criminal investigation or are convicted criminals. The
rest are actually living normal lives and many of them have never been to the education
centres in their lives including 67-year-old Henimhan Tudi (local resident).

Prior to embarking on the trip I had also read and learned that China has detained one to three
million Uyghurs, a figure repeated so many times internationally that it is now almost
considered a “fact”. However, upon reaching I learned that according to The Grayzone – an
independent agency dedicated to investigative journalism, these figures and these claims are
largely based on two highly questionable “studies”.

The first study formed its estimate by interviewing a grand total of eight people – perhaps not
the most accurate sample size. The second study relied largely on media reports and
speculation whose founder has famously been quoted as saying “led by god” on a “mission”
against China.

Going one step forward I also learned that when it comes to Xinjiang there is not just
misinformation but also disinformation.

A video I saw a few months ago that got millions of views on X of a supposedly Chinese
policeman beating a Muslim for reading the Quran in his house was also on my mind. When I
asked local journalists about the same, they told me that the video was actually that of an
Indonesian police officer beating a local thief. They also told me that pictures available
online that are purported to showcase Uyghur Muslims in detention camps have more than
once turned out to be doctored photos; some during a protest in Turkey and others from a
migrant shelter in Thailand.

While I explored Xinjiang for myself, I also stumbled upon the most beautiful mosque I have
seen in a very long time.

This exquisite mosque known as the Shaanxi mosque took roughly 20 years to be built in a
Chinese palace architecture style without a single nail in the entire construction of the
structure. I later also made my way to the Kazanqi ethnic street to visit the homes of local
families. It definitely felt like a homecoming with doors opened with love, care, warmth, and
affection. Love, care, warmth, and affection are exactly the feelings I felt while being in
Xinjiang for over a week. The people, the culture, the history, and the technological
development of the region each require a separate article for there is so much to talk about
and so much to debug. Xinjiang opened the multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-religious
China door for me. It is only a matter of time before the world discovers this extremely
beautiful but equally misunderstood region.

https://pakobserver.net/i-visited-xinjiang-and-so-should-you/

https://pakobserver.net/i-visited-xinjiang-and-so-should-you/
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ML-1 financing under scrutiny
Cabinet members concerned over rising Chinese debt

ISLAMABAD: Cabinet members have expressed reservations regarding the acquisition of
foreign currency debt from China for the implementation of Phase 1 of the Main Line-1 (ML-
1) project.

Sources told The Express Tribune that the Ministry of Railways had presented a proposal to
the cabinet concerning the Financing Commitment Agreement between the National Railway
Administration of China and the Ministry of Railways of Pakistan.

During a cabinet meeting, a member suggested that the Hyderabad-Karachi segment of the
project should be financed using domestic resources.

Another member stressed the need for stringent monitoring of any increase in foreign
currency debt.

The cabinet was briefed on the framework agreement signed in 2017 between the National
Railway Administration of China and the Ministry of Railways of Pakistan for the ML-1
project.

The agreement had been reached in July 2023 to implement the project in phases, with Phase
1 covering the Karachi to Multan segment, including the Pakistan Railways Academy in
Walton. Phase 2 would focus on the Multan to Peshawar segment.

The Ministry of Railways explained that in June 2024, during the prime minister's visit to
China, he highlighted the importance of commencing work on Phase 1 as soon as possible.

Following this, Chinese experts visited Pakistan in July-August 2024 and confirmed their
readiness to start work on the Karachi-Hyderabad section of Phase-1, pending endorsement
from the Pakistani side.

The prime minister, upon receiving a briefing on the Chinese experts' visit, was informed of
their proposal.

After thorough discussions, it was decided that the Minister for Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives, along with the Secretary of Railways, would review the proposal and
explore options for securing a financing commitment for the entire Phase-1.

The matter was subsequently placed before the cabinet for consideration.

A draft financing commitment agreement was prepared and shared with relevant ministries,
including the Economic Affairs Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Planning,
Development and Special Initiatives, and the Finance Division.

The Law Division also vetted the draft agreement.

The Ministry of Railways underscored that ML-1 is a strategic and financially viable project.
The Financial Committee of China and Pakistan on Mainline 1, led by the Deputy Chairman
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of the Planning Commission, had designed the project under the agreed framework and
analysed its returns and viability.

The cabinet was asked to approve the initiation of negotiations for the Financing
Commitment Agreement.

As per the Rules of Business, 1973, it was recommended that approval be granted for
negotiations at this stage, with the draft agreement to be submitted to the cabinet for final
approval upon the conclusion of negotiations.

It was also suggested that representatives from the Ministries of Finance, Economic Affairs,
and Law and Justice be involved in the negotiation process.

Ultimately, the cabinet approved the initiation of negotiations on the Financing Commitment
Agreement with China's National Railway Administration, directing the Ministry of Railways
to include representatives from the Ministries of Finance, Economic Affairs, and Law and
Justice in the negotiations.

The finalised draft agreement will be submitted for the cabinet's approval once negotiations
are completed.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2493683/ml-1-financing-under-scrutiny

TheNews

113 students of NAVTTC selected to study in China
Islamabad:The names of 113 students of the National Vocational and Technical Training
Commission (NAVTTC) selected for scholarships to study at top universities and receive
training at industrial institutions in China have been announced, says a press release. The
National Vocational and Technical Training Commission (NAVTTC), in collaboration with
the Chinese-Commercial Culture- Technical Training Employment (CCTE), organised an
international China scholarship ceremony at the Centre of Excellence H-9, Islamabad, aimed
at enhancing youth skills and employment. The purpose of the event was to equip the youth
with technical skills through the Pak-China joint degree/diploma program, which is part of
the Chinese-Commercial Culture-Technical Training Employment (CCTE) initiatives.
Through this program, high-quality Pakistani skilled talents will be trained for industrial
cooperation between the two countries, and the career development level of Pakistani youth
will be enhanced. Under this programme, 113 students undergoing training in various fields
across the country, under the National Vocational and Technical Training Commission, were
selected after various exams. In the first phase, these students were given an 8-month Chinese
language course at the local level, after which Chinese teachers conducted their online test.

The 113 students who passed the test were selected for one-year training in China. Among
these students, 11 are female. These 113 students will first receive top-notch training in their
respective fields at the best universities in China, followed by practical training at leading
industrial institutions in China, and those who meet their standards will be offered
employment there.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=339353

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=339353
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چکدعینرسںمتےقبک113طکدنب
ک113طکچکدعینرسںمتےصدددرےںمقب دسمیبد)ےمئنر(نےےکدیٹبیک)دیدےےیٹٹس(
کبیوںکدہنکدیگ۔نےےکدیٹبیکنچ-لشک-ٹبیدمئکتےن شک

ی یسک� کللشک�م
س
یسسک یک�م ،دسمیبدمبدتقدمچللشکبیکدندکگ۔یمنH-9سوجدوںکرراںکفےغدےررےاگرکلسیفدو

ایکیللش،جکچکندےرچکتمکینسپکگہ،وجدنچکنںکمشںجکللج،دگن،دےرےےکبی
مررتکفےغدےررےاگرکلمدفدہکنکمرکہ۔

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2024-09-05/page-1/detail-13

September 06, 2024
BusinessRecorder

Tessori, Chinese ambassador discuss bilateral relations
KARACHI: Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori hosted a meeting at the Governor House
with the Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, Jiang Zaidong, to discuss a range of topics,
including Pak-China bilateral relations, the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), and
Chinese investments in Sindh.

During the meeting, Governor Sindh emphasised the strength of the Pak-China friendship,
describing it as “higher than the Himalayas and deeper than the sea.” He expressed Pakistan’s
desire to benefit from China’s development model, highlighting the significance of the
completion of the Karachi Circular Railway under the CPEC project for regional progress.

Tessori further noted that sustained peace in the province is proving highly conducive for
investment, particularly in the field of information technology. He stressed that China’s
support in the IT sector would ensure rapid development.

Ambassador Jiang Zaidong commended the initiatives launched under Tessori’s leadership,
reaffirming China’s commitment to collaborate on various projects. The ambassador
mentioned that Hexing Group is keen to invest in renewable energy and aims to establish the
first Chinese company in Pakistan to produce inverters and batteries.

In a gesture of friendship, Governor Tessori presented the Chinese Ambassador with a
traditional Jinnah cap and shawl.

Ambassador Jiang also participated in the tree plantation campaign at Governor House,
planting a tree to mark the occasion.

Speaking to the media alongside the ambassador, Governor announced that the Governor
House would play a pivotal role in facilitating cooperation between investors from both
countries. Ambassador Jiang Zaidong has instructed the Chinese Consul General to maintain
close contact with the Governor House for this purpose.

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2024-09-05/page-1/detail-13
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Governor Sindh emphasised the shared vision of Prime Minister and Chief of Army Staff for
national economic progress, expressing confidence in China’s continued support. He
highlighted the importance of accelerating the completion of CPEC projects, adding that
Ambassador Jiang assured further Chinese investment and collaboration.

Addressing security concerns, Governor Sindh pledged comprehensive measures to safeguard
Chinese investors, aligning with the vision of the country’s leadership to ensure a secure
environment for increased investment and business growth.

Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori also underscored the deep-rooted relationship between
Pakistan and China, stating that it extends beyond governmental ties to a strong and stable
bond at the public level. He added that Ambassador Jiang lauded the IT classes and various
other initiatives under the Governor’s leadership.

Ambassador Jiang Zaidong, in his remarks, expressed his delight in visiting Sindh, referring
to Karachi as the economic hub of Pakistan. He promised full cooperation to strengthen
bilateral ties and acknowledged the historical importance of visiting Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s room at the Governor House, noting the respect the Chinese nation
holds for Pakistan’s founding father.

The ambassador concluded by reaffirming China’s commitment to bolstering bilateral
relations in line with the visionary leadership of both nations.

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/06/14-page/1006361-news.html

TheExpress Tribune

Chinese lenders agree on daily SOFR
NEPRA proceedings discuss transition from LIBOR to Secured Overnight Financing Rate

ISLAMABAD: Chinese lenders to the independent power producers (IPPs) have refused to
accept the Term "Secured Overnight Financing Rate" (SOFR) but have agreed on
transitioning from the London Inter-bank Offered Rate (Libor) to daily SOFR.

The issue was taken up during suo motu proceedings on Thursday on the subject of shifting
from Libor to SOFR for calculating the borrowing cost. The public hearing was informed that
22 IPPs had not yet submitted their response and they would give the reply sometime later. It
was asked whether it would impact any decision of the National Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (Nepra).

It was revealed that the Chinese lenders did not want to opt for Term SOFR in order to avoid
the US Treasury benchmark for the IPPs set up under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). However, they were willing to accept the daily SOFR.

During the hearing, it was suggested to carefully review the daily SOFR to examine its
impact on the government and consumers. When asked about its impact, Power Division
officials said there would not be any impact in the long run.

It was recalled that the Ministry of Energy (Power Division) had announced on February 16,
2024 that the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) had approved the transition from

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/06/14-page/1006361-news.html
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Libor to SOFR. The decision came in the backdrop of a proposal submitted by the Power
Division on January 23, 2024. According to the approved summary, all power projects with
foreign financing were given two options for the transition.

First, the daily Simple SOFR plus the relevant International Swaps and Derivatives
Association (ISDA)-recommended credit adjustment spread (0.26161% for three months and
0.42826% for six months). Second, the Term SOFR plus the relevant ISDA-recommended
credit adjustment spread.

The Chinese lenders to the IPPs agreed on the daily SOFR. A total of 23 power projects
requested the transition while five projects namely Metro, Gul Ahmed, Jhimpir, Hawa and
Master asked Nepra to exercise its suo motu powers. Recently, the Pakistan Wind Energy
Association and several development finance institutions (DFIs), through letters dated July 20
and July 30, 2024, respectively, urged Nepra to expedite the process by applying its suo motu
powers.

All power projects with foreign lending linked to Libor, either wholly or partly, were directed
to submit a written confirmation of the option selected by September 5, 2024.

The options included the daily Simple SOFR plus the relevant ISDA-recommended credit
adjustment spread, and the Term SOFR plus the relevant ISDA-recommended credit
adjustment spread.

The key issues for discussion in the proceedings for projects opting for daily Simple SOFR
included determining a uniform look-back period for all relevant power projects and
addressing any other concerns that may arise with approval of the authority. So far, 53 power
projects have submitted their written confirmation. Some 11 projects have opted for daily
SOFR and 37 projects have selected Term SOFR. Three project sponsors have requested both
options for different loans.

Additionally, two IPPs – Uch-II Power and Laraib Energy – want to continue to use the
synthetic Libor for the remaining term of their debt, which is set to expire in 1.5 years and
one year, respectively. Several projects have yet to submit their confirmation.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2493886/chinese-lenders-agree-on-daily-sofr

Pakistani fruit, juice exports to China surge
Beijing's growing appetite for high-quality fruits, juices provides lucrative opportunity

Pakistan has witnessed a significant increase in its fruit and juice exports to China this year.
According to the latest data from the General Administration of Customs of China (GACC),
during the January-July period of 2024, Pakistan's frozen orange juice exports to China
reached unprecedented levels, showcasing the growing demand for Pakistani produce in the
Chinese market.

Pakistan Embassy Commercial Counsellor Ghulam Qadir said that the surge in exports can
be attributed to the China-Pakistan FTA as well as concerted efforts by the Pakistani
government and exporters to diversify and expand their international markets. He added that

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2493886/chinese-lenders-agree-on-daily-sofr
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China's growing appetite for high-quality, nutritious fruits and juices has provided a lucrative
opportunity for Pakistani producers to capitalise on the market.

"From January-July 2024, exports of fruit juices and other related items to China crossed
$1.546 million, an increase of 226% as compared to the same period of last year. Frozen
orange juice exports crossed $1.54 million," he said. Pakistani fresh mangoes are also gaining
popularity in the Chinese market and in the first seven months of this year, 4,214 kg of
mangoes were imported by Chinese enterprises. Pakistan's PM has also gifted mangoes to the
Chinese leadership and Chinese enterprises this year.

The commercial counsellor said that the robust export growth underscores the immense
potential for further collaboration and trade between Pakistan and China in the agriculture
sector.

Wei Ling Chen, Regional Director of Direct Access Chinese enterprise, told CEN that this
year her company imported three to five tons of Pakistani mangoes, and before confirming
import of mangoes, MERAPC Solutions conducted a lot of research and came to know that
Pakistan, as the birthplace of mangoes, has more than 300 varieties. They chose Sindhri and
Chaunsa, which are known as the best mangoes, and promoted these two varieties in the
Chinese market so that more domestic consumers can taste the characteristics of Pakistani
mangoes. "To ensure the quality of mangoes, we choose to cooperate with high-quality
mango orchards and choose the best varieties, planting techniques, picking and packaging. In
particular, Pakistani mangoes are naturally grown therefore the size is not uniform, and the
skin is not so bright and beautiful, but the pure mango flavour is delicious."

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2493889/pakistani-fruit-juice-exports-to-china-surge

The News

Pak-China collaboration revolutionises arid agriculture
Islamabad:China-Pakistan collaboration helps to revolutionise Pakistan’s arid agriculture. As
per the report, adopting China’s advanced agricultural technologies and water-saving
practices, especially in arid regions, Pakistan stands on the brink of a transformative
opportunity. Enhanced agricultural productivity could not only bolster food security but also
elevate Pakistan to a global exporter of agricultural products, according to a report published
by Gwadar Pro on Friday. Agriculture remains the backbone of Pakistan’s economy and
plays a crucial role in driving the country’s modest recovery in FY2024, with GDP growth
reaching 2.38%. The sector itself expanded by 6.25%, a remarkable improvement from the
2.27% growth recorded in FY2023. This surge in agricultural productivity was driven by
double-digit growth in major crop yields. However, despite these gains, Pakistan is yet to
unlock the full potential of its agricultural landscape. Of its 54 million hectares of cultivable
land, less than half is being utilised. However, by adopting China’s advanced agricultural
technologies and water-saving practices, especially in arid regions, Pakistan stands on the
brink of a transformative opportunity. https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1227544-pak-
china-collaboration-revolutionises-arid-agriculture

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2493889/pakistani-fruit-juice-exports-to-china-surge
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September 07, 2024
DailyTimes

Pakistan’s desert blooms with Chinese ingenuity
China-Pakistan collaboration helps to revolutionize Pakistan’s arid agriculture, according to a
report published by Gwadar Pro on Friday.

As per the report, adopting China’s advanced agricultural technologies and water-saving
practices, especially in arid regions, Pakistan stands on the brink of a transformative
opportunity. Enhanced agricultural productivity could not only bolster food security but also
elevate Pakistan to a global exporter of agricultural products.

Agriculture remains the backbone of Pakistan’s economy and plays a crucial role in driving
the country’s modest recovery in FY2024, with GDP growth reaching 2.38%.

The sector itself expanded by 6.25%, a remarkable improvement from the 2.27% growth
recorded in FY2023. This surge in agricultural productivity was driven by double-digit
growth in major crop yields.

However, despite these gains, Pakistan is yet to unlock the full potential of its agricultural
landscape. Of its 54 million hectares of cultivable land, less than half is being utilized.

However, by adopting China’s advanced agricultural technologies and water-saving practices,
especially in arid regions, Pakistan stands on the brink of a transformative opportunity.

Enhanced agricultural productivity could not only bolster food security but also elevate
Pakistan to a global exporter of agricultural products.

Federal Minister for Planning and Development, Ahsan Iqbal, emphasized the importance of
modernizing Pakistan’s agriculture in a meeting held on Wednesday in Islamabad.

He revealed that 1,000 experts will be sent to China to receive training in advanced
agricultural techniques including water-saving agriculture in arid areas.

“Modernizing agriculture is a critical need of the hour, and agricultural education and
research are among the government’s top priorities,” he stated. Iqbal further expressed
confidence in Pakistan’s resources, stating, “Pakistan possesses excellent resources and
brilliant minds, and with the use of modern technology in the agricultural sector, there can be
a significant increase in production.

I am hopeful that these 1,000 individuals, who will be trained in China, will become the
architects of an agricultural revolution in the country.”

Pakistan’s arid regions continue to rely on outdated farming methods, with rudimentary
techniques for crop cultivation and water management still in practice.

This has resulted in large swaths of fertile land remaining underutilized, limiting the
country’s agricultural growth.

In contrast, China has made remarkable strides in arid-region agriculture, particularly in its
northwestern areas, where once barren lands have been converted into productive landscapes.
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During a recent visit to Shaanxi, China, I witnessed China’s pioneering water-saving
agricultural technologies, along with advanced research on soil, seeds, and crops.

These innovations have set global benchmarks and are empowering nations to achieve
sustainable agricultural growth in challenging environments.

A beacon of these advancements is the Institute of Water-Saving Agriculture in Arid Areas of
China at Northwest A&F University.

Established in 2010, the institute stands as a global leader in transforming arid landscapes
into fertile grounds through cutting-edge water-saving practices.

Spread over 260 mu (approximately 42.82 acres), the institute is equipped with state-of-the-
art research facilities including an irrigation hydraulics hall, crop root system observation
fields, and an artificial rainfall simulation system, among others.

The institute has established specialized research centers for crop water demand regulation,
water-saving cultivation, irrigation technology,

and soil and water resource management.

Its advanced test platforms and scientific instruments are recognized as leading both
domestically and internationally.

The facility has also become a training hub for experts from Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) countries and is currently collaborating with nations like Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan.

The China-Uzbekistan Water-Saving Park is one of its landmark achievements, exemplifying
China’s commitment to sustainable agricultural partnerships.

Xu Jinghui, Deputy Director of the Laboratory of National Water-Saving Efficiency in Arid
Areas, told Gwadar Pro that Pakistani students are currently

pursuing advanced degrees at the institute.

“We are open to future cooperation with Pakistan. At present, Pakistani students are pursuing
Master’s and PhD programs here, and their country stands to benefit from the knowledge and
experience they will bring back,” said Mr. Jinghui.

He emphasized that Pakistan stands to gain significantly from this collaboration, noting
existing partnerships in seed research and the potential for future water-saving projects.

In addressing the challenges of uneven rainfall distribution, inadequate water supply, and low
precipitation utilization, the institute has developed an innovative “four-in-one” system.

This system integrates water-blocking dams, photovoltaic-powered water lifting, water
storage in cellars, and water-saving irrigation, revolutionizing crop yields and water
efficiency in dry regions.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1224230/pakistans-desert-blooms-with-chinese-ingenuity/

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1224230/pakistans-desert-blooms-with-chinese-ingenuity/
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China’s rise: Human capital and innovation
Qamar Bashir

TWELVE years ago, I visited China as a participant in a Seminar on Press and Publication
for Developing Countries, alongside participants from over twenty nations. During our
month-long training and informative visit, we toured many leading organizations,
departments, and industrial undertakings. At that time, China was still grappling with the
challenge of opening up to the world while maintaining its one-party structure and socialist
ideals, all while striving for nationwide progress and development. In the industrial sector, we
observed strict government control. Although industrial and manufacturing processes had
begun to improve, the focus was still largely on quantity rather than quality. However, it was
evident that the leadership recognized the need to adopt modern management and
administrative methods. These practices were just starting to take root in the industrial sector
but had not yet reached the desired level of effectiveness.

To accelerate progress and create a highly skilled workforce capable of transforming the
industrial and manufacturing sectors, the government established numerous institutes across
the country to teach English at the school level. Additionally, they began sending hundreds of
thousands of students to universities in the US and Europe to acquire critical knowledge,
skills, and leadership abilities necessary for modernizing Chinese enterprises. At that time,
the organizations we visited used conventional methods to present their performance,
focusing primarily on numbers without emphasizing customer satisfaction, quality control,
employee value, or creating an enabling environment for optimal employee performance.
There was little emphasis on streamlining industrial and manufacturing processes to achieve
high quality and product durability.

After twelve years, upon returning to China, we observed two significant changes. The most
important was the government’s recognition of the critical need to develop high-quality
human resources, starting from the grassroots level. The government rightly understood that
all state resources should be directed toward empowering and educating the people. Their
goal was to ensure that the populace was happy, confident, knowledgeable, and highly skilled.
This approach would not only enhance the quality, style, and dignity of work processes but
also enable each skilled individual to create more wealth and contribute higher taxes,
ultimately enriching the state.

With increased financial resources, the state would gain the financial space necessary to
further invest in human resource development. As the state becomes wealthier and more
prosperous, it would earn respect, dignity, and value in the international community. This
financial space could then be used to secure raw materials from around the world and invest
in research and development, fostering a culture of innovation that would allow China to
compete globally by producing high-quality products that rival those of other nations.

Over the past decade, China has significantly increased its investment in developing high-
quality human capital, aiming to make its people happier and more prosperous. In education,
spending rose from USD 349 billion in 2013 (4% of GDP) to USD 870 billion in 2023 (5.3%
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of GDP), with a strong emphasis on vocational training, digital literacy, and STEM education
to create a more skilled and adaptable workforce. Healthcare investment similarly grew from
USD 357 billion (5.5% of GDP) to USD 1.1 trillion (7% of GDP), focusing on improving
access to modern healthcare services, addressing public health challenges, and ensuring better
overall well-being. Additionally, the widespread adoption of WeChat has revolutionized how
people meet their obligations toward the government and manage everyday tasks, from
making purchases to accessing public services, further enhancing convenience and efficiency
in daily life. China’s per capita income also saw a substantial increase, rising from
approximately USD 7,000 in 2013 to over USD 12,000 in 2023, reflecting the overall
improvements in living standards and economic prosperity driven by these investments.

The second major transformation in China over the past decade has been the adoption of
ultra-modern management, administration, and marketing practices across all sectors, both
government and private. Ten years ago, Chinese companies focused mainly on manufacturing
and cost efficiency, often lagging in advanced management and innovation. In 2013, China’s
corporate sector was emerging on the global stage, struggling with best practices in customer
focus, quality assurance, and innovation. Emphasis was on scale and production capacity
rather than management quality. Research and development (R&D) spending was around 2%
of GDP, mainly in state-owned enterprises (SOEs).

By 2023, China’s corporate sector has dramatically transformed. Companies now embrace
best management practices, including customer-centric strategies, quality assurance,
marketing, and automation. R&D spending has surged to 2.5% of GDP, with private
companies playing a significant role. This shift has elevated Chinese companies to global
competitiveness.

For example, China had only two companies in the top 100 of the Fortune Global 500 list in
2013. By 2023, this number grew to 14, with many gaining international recognition for
innovation and quality.

The adoption of technologies like AI, big data, and automation has further propelled Chinese
firms. Companies like Huawei and Alibaba are now global leaders, and Chinese electric
vehicle manufacturers are challenging traditional automakers worldwide.

Pakistan can learn from China’s transformation. Shifting from an export-led growth model to
a balanced, high-value economy is crucial. Upgrading industries to compete globally by
adopting best practices in management, quality assurance, and innovation is essential.
Government-led initiatives and increased funding for R&D, along with incentives for private
sector growth, are key. Embracing technological advancements, investing in STEM education,
and addressing urbanization challenges will enhance efficiency and global competitiveness.
Sustainable practices and environmental compliance can also provide a competitive edge in
both domestic and international markets.

https://pakobserver.net/chinas-rise-human-capital-and-innovation/

https://pakobserver.net/chinas-rise-human-capital-and-innovation/
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TheExpress Tribune

Chinese envoy lauds working of Confucius Institute
Says KU plays significant role in cultivating talent in IT, AI

KARACHI:

Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong on Friday said education is a core component in bilateral
cooperation.

During his visit to the University of Karachi (KU) with a delegation, Zaidong praised the
Chinese language teaching at the Confucius Institute.

The ambassador recognized Pakistan's growing IT sector and emphasised the significant role
KU plays in cultivating talent that contributes to both local and global business success.

The Chinese delegation led by Ambassador Zaidong met with Vice Chancellor Professor Dr.
Khalid Mahmood Iraqi and other officials. Dr Iraqi highlighted KU's longstanding
partnership with Sichuan Normal University,

which has played a vital role in running the Confucius Institute (CI) on the KU campus.

Dr. Iraqi also underscored the importance of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
for Pakistan's economic development, affirming that despite internal challenges, both
governments remain committed to its success.

Ambassador Jiang Zaidong praised the university's contribution to Pak-China relations,
particularly acknowledging

Dr. Iraqi and CI's Pakistani Director, Professor Dr. Muhammad Nasiruddin Khan, for their
efforts in advancing the Confucius Institute's development.

He noted KU's large student body of around 50,000, which is uncommon even globally, and
highlighted the role of education in national progress.

He expressed China's commitment to supporting KU's growth, offering scholarships and
further assistance to promote education in IT, artificial intelligence, and agriculture.

During Pakistani Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif's visit to China, both nations agreed to
enhance educational collaboration, focusing on developing talent for key sectors.

The ambassador also commended the resilience of the Confucius Institute at KU, which
continued its work following a terrorist attack in 2022.

Despite challenges, the institute has remained dedicated to promoting Chinese language and
culture in Pakistan.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2494192/chinese-envoy-lauds-working-of-confucius-institute

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2494192/chinese-envoy-lauds-working-of-confucius-institute
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TheNews

Chinese team, Romina discuss green mobility solutions
Islamabad:A high-level Chinese delegation called on Coordinator to Prime Minister on
Climate Change Romina Khurshid Alam and discussed with her its plan to help Pakistan
provide world-class transport service to the people while achieving environmental
sustainability and climate resilience goals.

The delegation, comprising senior-level officials of the Chongqing CRRC Hengton Vehicle
Company and Chongqing Public Transport Group Company, PowerChina International and
Daewoo Pakistan Express, apprised the PM’s climate aide of Pakistan Green Transport
Project (PGTP), an ambitious initiative that aims at transforming the country’s public
transport system to become more environmental-friendly and sustainable.

“Basically set up under the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework, PGTP is
a consortium of Pakistani and Chinese transport companies working to bring zero-emission,
green transport in the country, which would benefit the common man in the country, reduce
the country’s petroleum import bill, ensure optimal utilization of the power generation
capacity and above all improve the environmental conditions across the country,” said Faisal
Ahmed Siddiqui, CEO Daewoo Pakistan Express group, who led the delegation.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=339913

September 08, 2024
DailyTimes

Huawei to train 300,000 young Pakistanis in ICT skills
Chairman of the Prime Minister’s Youth Programme (PMYP) Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan,
visited the office of Huawei on Saturday to discuss the modalities of an extensive training
program aimed at equipping 300,000 young Pakistanis with advanced skills in Information
and Communication Technology (ICT).

The meeting, which followed crucial technical discussions held on September 4th and 5th,
marked a pivotal step in integrating Huawei’s advanced training resources into Pakistan’s
educational framework. The initiative guided by the directives of Prime Minister Mian
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, seeks to enhance technical education by leveraging Huawei’s
global expertise and cutting-edge training materials. This strategic partnership is expected to
substantially elevate the quality and reach of technical education throughout Pakistan,
fostering skill development and innovation. The National Vocational and Technical Training
Commission (NAVTTC) will act as the implementation partner under the Prime Minister’s
Youth Skill Development Programme. The collaboration builds upon the foundation
established during Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to Huawei’s office in China,
underscoring the commitment to advancing Pakistan’s technical education landscape.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1224547/huawei-to-train-300000-young-pakistanis-in-ict-skills/

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1224547/huawei-to-train-300000-young-pakistanis-in-ict-skills/
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Chinese Ambassador makes historic visit to Karachi Nuclear Power Plants
Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong visited the operational Karachi Nuclear Power Plants K-
2 and K-3 on Saturday, following his predecessor Sun Wei Dong’s attendance at the
groundbreaking ceremony for the Karachi Nuclear Power Plants (NPPs) in November 2013.

While giving brief to Ambassador it was highlighted that K2&K3 Nuclear Power Projects
commenced their production in May 2021 and April 2022, respectively with the combined
capacity of generating 2200 MW clean & cost effective energy to national grid, according to
a press release.

Ambassador appreciated the joint work done by Chinese Power Company and PAEC experts
on completion of these Projects. He also thanked Chairman PAEC for ensuring foolproof
safety & security in coordination with LEAs for Chinese workforce employed at KNPGS.

While speaking on the occasion, Chinese Ambassador also stressed the need of promoting
Pak-China Strategic & Bilateral cooperation in vide range of activities, involving various
segments of the society. He stressed that Chinese power companies may not be restricted
only to CPEC Projects but also to contribute in non CPEC and power sector for strengthening
Economic Foundations already laid between the two countries.

While talking on the forthcoming C5 NPP, he appreciated the ongoing negotiations between
both the countries and assured complete support for execution of the project which will
ultimately enhance Nuclear Power potential of Pakistan.

Ambassador further emphasized upon furthering Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiatives for local population around Khi NPPs and assured Chinese support for such
activities as well.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1224666/chinese-ambassador-makes-historic-visit-to-karachi-
nuclear-power-plants/

PakistanObserver

China a Beacon of hope and South-South cooperation
Engr Qaiser Nawab

the China-Africa partnership is its potential to address what President Xi Jinping has termed
the “four deficits” facing humanity: the governance deficit, trust deficit, development deficit
and peace deficit. These deficits represent some of the most pressing challenges of our time
and the collaboration between China and Africa offers a unique opportunity to develop
solutions tailored to the specific needs of developing countries.1. The Governance Deficit.
The governance deficit refers to the challenges many countries face in establishing effective,
transparent and accountable systems of governance. Weak governance structures have
hindered development and contributed to instability in many parts of the world. Through its
partnership with Africa, China has supported efforts to strengthen governance by sharing its
experiences and providing assistance in public administration and capacity building.China’s
approach respects the sovereignty of African nations, recognizing that each country must find
its path to good governance. By providing support without imposing a specific model, China
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allows African nations to develop governance systems responsive to their unique challenges.
2. The Trust Deficit. The trust deficit refers to the lack of trust that often exists between
nations, particularly between developed and developing countries. Historical inequalities
have left many Global South countries wary of external intervention. The China-Africa
partnership helps bridge this trust gap by demonstrating that inter-national cooperation can be
based on mutual respect and shared goals. The relation-ship between China and Africa is
built on trust, reinforced by the tangible results of their collaboration, which have positively
impacted millions of lives across the contnent.3. The Development Deficit. The development
deficit manifests in stark disparities in wealth, infrastructure and quality of life between the
Global North and South. China’s involvement in Africa has been transformative in
addressing this deficit, particularly through investments in infrastructure, education and
technology.

China has played a pivotal role in constructing major infrastructure projects across Africa,
including highways, railways and ports, which have facilitated trade and improved access to
markets. Additionally, China’s investments in education and technology transfer have helped
build local capacity and promote sustainable development. By focusing on long-term
development rather than short-term aid, China is helping African nations build the
foundations for self-sustaining economic growth.4. The Peace Deficit. The peace deficit
refers to the prevalence of conflict and instability in many parts of the world, which hinders
development and exacerbates poverty. Africa has been particularly affected by this deficit,
with conflicts leading to loss of life, displacement and economic disruption.

China has been an important partner in efforts to promote peace and stability in Africa.
Through initiatives such as peacekeeping missions and conflict resolution sup-port, China has
demonstrated its commitment to helping African nations achieve lasting peace. By addressing
the root causes of conflict, such as poverty and lack of opportunity, the China-Africa
partnership contributes to a more peaceful and stable world. A Model for South-South
Cooperation

The China-Africa partnership is a powerful example of South-South cooperation, which
refers to the collaboration between developing countries in the Global South to achieve
common development goals. This model of cooperation is based on the principles of
solidarity, mutual benefit and respect for sovereignty, offering a viable alter-native to the
traditional North-South model of development assistance.

China’s engagement with Africa is a testament to the potential of South-South cooperation to
drive global development. By working together, China and Africa demonstrate that
developing countries can lead in addressing the world’s most pressing challenges, from
poverty to climate change. This partnership also helps shift the balance of power in the
international system, giving a stronger voice to the Global South and promoting a more
equitable and inclusive global order. China’s engagement in Africa is more than a bilateral
relationship; it is a beacon of hope for the Global South and a model for future international
cooperation. By working together, China and Africa are addressing some of the most pressing
challenges facing humanity, from governance and trust to development and peace. Their
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partner-ship is a powerful example of how countries can collaborate to create a more just,
inclusive and sustainable world.

As the global landscape evolves, the China-Africa partnership will play a crucial role in
shaping the future of international relations. By promoting South-South cooperation and
building a community with a shared future for humanity, China and Africa are leading the
way toward a new era of global development.

The author currently serves as the President of the Belt and Road Initiative for Sustainable
Development (BRISD), an international think-tank based in Islamabad.
https://pakobserver.net/china-a-beacon-of-hope-and-south-south-cooperation/

launch of book on Chinese culture
Sultan M Hali

Cheeni Saqafat kay Tabinda Nuqoosh” (Gleaming Gems of Chinese Culture)—my latest
book—was launched at the Institute of Strategic Studies, Islamabad in a solemn ceremony
where literary luminaries including this scribe’s son Dr. Shafei Moiz Hali, currently the Head
of Department of Government and Public Policy at the National Defence University reviewed
the book.

The book is a comprehensive account of the various aspects of the rich Chinese Culture,
numerous traditions, customs and mores and is a study of the ancient roots of the diverse
history of the tradition and culture whose specimens are still prevalent.

“Cheeni Saqafat kay Tabinda Nuqoosh” is divided into thirteen chapters, which cover the
diverse aspects of Chinese culture in full detail. The chapter on Art comprises research on
Chinese Embroidery, its various forms, symbolism and representation. Four traditional styles
have been discussed: Suzhou, Hunan (Zhiangzhio), Guangdong (Youzhio) and Sichuan
(Shuzhio).

The art of traditional Chinese painting, its linkage with the art of calligraphy, classic
presentation of landscape which differs from region to region has been deliberated upon.
Renowned 5th Century Chinese critic, historian and academic Xie He’s book “The
Classification of Ancient Chinese Artists” has been quoted, which talks of six rules of
painting: firstly the “depth of the spirit” i.e. unless the artist paints with his true feelings, he
can never reach the heights of creating a masterpiece. Second rule pertains to the “Bone
Method” which teaches the correct use of the paintbrush and the relationship between
painting and calligraphy. The third rule is “In accordance with the subject”. Art must be close
to the subject while the shades, texture and form must have conformity. The fourth rule is
“Accordance to the type” and the fifth rule is “Classification of art and planning”. The final
rule is “Lessons from the Past”.

Calligraphy, painting and poetry are interrelated while the artist authenticates his creation
with his seal. The art and history of cutting seals has also been discussed in detail. Wood
carving is an ancient Chinese art, which was perfected many centuries ago and has been
carried on by master wood carvers, who have created masterpieces.

https://pakobserver.net/china-a-beacon-of-hope-and-south-south-cooperation/
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The Scholar’s Four Treasures receive special mention. Chi-Pao—the traditional dress of
Chinese women, its origin, development, different styles and conformity with fashion have
been brought out. Art of Chinese Knot-making is specific to ancient China. The various
designs, their symbolism and significance are essential to appreciate the Chinese knot-making
as an art form. Dragon and Lion have a significant position and status in Chinese Traditions
thus they receive their due notation in various forms of traditional Chinese art, including
embroidery, painting, wood carving, sculpture and cuisine.

Chinese lanterns, their significance, origin and various types and New Year paintings
continue to be a part of Chinese culture. The art of making dough figures has an interesting
background and continues to enthrall old and young alike. Chinese furniture is in great
demand in the west but it has special significance in Chinese culture and modern Chinese
also seek forms of traditional furniture.

Hand fans depict a specific part of tradition. Their origin, various types and uses other than
fanning, which includes its use as a prop for story tellers or by traditional Chinese dancers, is
a fascinating description. The chapter on traditional Cuisine is interesting because various
forms of Chinese cuisine form an essential part of culture. Menshi and hot pot as well as the
use of chopsticks draw the attention of the reader. Traditional tea ceremony, its significance
in Chinese society in both ancient and modern times, the origin of tea, its medicinal
properties and various types have been brought out. Traditional Festivals, including the
Chinese Lunar Year, Chinese Spring, Lantern, Chinming, Duanwu and the Chongyang
Festival; their importance, background and symbolism as well as philosophy have been
explained. Traditional Chinese Medicine and how it differs from western medicine, what are
the different types of treatment has been amply elucidated.

Traditional Chinese Musical Instruments, their place in Chinese culture and origin makes for
interesting reading. Opera is a very important part of Chinese culture, its ethos, the different
types, specific make up; their symbolism, opera masks and the use of shadow puppets have
been painstakingly researched and described in the book.

China has scores of historical tourist attractions but six of them have been described in this
book, including the Great Wall, Giant Buddha of Lashan Dafu, Stone Statues of Dazu and the
traditional Hutongs of Beijing.Any discussion on Chinese culture would be incomplete
without a mention of its traditional dances.

Chinese ethnic minorities have been encouraged by the Chinese government to maintain their
rich traditions, dress in their finery and showcase their culture to tourists. A whole chapter
has been dedicated to this which includes their specific customs including wedding
ceremonies.

Keeping crickets as pets is specific to China and was practiced in ancient times by royalty
and is still a popular practice among Chinese.

Deliberately, I have dedicated a chapter to discuss Chinese Etiquette, which is essential for
visitors to China, while meeting or greeting them, dining in their homes or bringing gifts.
Some social taboos have also been presented. Moreover, China’s cultural history is incredibly
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rich and offers numerous insights into its national psyche. China’s long history of dynastic
changes, invasions, and internal conflicts has fostered a strong sense of resilience and
adaptability. The ability to rebuild and innovate after periods of turmoil is a recurring theme.
Traditional Chinese culture places a high value on family and community. Confucianism,
which emphasizes social harmony and respect for hierarchy, has deeply influenced Chinese
social structures and relationships. China also has a long history of technological and
scientific advancements, such as the invention of paper, gunpowder, the compass, and
printing. This tradition of innovation continues to be a source of national pride. My
endeavour to introduce the various aspects of Chinese culture in Urdu was essential because
the majority of Pakistan loves its ‘Iron Brother’ China but knows little about it.

https://pakobserver.net/launch-of-book-on-chinese-culture/

The News

Chinese envoy visits Karachi nuclear power plants
Israr Khan

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong on Saturday became the first Chinese
ambassador to visit an operational nuclear power plant in Pakistan. His visit to the Karachi
Nuclear Power Plants K-2 and K-3 reactors marks a milestone in Pakistan-China cooperation
on nuclear energy. The ambassador’s visit follows the groundbreaking ceremony for the
Chinese-designed nuclear power plants, held in November 2013 and presided over by then
ambassador Sun Weidong. The K-2 and K-3 projects began generating electricity in May
2021 and April 2022, respectively, with a combined capacity of 2,200MW of clean, cost-
effective energy added to the national grid. During the visit, Ambassador Jiang praised the
collaboration between the Chinese power company and Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission
(PAEC) for their successful completion of the projects. He also thanked PAEC chairman for
ensuring the safety and security of the Chinese workforce, in coordination with law
enforcement agencies. In his remarks, Ambassador Jiang emphasized the importance of
expanding Pak-China strategic and bilateral cooperation, not only in the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) but also in non-CPEC projects, particularly in the power sector.
He highlighted that Chinese power companies should play a broader role in strengthening
Pakistan’s economic foundations. The ambassador also touched on the ongoing negotiations
for the 1,200MW Chashma Nuclear Power Plant Unit 5 (C-5) in Mianwali, expressing full
support for its execution. He stressed that the project would further enhance Pakistan’s
nuclear power potential. Additionally, Jiang underscored the need for Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiatives benefiting local communities around the Karachi nuclear
power plants and promised continued Chinese support in this area. He noted that the Chinese
commercial counselor would soon visit the K-2 and K-3 sites to assess operations and
coordinate CSR efforts. The ambassador was accompanied by key officials from the Chinese
consulate and embassy in Karachi, signaling China’s commitment to bolstering Pakistan’s
clean energy ambitions. The envoy’s visit came before the expected visit of Chinese PM to
Pakistan in October.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=340308

https://pakobserver.net/launch-of-book-on-chinese-culture/
https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=340308
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September 09, 2024
DailyTimes

New Dimension in China-Africa Cooperation
Muhammad Asif Noor

The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) held in Beijing has emerged as a
significant milestone in the ever-evolving relationship between China and the African
continent. This summit, marked by the presence of over 50 African leaders, represents more
than just a diplomatic gathering. It is a powerful symbol of China’s deepening ties with
Africa and its commitment to fostering a shared future.

The forum, which has grown in stature and importance since its inception in 2000, reflects
China’s strategic vision of positioning itself as the development partner of choice for the
Global South. In a world increasingly defined by geopolitical shifts and economic
uncertainties, the outcomes of this summit carry profound implications not only for Africa
but for the global order at large.

At the heart of this forum lies the promise of modernization-a term that resonates deeply
within the narratives of both China and Africa. Chinese President Xi Jinping, in his keynote
address, emphasized that the modernization of China and Africa is not just a regional
necessity but a global imperative. With one-third of the world’s population residing in China
and Africa, their joint progress is seen as pivotal to the broader global modernization process.

This perspective is not merely rhetorical; it reflects a strategic alignment between China’s
developmental trajectory and Africa’s aspirations for economic growth and social progress.
By aligning their goals, China and Africa are not only shaping their destinies but also
contributing to a more balanced and inclusive global development landscape.

The significance of this summit is further underscored by the announcement of ten
partnership actions that China and Africa will jointly pursue over the next three years. These
actions span a wide range of areas, from mutual learning among civilizations to trade
prosperity, industrial chain cooperation, and green development.

The breadth and ambition of these initiatives are a testament to the comprehensive nature of
China-Africa cooperation. For instance, China’s commitment to providing 360 billion yuan in
financial support, along with the creation of one million jobs in Africa, reflects a deep-seated
commitment to fostering economic resilience and sustainable development across the
continent. This approach is not merely transactional; it is a strategic effort to build enduring
partnerships that go beyond immediate economic gains.

One of the most notable aspects of this forum is its emphasis on mutual respect and equality –
a departure from the traditional donor-recipient dynamics that have often characterized
Africa’s relations with other global powers. China’s approach, as articulated by President Xi,
is rooted in the principle of treating African countries as equal partners, with the right to
pursue their paths to modernization. This perspective is particularly resonant in a continent
that has long grappled with the legacies of colonialism and external intervention. By
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emphasizing the importance of local conditions and national realities in shaping development
strategies, China is offering an alternative model of cooperation that prioritizes African
agency and ownership.

The forum also highlighted the strategic dimension of China-Africa relations, with President
Xi proposing the elevation of these relations to the level of an all-weather China-Africa
community with a shared future. This proposal is not merely symbolic; it reflects China’s
recognition of Africa’s growing geopolitical significance and its desire to forge a long-term,
resilient partnership that can withstand the vicissitudes of international politics.

The commitment to enhancing connectivity, both in terms of physical infrastructure and
digital networks, is a clear indication of China’s intent to integrate Africa more closely into
the global economy. This is particularly important in the context of the Belt and Road
Initiative, which has seen substantial investments in African infrastructure projects, from
roads and railways to ports and energy facilities.

However, the implications of this deepening relationship extend beyond the economic sphere.
The inclusion of green development and common security among the ten partnership actions
reflects a broader understanding of the interconnected challenges facing both regions.

China’s pledge to launch 30 clean energy projects in Africa and its offer to collaborate on
nuclear technology and satellite remote sensing are significant steps towards addressing the
continent’s energy deficits and enhancing its technological capabilities.

These initiatives are not only crucial for Africa’s development but also align with global
efforts to combat climate change and promote sustainable growth.

The focus on common security is another critical dimension of the forum’s outcomes. In a
world marked by increasing instability and geopolitical tensions,

China’s offer to provide military assistance and training to African countries is a clear
indication of its commitment to supporting regional stability.

This approach, however, is carefully balanced with respect for African sovereignty and a
rejection of external interference.

By framing security cooperation within the broader context of the Global Security Initiative,
China is positioning itself as a partner in Africa’s quest for peace and stability, rather than a
hegemonic power seeking to impose its will.

The 2024 FOCAC summit represents a pivotal moment in China-Africa relations. It is a
testament to the maturity and depth of their partnership, one that is built on mutual respect,
shared interests, and a common vision for the future.

The writer is Director, Centre for Eurasia and Central Asian Studies-Institute of Peace and
Diplomatic Studies.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1224942/new-dimension-in-china-africa-cooperation/

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1224942/new-dimension-in-china-africa-cooperation/
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China, Pakistan brew up new opportunities with broken tea exports
Broken tea from China and Pakistan can be blended and make new products for the
international market, said He Qingyuan, a senior official of Tea Research Institute, Yunnan
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, according to a report carried by China Economic Net
(CEN).

“In Pakistan, the demand for broken black tea is high. “Broken black tea is mainly used to
make teabags. Its price is not high in China.

Yunnan is also searching for ways to increase its export. Industrial transfer or guidance from
Yunnan to Pakistan can be a very effective way for Pak-China tea cooperation.”

Lately, Mr. Manzoor Ali, Counselor of the Pakistani Embassy in China, expressed his
expectation of further Pak-China cooperation in tea industry, stating, “with a population of
over 200 million, Pakistan is a major consumer of tea.

Our Embassy has signed an MOU with the International Business Advisory Council of the
China International Engineering Consulting Association (CAIEC).

Through collaboration with Chinese tea companies in tea production, we aim to not only
meet domestic market demand, but also extend to neighboring Islamic countries and even
reach European nations.”

“Tea is an embedded part of our culture, joy and conversations. One cannot take tea away
from a Pakistani’s life,” said Sadia Khatri, a writer in Karachi. “Any time is a good time for
tea.”

Such is the case. As the world’s largest tea importer, Pakistan imported more than USD 600
million (about RMB 4.033 billion) worth of tea last year, while China’s exports of tea to
Pakistan were USD 5.76 million during 2023, according to the United Nations COMTRADE
database on international trade. The huge gap shows that there is still huge potential for
cooperation between China and Pakistan in the tea industry.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225043/china-pakistan-brew-up-new-opportunities-with-broken-
tea-exports/

TheExpress Tribune

Correcting West's narrative on Pakistan
Talk of being in 'deep crisis' due to Chinese loans is far from reality

KARACHI: Pakistan's economy is poised to enter a sustainable growth phase after achieving
recent stability. This is evident as renowned global credit rating agencies, including Fitch and
Moody's, upgraded Islamabad's credit rating in July and August. These upgrades
acknowledge that Pakistan has navigated out of economic and financial dangers, averting a
major risk of default on foreign debt repayments between 2023 and 2024.

However, a New York Times opinion piece last month (August 2024) claimed, "Pakistan is
mired in a deep economic crisis that it can't climb out of, partly because of the need to pay
billions of dollars in loans to China for infrastructure and other projects."

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225043/china-pakistan-brew-up-new-opportunities-with-broken-tea-exports/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225043/china-pakistan-brew-up-new-opportunities-with-broken-tea-exports/
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This claim starkly contradicts the facts. Pakistan is no longer in a deep economic crisis but is
instead on the verge of transitioning from stability to growth. Inflation has returned to single
digits, standing at 9.6% in August 2024 after three years. Foreign exchange reserves have hit
a 26-month high of $9.43 billion, more than triple the amount recorded in February 2023. The
rupee-dollar exchange rate has remained stable at Rs278-279/$ for over five months, with the
current account deficit narrowing to breakeven. Workers' remittances have surged, and export
earnings are on the rise. The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) is expected to make its third
consecutive significant interest rate cut of 1-1.5 percentage points next week (on September
12) to further support economic activity.

As for the second part of the opinion piece's claim that Pakistan is trapped by billions in loans
to China under the Belt and Road Initiative's (BRI) flagship China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) project it's essential to recall that China was the first nation to provide
crucial financing during Pakistan's peak economic and financial crisis between January and
June 2023. This financing helped Pakistan avert potential default on its foreign debt
obligations.

Following this, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Qatar committed to
bridging the financing gap for FY24 and worked with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
to grant Pakistan a short-term $3 billion loan in late June 2023 to initiate structural reforms.

Thus, Chinese financing proved to be a lifeline for Pakistan in 2023, helping the country
embark on a new era of economic and financial stability, which is now poised for growth and
development. This isn't the first time China, the world's second-largest economy and
Pakistan's neighbour, has come forward to support the nation in difficult times. Earlier,
between 2010 and 2015, Pakistan's economy was crippled by frequent power blackouts, with
parts of the country experiencing up to 18-hour outages daily. The energy crisis partially shut
down industries and slashed economic growth by around two percentage points. During those
tough times, China stepped in, providing essential financing and expertise to set up massive
power projects under the CPEC framework, initially worth around $46 billion. Beijing has
invested approximately $25 billion in CPEC's phase-I to date.

CPEC's power and infrastructure projects have been a game-changer for Pakistan, restoring
electricity, reviving industries, and driving economic activities. These initiatives also
generated significant job opportunities across the country.

Current estimates suggest that Pakistan owes about 20-25% of its total foreign debt of $130.5
billion (as of June 30, 2024) to China. Speaking to The Express Tribune, Umar Farooq,
Senior Researcher at the Pakistan China Institute, pointed out that the average interest rate for
CPEC energy projects is 4%, which is lower than the 4.25% rate offered by Western
institutions like the World Bank. Furthermore, China has always been responsive to
Pakistan's requests for loan rollovers, considering the country's economic circumstances. "So,
the idea of Pakistan being in a 'deep economic crisis' due to Chinese loans is far from reality,"
Farooq asserted.

Prof Zamir Ahmed Awan, Founding Chairman of the Global Silk Route Research Alliance
(GSRRA), added that Pakistan owes significantly less debt to China compared to over three-
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fourths of its debt owed to non-Chinese, mostly Western financial institutions, including the
IMF, World Bank, and Paris Club. "This suggests that Pakistan is not trapped in CPEC debt,
but rather in Western debt, if at all."

He further explained that most CPEC projects completed in phase-I are "revenue-generating"
rather than "revenue-consuming." Projects like Gwadar Port, as well as power and road
initiatives, are not only generating income and profits for shareholders but also helping to
repay the debt accumulated during their construction.

These loans will be gradually repaid over 20 to 30 years, after which China will hand over the
projects to Pakistan. Most of these commercial loans are long-term and carry relatively low-
interest rates. In addition to loans, China has made substantial investments and grants in
Pakistan at zero cost.

Awan concluded that the United States is wary of China's growing global influence through
its over $1 trillion BRI projects. As a result, Washington has continued to target Beijing,
imposing sanctions on its technology, high-tech, solar, and electric vehicle companies.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2494545/correcting-wests-narrative-on-pakistan

September 10, 2024
BusinessRecorder

IPPs and capacity payments – how to deal with the challenge
This is a follow-up piece. The first part appeared on 1st August 2024. Both may be read
together.

Let us explore potential solutions and actions that can be taken by the State of Pakistan to
mitigate the losses or, more fundamentally, address the challenge of significant capacity
payments. We may even convert this challenge into an opportunity, for both the challenges
and opportunities come together.

Privatise Discos: Several successive governments have discussed privatizing the distribution
companies. The sooner we do it, the better. We are already late. Select feeders can be
privatized as the first step, with buyers incentivized to reduce losses. This would create a
mutually beneficial transaction.

There has also been a discussion about handing over these companies to the relevant
provincial governments. However, I do not believe this would solve the problem; it might
instead exacerbate it.

Improve recoveries with the help of provincial governments: It is an open secret that there is
chronic electricity theft in the country. Additionally, certain consumers including some public
sector entities do not pay their bills regularly. Without the support of provincial governments,
these issues may not be resolved. These governments could be offered a share in the recovery
or even some free equity in the distribution companies to make them stakeholders in the
viability of these entities.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2494545/correcting-wests-narrative-on-pakistan
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Extend loan tenors: All lenders, both local and international, should be approached with a
request to extend loan tenors to match the remaining terms of the relevant PPA and EPA
agreements. The good news is that Chinese loans are the elephant in the room, meaning
significant relief can be obtained by negotiating with the Government of China alone.

Policy rate reduction: A substantial portion of debt is lent by local banks, and KIBOR has
skyrocketed in recent years. It is astonishing to see such a high policy rate for so many years
when the government itself is by far the largest borrower. A reduction in the policy rate
would reduce the capacity payment burden. Our policy rate must be in single digit.

The good news is that inflation has reduced to a single digit after 34 months. In any event,
there are other ways to address inflation. Keeping the policy rate high for so long does not
make sense for Pakistan; it is like shooting oneself in the foot.

Incentivise electric bikes, rickshaws, and public transport: Incentivizing the manufacturing
and use of electric bikes, rickshaws, and eventually buses and trucks would substantially
increase electricity consumption and save precious dollars spent on importing fuel.

Exclude governmental taxes: There are several taxes, duties, and levies added to electricity
bills. These must be excluded. The State cannot increase the capacity payment burden by
adding taxes and then start complaining about a problem that it, at least partially, created.

Solarisation: Public sector institutions that consume energy but do not pay their bills should
be solarized to reduce the capacity payment burden.

Retire old GENCOs, the 1994 IPPs, and the 2002 IPPs with mutual agreement: Projects
deemed unnecessary according to the latest iteration of IGCEP or otherwise, or those not
dispatched due to high costs, should be terminated with mutual consent. Public sector
projects can be terminated overnight, while private sector projects can propose options. I
have no doubt that the parties can find a mutually acceptable solution to part ways amicably.

Electrify motorways and highways: We do not have electricity available on our motorways
and highways. A substantial amount of capacity can be utilized by providing electricity
throughout our motorways and highways on a 365-day basis. Travelers can pay extra tolls to
account for the electricity available on the road. Brighter roads would make their journeys
safer and more enjoyable.

Pay subsidies directly via the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP): We should
remove the inefficient subsidy system within our electricity bills. Instead, ‘lifeline
consumers’ should be helped and compensated via social programmes such as BISP.

Provide cheap electricity to industries that earn foreign exchange, such as IT and textiles:
New and existing industries that either replace imports or increase exports should be
incentivized to use more electricity.

No captive power plants: Captive power plants using local fuel, whether subsidized or not,
should be encouraged and incentivized to draw power from the national grid instead of
generating power independently.
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Improve the transmission and distribution network: No power plant should remain unutilized
due to a lack of transmission or distribution infrastructure, or because the network faces
congestion.

Increase fixed charges coupled with decrease in energy price: Fixed charges payable by each
consumer may be increased, with cheaper price charged for higher electricity usage.

These are my “fourteen points” for consideration by the powers that be. Collectively, these
actions would reduce the capacity payment burden by no less than 50%. Where there is a will,
there is a way. In addition, we may convert imported coal to local coal, where possible, via
co-mingling. Energy experts have discussed the potential for this conversion. Yes, there are
technical issues regarding the quality and transportation of local coal. However, to the extent
that it can be used through co-mingling with imported coal or otherwise, it should be used.
This would not only reduce electricity prices but also save precious dollars. Although this
solution is not directly linked to capacity payments, the possible reduction in electricity prices
would help reduce consumers’ overall burden.

My parting advice is to avoid repeating past mistakes. It is crucial to uphold the sanctity of
contracts. We must ensure that future investments in capital-intensive projects in Pakistan are
not made more expensive by resorting to coercive actions against current investors.
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/10/7-page/1006781-news.html

DailyTimes

Chinese firm installs 8 wind turbines
Orient Energy Systems, a local renewable solutions company announced completion of
erection and installation of a total 38.4 MWs of wind power plants, comprising 8 Goldwind
turbines of 4.8 megawatts capacity each.

The development, powered by China’s prominent manufacturer, Goldwind, showcases wind
power as another source of clean, green and low-cost energy for captive power market in the
country’s Southern port and industrial city of Karachi.

Six of the 8 turbines were installed at Lucky Cement Ltd., Karachi while two of the turbines
were installed at Yunus Textile Mills, Karachi, Gwadar Pro reported.

The Goldwind turbine, boasting an impressive hub height of 110 meters, is the largest wind
turbine ever installed in the country, Orient Energy earlier said.

The 6’4.8 MWs Lucky Cement plant is arguably the largest captive wind power plant in the
country.

The first captive wind power plant of 2*4.8 MWs capacity was installed by Liberty Mills,
Karachi in March this year. Orient Energy has signed an agreement with the Goldwind for
provision of 150 MWs wind power plants for Pakistan’s captive market.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225167/chinese-firm-installs-8-wind-turbines/

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/10/7-page/1006781-news.html
https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225167/chinese-firm-installs-8-wind-turbines/
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Advancing Modernization in China and Pakistan Together
Jiang Zaidong

The Third Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
has attracted widespread attention and is of great significance. Many Pakistani friends care
about the implications of this meeting on China-Pakistan cooperation and how Pakistan will
benefit from China’s high-quality development process. I would like to share some of my
thoughts and views on the above topics.

First, guided by the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee,
Chinese side stand ready to strengthen exchanges of state governance experiences with
Pakistan, and jointly advance modernization in our respective countries.

President Xi Jinping pointed out that “Reform and opening up, China’s second revolution if
you like, has not only profoundly changed the country but also greatly influenced the whole
world. Especially since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China in 2012,
China has written a new chapter in its development, achieving the two miracles of rapid
economic growth and long-term social stability. With nearly 100 million impoverished rural
population lifted out of poverty, China has historically solved the problem of absolute
poverty, and built a moderately prosperous society in an all-round way, contributing to over
70 percent of the international cause of poverty reduction, as well as over 30 percent of the
global growth for years in a row.

This is fundamentally attributed to the leadership of General Secretary Xi Jinping, as the core
of the CPC Central Committee and the whole Party, and the scientific guidance of Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. In particular, President Xi
Jinping, with extraordinary political courage and strong historical responsibility, personally
planned and guided the overall design of reforms, coordinated and promoted the overall
progress, and provided firm leadership and guarantee for us to make such historic
achievements and realize historic changes, and led the Chinese people to embark on a new
journey of advancing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation through Chinese
modernization.

It was at this critical time of building China into a great modern socialist country in all
respects and advancing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation on all fronts through the
Chinese path to modernization, that the Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central
Committee was successfully held in July this year. The most important outcome of this
Plenary Session was the review and approval of the “Resolution on Further Deepening
Reform Comprehensively to Advance Chinese Modernization”, which proposed over 300
important reform measures, and made systematic arrangements for further comprehensively
deepening reform and advancing Chinese modernization. At present, over 1.4 billion Chinese
people are actively implementing the spirit of the Plenary Session and the Resolution,
applying the new development philosophy, building the new development paradigm, and
promoting high-quality development, marching towards modernization. This has and will
continue to enhance the overall strength of developing countries, bringing about the most
progressive major changes in the international circumstances since modern times.
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President Xi Jinping has pointed out, the modernization we are pursuing is not for China
alone, but we look forward to achieving modernization together with all countries, including
the vast developing countries”, and “no one should be left behind on the path to
modernization”. We stand ready to provide new opportunities for world development with
the new achievements of Chinese modernization, and would like to first share the experience
of state governance with our ironclad friend Pakistan, and provide beneficial reference for
Pakistan to promote multiple reform agenda and achieve modernization. Recently, at the
Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation, President Xi Jinping delivered
an important keynote speech, emphasizing that we should jointly advance modernization that
is just and equitable, help ensure equal rights and equal opportunities for all countries; jointly
advance modernization that is open and win-win, and build together a model for the delivery
of the Global Development Initiative; jointly advance modernization that puts the people first,
and ensure that all will benefit from the process; jointly advance modernization featuring
diversity and inclusiveness, and strive together for more fruitful outcomes under the Global
Civilization Initiative; jointly advance modernization that is eco-friendly, and jointly push for
the global transition to green and low-carbon development; jointly advance modernization
underpinned by peace and security, and work together to uphold world peace and stability.

This also has important guiding significance for China and Pakistan to jointly advance
modernization. We stand ready to work with Pakistan, to learn from each other, support each
other, through various methods such as party-to-party exchanges, practical cooperation, and
talent training, so as to both share development experiences, and also provide development
boost, and jointly write new chapters in the reform and development of our respective
countries and contribute China and Pakistan’s efforts to the world modernization.

Second, by taking the implementation of the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the 20th
CPC Central Committee as opportunity, Chinese side stand ready to promote China’s high-
standard opening up and accelerate the building of a China-Pakistan community with a
shared future.

Under the joint leadership of President Xi Jinping and Pakistani leaders, and through our joint
efforts, China-Pakistan cooperation has made comprehensive progress. President Xi Jinping
exchanged letters with President Asif Ali Zardari, and also met with Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif during his visit to China. They reached important consensus on advancing China-
Pakistan all-weather strategic cooperation and CPEC construction. The relevant authorities of
our two countries actively implement the consensus reached by our leaders, and have
accelerated forging an “upgraded version” of CPEC while aligning it with Pakistan’s “5Es”
Framework.

Efforts are being made to step up the negotiations on the upgradation the ML-1 and
realignment of Karakoram Highway, and strive to realize the all year-round function of the
Khunjerab-Sost pass at an early date. And we have basically decided on sending 1,000
agricultural talents to China for training, and have started coordinating on IT and AI talent
training projects. For example, in Sindh Province, where I just visited, the Power Plant at Port
Qasim Karachi provides low-cost and stable electricity, and the Dawood Wind Farm
continuously supplies clean energy. The Peshawar-Karachi Motorway (Multan -Sukkur
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section) has reduced the travel time between the two places from 11 hours to within 4 hours.
The export of dried chili from Sindh Province has become a bright spot in China-Pakistan
agricultural cooperation.

The Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee pointed out that opening up is
a defining feature of Chinese modernization. It is imperative for China to remain committed
to the fundamental national policy of opening to the outside world, pursuing a high-standard
opening up, building a multidimensional network to connect countries along the Belt and
Road, and making coordinated efforts to advance both major signature projects and “small
but beautiful” public welfare projects. This provides new opportunities and injects new
momentum for China-Pakistan cooperation.

We stand ready to accelerate energy and infrastructure construction cooperation with
Pakistan, speed up the upgradation of the ML-1 and the KKH realignment project, and strive
for the early commercial operation of the Suki Kinari Hydropower Project, and to realize the
all year-round function of the Khunjerab-Sost pass at an early date, and help Pakistan
consolidate its development foundation. We stand ready to strengthen agricultural and mining
cooperation with Pakistan in accordance with local conditions, increase the import of high-
quality agricultural products from Pakistan, explore the development of oil and gas resources,
and help Pakistan leverage its development advantages. We stand ready to strengthen
cooperation with Pakistan in new energy, IT, and even the space field, to help Pakistan win
the future of development. We stand ready to strengthen the construction of the Gwadar area
with Pakistan, complete the construction of the new Gwadar international airport and hand it
over within the year, implement more “small but beautiful” projects, such as distributing
health kits to students in Balochistan, and help Pakistan narrow the domestic development
gap.

Third, by taking the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee as
a driving force, Chinese side stand ready to work with Pakistan to promote “Global South”
cooperation and effectively safeguard international fairness and justice and the interests of
developing countries.

The Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee pointed out that China’s
modernization is modernization of peaceful development, which calls for an equal and
orderly multipolar world, an universally beneficial and inclusive economic globalization, and
getting involved in leading the reform and development of the global governance system. At
present, peaceful development and win-win cooperation are where global opinion trends and
the arc of history bends. However, there are always some countries that go against the
historical trend and the common aspirations of the international community.

They hold Cold War mentality and the obsession with hegemony, pursue unilateralism,
provok bloc confrontation, and contain and suppress other specific countries. They pursue
domestic priority and winner-takes-all, promote protectionism, build “small courtyards with
high walls”, and resort to sanctions and pressure at every turn. In the face of these problems
and challenges in the world today, China advocates an equal and orderly multipolar world,
which is to insist that all countries, refardless of size, are treated as equals, to reject
hegemony and power politics, and earnestly promote the democratization of international
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relations, so that every country can find its own place in the multipolar world. And China
advocates for an inclusive and universally beneficial economic globalization, which is to
comply with the common aspirations of all countries in the world, especially developing
countries, and work together to make the “cake” of economic globalization bigger and fairly
share it, and to resolutely oppose unilateralism and protectionism, and firmly promote trade
and investment liberalization and facilitation, to achieve mutual benefit, win-win results and
common prosperity.

In this process, we attach great importance to cooperation with the Global South. In recent
years, the Global South stands out with a strong momentum. In the economic field, Global
South countries have contributed as high as 80 percent to world economic growth over the
past 20 years, and their global share of GDP has increased from 24 percent to more than 40
percent in the past 40 years, profoundly drawing the world economic map. In the political
field, the Global South is no longer the “silent majority” on the international stage, but has
made their own voices firmly and loudly, regarded as the key force for international order
transformation and the hope in the world undergoing profound changes unseen in a century.

To support the development and growth of the Global South, President Xi Jinping put
forward the open and inclusive cooperation initiative for the Global South, and announced a
series of measures to support Global South cooperation, for example to establish a Global
South research center, to provide 100,000 training opportunities to Global South countries in
the coming five years, etc.

We stand ready to work with Global South countries including Pakistan, to actively
implement the initiative, to inject stronger impetus for the common development, solidarity
and cooperation of the Global South, to join hands to take the lead in building a community
with a shared future for mankind, and to effectively safeguard international fairness, justice
and the national interests of vast developing countries.

The writer is Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China in Islamabad.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225332/advancing-modernization-in-china-and-pakistan-together/

China to train 3,000 int’l cops, including Pakistanis
China will train thousands of law enforcement officers from different countries over the next
12 months, its police chief said Monday, as it seeks to cement its role as a global security
provider.

Police from China have trained 2,700 officers in the past year and are planning to coach
3,000 more from various countries over the next 12 months, public security minister Wang
Xiaohong said in a speech at a conference in eastern China.

“We will (also) send police consultants to countries in need to conduct training to help them
quickly and effectively improve their law enforcement capabilities,” Wang said.

The security conference held in the port city of Lianyungang in Jiangsu province drew law
enforcement officers from 122 countries, regions, and international organizations including
Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan and global police body Interpol.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225332/advancing-modernization-in-china-and-pakistan-together/
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The annual Lianyungang conference is seen as part of the Global Security Initiative (GSI)
proposed by Chinese leader Xi Jinping in 2022, which aims to address international issues
through cooperation with other countries.

However analysts have described the GSI as a way of expanding China’s global influence
and chipping away at the current US-led security order.

“It’s almost like saying ‘if you don’t like the Western way of doing things, we’ve got the
Chinese alternative’,” Benjamin Ho, an assistant professor at the S. Rajaratnam School of
International Studies’ China Programme, told AFP.

“So certainly, China is trying to highlight some of these (policing) initiatives in a big way,
and that’s part and parcel of its jostling for influence vis-a-vis the West,” Ho said.

Wang said in his speech to hundreds of conference delegates that law enforcement had been
“politicized.”

“Normal international cooperation has been demonized,” Wang said, adding that China
“rejects any form of hegemonism and bullying.”

He also said that regional security risks continue to “spill over,” including from the Ukraine
war, the Israel-Palestinian conflict and tensions in the Red Sea.

Rose-gold handcuffs, batons and bulletproof vests were on display for potential overseas
buyers at the conference venue.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225244/china-to-train-3000-intl-cops-including-pakistanis/

PakistanObserver

3rd plenum: Priorities to remodel China’s economic future
Naghmana A Hashmi

CHINA is aware that its 2035 goal to build a more equitable, innovative and greener
economy and 2049 goal of modernization are within reach. However, to realize them, rational
but difficult choices must be made and challenges faced head-on now. The third plenary
session of the Chinese Communist Party’s (CPC) 20th Central Committee in July 2024 came
at a critical juncture for China’s economic challenges and therefore focused on deepening
economic reforms to address a range of pressing issues facing China’s economy and society.

The third Plenum, therefore, enacted much awaited and required major structural reforms.
China set ambitious long-term policy goals and unveiled a range of economic reforms and
policies to address long-standing issues hindering growth and recovery. While reforms are
modest, yet comprehensively cover all aspects of economy and governance. These reforms
will have a substantial impact on the country’s development trajectory and thus their impact
should be well understood.

The CCP plenums are quasi-annual meetings held by the Central Committee. After the
National Congress, which is held every five years and elects the Central Committee, they are
the most important and high-level political gathering in China. Historically, these plenums
have been the platform from which the government launches seminal policies and decisions,

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225244/china-to-train-3000-intl-cops-including-pakistanis/
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such as the “reform and opening up policy” in 1978 and the easing of the One-Child policy in
2013.

Although past plenums have seen major reforms and policy decisions, July 2024 plenum did
not announce any drastic pivots and instead put in more granular reforms that align with the
country’s current development trajectory. The Central Committee approved decision on
Further Comprehensive Deepening of Reforms and Advancing Chinese-style Modernization.
The third plenum named “high quality development” as China’s “top priority” and laid out
structural reforms to be completed by 2029, the 80th anniversary of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China.

This document outlined the planned economic reforms for the coming years and focused in
part on policies to promote the “new-type industrialization” policy. This initiative seeks to
move China’s industries up the value chain and boost their global competitiveness by
focusing on digitization, advanced manufacturing, secure supply chains and developing core
and emerging technologies. “High quality development is the primary task of building a
modern socialist country in an all-round way,” the statement said.

External factors are anticipated to encourage reinforcement of China’s internal competencies,
especially in the technological sector, aiming to enhance the robustness and self-reliance of
vital industrial and supply networks. In recent years, the US and the EU, as well as other
allies, have increased pressure on China by introducing a variety of policies aimed at
countering China’s growing influence in key supply chains. These include the US’s curbs on
key technology exports to China and recent tariff hikes as well as the EU’s growing scrutiny
of various Chinese imports.

To mitigate this, the Central Committee may prioritize enhancing domestic high-end,
intelligent and green manufacturing, consolidating advantageous industries and fostering
strategic emerging industries, such as semiconductors, alongside encouraging collaborative
innovation across the industrial chain. Decisions have also been taken to help with business
matchmaking, location analysis, market entry strategy, market research and supply chain re-
engineering.

While technology innovation initiative was first introduced in 2002 during the 16th National
Congress, it has become an increasingly important aspect of China’s industrial policy in
recent years. In September 2023, China’s President Xi Jinping stressed the “vital role of high-
quality development in advancing new-type industrialization,” emphasizing the need to adapt
and lead the ongoing scientific and technological revolution.

China views technology innovation as a new growth engine that could help the economy
transition from the old model fueled by infrastructure investment and debt expansion. The
third plenum announced policies related to promoting high-end, intelligent and green
manufacturing processes, consolidating existing industrial strengths and expanding strategic
emerging industries and proactively developing industries of the future to stay ahead in
global technological and industrial revolutions. Meanwhile, China has been proactively
building economic relationships with countries in Southeast Asia, Africa, Latin America and
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Eastern Europe to strengthen its supply chain resilience. This strategy is expected to remain
steadfast in short term.

Chinese private sector has experienced uneven recovery since the COVID-19 pandemic, with
private companies falling behind their public counterparts across measures such as value
output and investment. The third plenum announced new policies to support the growth and
recovery of the private sector, with initiatives including ensuring equal treatments for state-
owned and private enterprises through institutional and legal frameworks, protecting the
property rights and interests of private entrepreneurs and supporting the growth of small,
medium, and micro-enterprises as well as individual businesses.

Xi’s government has also strengthened its national security apparatus in the past decade. The
plenum pledged to ensure “security,” which means national security concerns could continue
to drive policymaking. They also vowed to give “better play to the role of the market,” while
noting that market forces need to be better managed and retained a previous promise to
“unswervingly” develop the state sector.

China also pledged to “improve people’s livelihoods” at the plenum, which is essentially a
continuation of Xi’s “common prosperity” agenda. While previous leaders in post-Mao China
were content to let some get rich first, Xi believes the time has come to share the fruits of
China’s development more widely among its population. The Plenum acknowledged the need
to improve “basic and bottom-up livelihood, solve the most direct and realistic interests of the
people and continuously meet the people’s yearning for a better life.” This is the most
promising part of the reform agenda, since channeling a greater share of income to
households would help advance a much-needed rebalancing toward consumption.

It was also decided to improve job market, social security, education system and the medical
system. Likewise, the need to address risks in the property market and other threats to the
economy have been heighted with determination to put requisite strategies in place to rectify
the problems. Relieving the financial squeeze on local governments that have built up huge
amounts of debt after a crackdown on heavy borrowing by property developers pushed the
real estate industry into crisis, cutting off a vital source of tax revenues from sales of land-use
rights. The urgent need to reform the tax system and better integrate cities and the
countryside has also been emphasized.

The leadership also vowed to revamp the fiscal, taxation and financial systems, which signal
their concerns about how to address the debt crisis faced by local governments. Debt has
piled up at China’s municipal governments, after three years of pandemic controls drained
their coffers and the property slump led to a sharp decline in land sales, which they rely on
for income. That poses risks to the country’s banking system and economic growth.

Besides the long-term structural reform priorities, policymakers also promised to achieve
short-term economic goals, including a 5% GDP growth target for 2024.

That came days after China released disappointing economic data for the second quarter of
this year. GDP grew 4.7% year-on-year in the April-to-June period, marking the weakest
growth since the first quarter of last year, according to data from the National Bureau of
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Statistics on Monday. The figure slowed from 5.3% in the previous three months and missed
the 5.1% increase forecast.

To achieve the annual goals, “China will proactively expand domestic demand” and develop
“new-quality productivity forces.”

That could mean channeling resources to favored sectors, such as high-tech manufacturing,
while gradually curbing the role of sunset industries like property development, according to
Evans-Pritchard from Capital Economics.

Analysts say that the coming months could offer more details on how Xi plans to revive the
economy.

Sustainable development remains a cornerstone of China’s policy framework. It has
committed to peaking carbon emissions before 2030 and achieving carbon neutrality by 2060.

China has now introduced measures to accelerate this green transition, promoting renewable
energy, enhancing energy efficiency and supporting the development of a circular economy.
These efforts underscore China’s dedication to combating climate change and fostering a
harmonious co-existence between humanity and nature.

The decisions taken at the Third Plenum will propel China in a new era of reforms and
prepare it to face the challenges emerging around it that may restrain its development.

China is now determined to ensure it realizes its second millennial Goal of rejuvenation of
the motherland by the middle of the century.

It plans to do this by building a high-standard socialist market economy, improving
macroeconomic governance, improving the national strategic planning system and policy
coordination mechanisms, deepening reform of the fiscal and tax systems, deepening reform
of the financial system, improving mechanisms for implementing the coordinated regional
development strategy, promoting integrated urban-rural development, pursuing high-standard
opening-up, advancing whole-process people’s democracy, promoting socialist rule of law
with Chinese characteristics, deepening reform in the cultural sector, ensuring and improving
the people’s well-being, deepening reform in ecological conservation, modernizing China’s
national security system and capacity, deepening national defence and military reform,
improving the Party’s leadership.

So far China has demonstrated its determination to fully implement its short and long-term
goals.

Now it is in the final decades of achieving its cherished goal of national rejuvenation of the
motherland.

Whether it is able to achieve it will depend on the decisions China is taking today and will
continue to need strong and sagacious leadership.

—The writer is former Ambassador, based in Islamabad.

https://pakobserver.net/3rd-plenum-priorities-to-remodel-chinas-economic-future/

https://pakobserver.net/3rd-plenum-priorities-to-remodel-chinas-economic-future/
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NawaiwaqtNews

یئتکدکدہدجس
دگمہکےسمیئتےنتکدکدہدجسچکنممہرہہ۔یہرےمکلدیببددعداہگ۔یدجسسریعےایادن

رہےدلدسقادرجدبےایخرجہ،کدیکمبکےشہ۔
Shanghai(یئتےنت Cooperation Organisation( دییریئیس،دقدیدےرتیتےنکتہجیئم2001ئ

کرون،تجندےردابنکرہؤںنمئک۔یتمکلیئچن ی
ک

Shanghai(مچ،رےس،ماق�متاین،کز Five( کدردکت۔
سدئدابنکجدسمبمشمہد،تدستکیمملکیئتےنترکگ۔10جتئ2015ءکدسمبرتدےرچکنکب

شمکگ۔
چکن2005ءسیئتےنتکممی،جتکدجسںمبمیگسشککترہدےر2010ءمچکنکینسیئتےن

تکرککلدرتدسدیگ۔تکرککلکدکدہننجتئ2015ءمدےددجسمچکنکدرتدسکمریدیدےرچکن
کتمبمیہیلکلطیکرےضکنکدتقکگ۔چکنکیلسیئتےنتکرککلکتددیٹہگ۔چکنن
کدسکدئ،جکبچکنتکمرکبگ۔9جن2017ءکچکن یئتےنتکرککادلس’ہمددریںکیدددش‘
دےربرتکتکمرکمگ۔دکدہنمککنیئتےنتمسسبدفسایکحہ۔کنیئتےنتکدجس

رککلکددردتعںیکدییمہسلمیتہ۔
یئتےنتکدردکدہدجس15دےر16درککتمچکنکببنمدسمیبدممہرہہ۔ےدقےایددخمنینکہک
سچنمسےدردہہددنحںکمیئتےنتکدگدکدہدجسکیکمےیہ۔تیپحںکیئتسجڑیات

ہکیدجسچکنکلکدہہدےریعطرکچکنکےسقخرجچلکمیممیئتےنتککدہہ۔
سچنکحںکیئتسمکندےردنحںکمدتکاجدیکبدیدےرسسبدعچک،برتدےطفتتکمکا

ہکنچکنکینسمعکینکبدبتدہندپشککقینک۔2016ءسچکنممہنےدلسرککسنم
برتنکشکنکجیئتےنتکدجسمبرتکدعسکحمکشک،تتکبےنککشنکنکرےشک

مدقہگجکدہندسمیبدسکقکبتچنککدیئہئہ۔برتکشککنینکنسقن،ہمئدہہدی
سندیامہج دکدہدجسکدیدمسسدےلنہگ۔یئتےنتکبدیررٹتےنسجیہجیت”تکدئں“

مدہہدی،یگپیدےربہدسپیشمہ۔
للکسںمررٹدےردندددہہدیکثحںماجدسبتکمکارہہکہمئدہہدیکککنمدسننکطحدی
کددردددکرہہ۔دسننبیئتےنتکرکہلتلنکتمکدسکدجسممعنکگکنتکرککلدتقا

ردئنکچئکدسننسکبتچکیئ۔تہدردکمہکدسننکدسمدےروثدنددادہہدیخکےسقمدمہ۔
کستبدکدتمیلککددردددکنکدسنتلنکپککمد چکنکدفخرجکینسکلمریتلنچکن)ٹٹپ(

کدیکرظماقکیسہکدکدہدجسمدسننکتیپہےہںسنکادلسبتچہسہ۔
دللجتئممادق�متاینکددردتمیونمیئتےنتککنکدکدہدجسمخبکتہئےایدعچکنشاشی
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نخددرکیکدسنندہہدیکخفوثدقدمتکےتکدسکدامکدےدےمکخفدسلنہ۔دنںنکک’یئ
تےنت)دیسدے(خکعدمکیجےیشققکلدہکددردددکرہہ،ہرےچہکہ،ہمکققےتیلکلکمکی
ہ۔ےایدعشاشینکہکدسننمچئدردمہردہکہفہ،دسننکعریتمکستبمطرکبتچکیہگ

تکےہںکعدمکلئحہں۔
یئتےنتکدگدکدہدجسمسچنحبایابیئگ۔برتندکودقکاھچدلظمیئتےنتکررمک
ہمئدہہدیمچکنککددرکادلسییتدئہ۔طیعصسسچیگپےںکلصبرتکپیہکبرےم

چکنکاشتکپنچکنکدرککدکدہدجسمجدبدیکوقمگ۔یےجہکیدمندسئکہکیئتےنتم
مبتچسایدہکہگ۔دسحکبےجدکیےسدےردہدخرکرہہجکحادسنکیریہپبقدردےرہہ۔
ےایدعشاشیندسعمکدظرکہکچکندیسدےکمکتےندےردہدفکحلمدیبیرکددردددکےگ۔ےایدع

شاشینککتبکختکلبکمکیہگ۔’ہرےچہکہ،ہمکققےتیلکلکمکیہ۔خکرےشم
کلہیدیئیسذہیردئستدکیاددکیہگ۔‘دنککیکچکندپمےقعکدعرسترتکدہترگہہ،سپکہری
ققےتیلکملکحلکینگمنہ۔مالتکتکلدیدیدےکدقدمتئتہ۔ےایدعنککدسدممکئش
نکدیدیدےخکعدمکیجےیشققکلدہکددردددکرہہ۔تشدیسلسدیسدےکیکحسماق�متایننبی

چ�مکگکدیسدےکیمشمکثرکدپکتہ۔ کددردددک۔یئہسلکلصرشج≛

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-10/page-5/detail-3

September 11, 2024
BusinessRecorder

NLC ready to help boost imports thru Gwadar Port
ISLAMABAD: The government has decided to start 50 percent public sector imports from
Gwadar Port destined for upcountry despite security challenges and difference of cost as
National Logistic Cell (NLC) is ready to extend its support in this regard, well-informed
sources in the Ministry of Maritime Affairs told Business Reorder.

Sharing the details, the sources said in continuation of the meeting of the committee
constituted by the Cabinet on Public Sector Imports from Gwadar Port held on September 04,
2024, another meeting of the committee was held on September under the chairmanship of
Minister for Economic Affairs and Establishment in the Committee room of Ministry of
Commerce. As directed in the first meeting representatives from Private Sector including All
Pakistan Shipping Association, Pakistan International Freight Forwarders Association,
National Logistics Corporation (NLC) were present.

Secretary Maritime Affairs briefed that the Prime Minister directed that 50% public sector
imports be made from Gwadar port to make it operational, which is important for the CPEC
and development of Balochistan.

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-10/page-5/detail-3


58

Secretary, MoMA noted that earlier, on the directions of the Prime Minister, a summary was
moved for the approval of the Cabinet incorporating input from various Ministries; i.e.,
Commerce, Finance, Industries and Production, and National Food Security & Research
keeping in view, the benefits, cost analysis and freight charges etc. He further noted that all
the stakeholders supported the proposal of the summary of 50% Public Sector import from
Gwadar Port, in principle. A committee was constituted to review the financial, commercial,
logistical, transportation cost and consumer price implications of the proposal.

The Chairman Pakistan Shipping Agents Association highlighted that import from Gwadar is
suffering due to security situation therefore improving security should be the prime objective
of the government to make Gwadar Port functional. Secondly, the road and rail connectivity
should be ensured as soon as possible.

Representative from NLC highlighted that there are security challenges being faced in
Balochistan but these can be tackled through increase of business activities. He further
informed that previously NLC handled the wheat cargo from Gwadar Port efficiently. He
added that NLC has already established its office at Gwadar Port.

The representative from Leeds Logistics said that they are willing to contribute to the
operationalisation of Gwadar Port. He also highlighted the security and power challenges at
Gwadar. The Chairman PIFFA highlighted the law and order situation and the connectivity
issue impeding the promotion of Gwadar Port. He suggested enhancement of Afghan Transit
Trade and that the public sector focuses on the transit trade from Gwadar Port.

The Chairman Gwadar Port Authority responded to the suggestions, queries and concerns of
the representatives of private sector and apprised that highest-level possible security managed
by Pakistan Army and Pakistan Navy is available at Gwadar Port. Last year the cargo was
handled safely. He mentioned Coastal Highway, N-85 and M-8 as connectivity corridors for
upcountry cargo shipment. The work on M-8 is in progress which will reduce the
transportation cost.

The Chairman further explained that 74,000 MT cargo has been handled efficiently at
Gwadar Port with zero demurrage. The Gwadar Free Zone (South) is completely developed.
The Gwadar Free Zone (North) is under development. Two companies, ie, M/S Agven
Fertilizers and M/s Hangeng have already started production in the Gwadar Free Zone.

For water supply facility, 1.2 MGD ROD water Desalination Plant has been completed. The
Chairman apprised that 03 x month free storage facility for the bulk cargo is available for
businesses. 37,000 MT Warehousing facility is available. There is zero waiting with 0%
demurrage charges at Gwadar Port. The offshore/onshore charges at Gwadar Port are
comparatively lower than other Pakistani ports. The federal/provincial/local taxes have been
exempted in free zones at Gwadar for 23 years. The Secretary, MoMA apprised that new
Gwadar International Airport is ready to start operations which would further enhance the air
connectivity to Gwadar Port.

The Minister for Economic Affairs and Establishment stated that to develop the Gwadar Port,
imports of public sector are to be made from Gwadar Port in the first Phase. Though the
Government has financial constraints, coupled with the security challenges and other gaps,
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the Government is ready to facilitate with regard to cost of imports to make Gwadar Port
functional. He further directed to set out/sort out/determine the modalities of import of
commodities from Gwadar Port.

The Chairman, Trading Corporation of Pakistan (TCP) stated that TCP is ready to divert
cargo to Gwadar Port and 50% allocation to Gwadar can be managed easily at their end.

The meeting was of the view that although there is difference of cost between Karachi and
Gwadar but in order to make Gwadar Port functional, 50% public sector imports should be
made from Gwadar Port. Ministry of Maritime Affairs will submit the summary for the
Cabinet for consideration and approval of the recommendations of the Committee.—
MUSHTAQ GHUMMAN

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/11/1-page/1006864-news.html

Shandong CCI China’s delegation visits LCCI
LAHORE: A high-level delegation from the Shandong Chamber of Commerce & Industry,
China visited the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry. LCCI Vice President Adnan
Khalid Butt presented the address of welcome to the delegation that was led by Li Chong.
Shahbaz Siddique, Convener of the Standing Committee on “Pak-China Business Relations
was also present.

LCCI Vice President praised the consistent interest of Chinese trade missions in engaging
with LCCI, recognizing it as a pivotal hub for enhancing bilateral trade relations. He
specifically acknowledged the vital role of Li Chong and his delegation in exploring business
opportunities that could further strengthen the economic ties between the two nations.

Adnan Khalid Butt underscored the importance of mutual cooperation in various sectors,
including minerals, steel structures, gold mines, salt mines, construction and medical
equipment. He emphasized that Pakistani business community is eager to collaborate with
Chinese enterprises in these fields, with the aim of fostering long-term partnerships that could
lead to significant economic growth.

He also highlighted LCCI’s ongoing efforts to facilitate such interactions, noting that the
chamber provides a robust platform for policy consulting, technology exchange, market
networking, investment consulting, and brand recognition. He expressed his belief that these
engagements would not only enhance the visibility of Pakistani industries but also create new
opportunities for innovation and investment.

The Chinese delegation, led by Li Chong, expressed their appreciation for the warm reception
and shared their enthusiasm for further strengthening Pak-China relations.

Chong highlighted the longstanding brotherly ties between the two countries, emphasizing
that the deep-rooted friendship provides a strong foundation for expanding economic
cooperation. He pointed out the immense potential for increasing trade and investment,
particularly in the sectors of minerals, gold, medical equipment, and steel.

Chong also shared insights into China’s recent advancements in these industries and
expressed confidence that collaboration with Pakistani businesses could yield mutually

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/11/1-page/1006864-news.html
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beneficial results. He noted that the Chinese delegation is not only interested in investing in
Pakistan but also keen to invite Pakistani investors to explore opportunities in China. The
delegation emphasized the need for joint venture projects that would create a win-win
situation for both countries, ultimately leading to sustainable economic development.

LCCI and Chinese delegation reaffirmed their commitment to enhancing bilateral trade and
exploring new avenues for collaboration. LCCI Vice President reiterated LCCI’s readiness to
support Chinese companies in navigating the Pakistani market and encouraged continued
dialogue between the business communities of both nations. The visit by the Shandong
delegation marks another significant step in the ongoing efforts to strengthen Pak-China
economic relations, with both sides expressing optimism for a prosperous future built on
mutual respect and cooperation.

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/11/4-page/1006914-news.html

PakistanObserver

BRI in Action: The Strategic Role of the CKU Railway
Engr Qaiser Nawab

The China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan (CKU) railway, slated for construction in October 2024,
marks a pivotal advancement in Central Asia’s transport connectivity. By bridging key
economic centres, this project not only enhances regional trade but also integrates Central
Asia into the broader system of international transit routes. As the world increasingly turns to
infrastructure development as a means of fostering economic growth and cooperation, the
CKU railway stands out as a testament to the Belt and Road Initiative’s (BRI) role in shaping
the future of global trade.

Central Asia has long been a crucial juncture in global trade routes, given its geographical
positioning between major economic powers in the East and West. The CKU railway, which
will stretch 486 kilometres from Kashgar in China through Kyrgyzstan to Andijan in
Uzbekistan, exemplifies the region’s growing efforts to diversify trade relations and optimize
transport routes. This diversification is not merely about creating new pathways; it’s about
enhancing the region’s role in global trade by making it a critical link in a chain that connects
Asia with Europe and the Middle East.

The strategic significance of the CKU railway is multifaceted. First, it will serve as a direct
connection between China and the heart of Central Asia, facilitating the movement of goods
and bolstering economic ties between the countries involved. This is in line with the broader
goals of the BRI, which aims to improve trade connectivity and economic integration across
Asia, Europe, and Africa.

The CKU railway is poised to transform Central Asia’s transit potential by offering new,
more efficient routes for international trade. Currently, the region’s landlocked status limits
its access to global markets, often requiring longer and more costly routes. The CKU railway
will change this dynamic by providing direct access to key markets and reducing transit times
and costs.

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/11/4-page/1006914-news.html
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For instance, the CKU railway could become a vital component of several intercontinental
trade routes, such as the Asia-Pacific-China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan-Turkmenistan-
Azerbaijan-Georgia-Europe corridor. This route would enable the seamless movement of
goods from China to Europe, passing through Central Asia and the South Caucasus.
Additionally, the CKU railway could link with other significant trade corridors, such as the
China-Persian Gulf route and the China-Europe route via Iran. These connections would
further solidify Central Asia’s role as a critical hub in global trade networks.

Moreover, the CKU railway’s potential extends beyond just connecting existing routes. It
could also pave the way for new corridors that link Central Asia to the Middle East and South
Asia. For example, the CKU could connect with the Uzbekistan-Turkmenistan-Iran railway
corridor, providing access to Iranian ports on the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman.
Alternatively, the CKU could be extended to Afghanistan, creating a corridor that links China,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and Iran, with access to the Gulf countries. These possibilities
underscore the transformative impact that the CKU railway could have on the region’s
connectivity and economic prospects.

The CKU railway is more than just a transport project; it’s a catalyst for regional economic
integration. By improving connectivity, the railway will enable the easier movement of goods,
services, and people across borders, fostering closer economic ties between China,
Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan. This increased economic activity will likely spur investment in
infrastructure, logistics, and related industries, creating jobs and driving economic growth in
the region.

Furthermore, the CKU railway aligns with the broader objectives of the BRI, which seeks to
promote inclusive development through enhanced connectivity. The BRI’s emphasis on
infrastructure development as a means of economic integration is evident in the CKU project,
which will not only connect countries but also integrate them into the global economy. As
trade routes expand and diversify, Central Asia’s role in international trade will become
increasingly prominent, positioning the region as a key player in global economic dynamics.

While the CKU railway presents numerous opportunities, it also comes with challenges that
need to be addressed to maximize its benefits. One of the primary challenges is ensuring that
the railway is constructed and operated in a manner that is both economically viable and
environmentally sustainable. This requires careful planning and coordination among the
countries involved, as well as investments in modern technology and infrastructure.

Another challenge is the need to harmonize customs and regulatory procedures across borders
to facilitate the smooth movement of goods. The success of the CKU railway depends not
only on the physical infrastructure but also on the efficiency of the administrative processes
that govern cross-border trade. Streamlining these procedures will be crucial to realizing the
full potential of the CKU railway.

Additionally, it is essential to ensure that the benefits of the CKU railway are shared
equitably among the countries and communities involved. This includes creating
opportunities for local businesses and workers, as well as investing in social and economic
development in the regions along the railway. By addressing these challenges, the CKU
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railway can become a model for sustainable and inclusive infrastructure development in
Central Asia.

The China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway is a landmark project that embodies the spirit of
the Belt and Road Initiative. By enhancing transport connectivity in Central Asia, the CKU
railway will unlock new economic opportunities, strengthen regional integration, and position
the region as a key hub in global trade. As the construction of the railway begins in October
2024, it is crucial to recognize the transformative potential of this project and to work
collaboratively to address the challenges and maximize its benefits. In doing so, the CKU
railway can become a cornerstone of Central Asia’s economic future and a vital link in the
global economy.

https://pakobserver.net/bri-in-action-the-strategic-role-of-the-cku-railway1/

TheExpress Tribune

Chinese businesses look for trade in minerals, steel
Invite Pakistani investors to also explore opportunities in China

LAHORE: Chinese businessmen have underlined the immense potential of increasing trade
and investment with Pakistan, particularly in sectors like minerals, gold, medical equipment
and steel as Beijing has made advancements in these industries recently. They emphasised
that the deep-rooted friendship between the two countries provided a strong foundation for
expanding economic cooperation. The businessmen were part of a high-level delegation of
the Shandong Chamber of Commerce and Industry, China, which visited the Lahore Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (LCCI). Delegation head Li Chong shared insights into China's
recent advancements in different industries and expressed confidence that collaboration with
Pakistani businesses could yield mutually beneficial results. He noted that the Chinese
delegation was not only interested in investing in Pakistan but was also keen to invite
Pakistani investors to explore opportunities in China. The delegation underscored the need
for setting up joint venture projects, which would create a win-win situation for both
countries, leading to sustainable economic development. Speaking on the occasion, LCCI
Vice President Adnan Khalid Butt praised the consistent interest of Chinese trade missions in
engaging with the Lahore Chamber, recognising it as a pivotal hub for deepening trade
relations. He acknowledged the vital role of the delegation in exploring business
opportunities, which could further strengthen economic ties. Butt underlined the importance
of cooperation in sectors such as minerals, steel structures, goldmines, salt mines,
construction and medical equipment. He emphasised that the Pakistani business community
was eager to collaborate with Chinese enterprises in those fields with the aim of fostering
long-term partnerships that could lead to significant economic growth.

He also highlighted the ongoing efforts to facilitate interactions, noting that the Lahore
Chamber provided a robust platform for policy consultation, technological exchanges, market
networking, investment talks and brand recognition.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2495118/chinese-businesses-look-for-trade-in-minerals-steel

https://pakobserver.net/bri-in-action-the-strategic-role-of-the-cku-railway1/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2495118/chinese-businesses-look-for-trade-in-minerals-steel
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Govt accepts IMF bar on new SEZs
Will not set up new special zones, withdraw existing incentives after expiry

ISLAMABAD: In a major development, Pakistan has accepted the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) condition that it will not establish any new special economic or export processing
zone and tax incentives already availed by the existing zones will not be extended after
expiry.

The IMF's condition under the $7 billion Extended Fund Facility (EFF), which is yet to be
approved, will immediately hurt the government's plans to establish an export processing
zone (EPZ) on a piece of land of the closed Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM).

Government sources said that the IMF had asked Pakistan that it would not create any new
special economic zone (SEZ) or EPZ. The condition will be applicable to both federal and
provincial governments. However, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa has refused to accept it.

Such conditions underscore how deeply the IMF has captured Pakistan's economic and
industrial policies, which could adversely impact future growth prospects and the desire to
bring Chinese industries to these zones.

The government has accepted scores of IMF conditions, including the imposition of a record
Rs1.8 trillion in new taxes and the increase in electricity prices up to 51%. However, despite
these harsh measures, along with the conditions that will give control of industrial policies to
the IMF, Pakistan has not yet been able to secure a date for approval of the $7 billion bailout
package.

Talks for the EFF had begun in May this year, which culminated with a staff-level agreement
in early July. But despite the lapse of two months, there is no clarity about the date of IMF's
executive board meeting.

SEZs and EPZs are entitled to special facilities and tax incentives aimed at encouraging
businesses to establish clusters of commercial activities. Finance secretary said last month
that Pakistan's unemployment rate was over 10.3% while poverty grew to 40%.

Sources said that the IMF condition would adversely impact the government's earlier decision
to establish an export zone on PSM land. The Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC)
has already approved the idea of setting up an EPZ over the land of steel mills.

However, the government of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa has refused to accept the ban on setting
up new economic zones.

Industrial expansion is a provincial subject and backward provinces like Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa need cheap industrial zones, economic zones and export zones to lure
industries, Muzammil Aslam, Adviser on Finance to the Chief Minister, told The Express
Tribune.

Aslam said that even in the developed world every state had different tax policies and
provinces needed to compete with infrastructure and taxation. "The IMF cannot dictate on
this front," said the adviser.
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The dominance of finance ministry in negotiations with the IMF at the expense of planning
ministry's role has led to the acceptance of such conditions that may appear fiscally prudent
but carry huge socio-economic costs.

In the past, the Planning Commission used to play an important role in IMF talks but the
Ministry of Finance has now sidelined the commission, which is resulting in acceptance of
conditions having serious economic implications.

Sources said that the government also agreed that Pakistan would not provide any new fiscal
incentives to the new and existing economic zones and would not renew the existing
incentives.

Under the SEZ Act, investors are entitled to exemption from income tax for 10 years for zone
developers, co-developers and zone enterprises.

There is also a one-off exemption from all customs duties and taxes on the import of capital
goods for zone developers, co-developers and zone enterprises.

During the last fiscal year, the government gave Rs7 billion worth of exemptions to the zone
developers.

Pakistan had planned to set up nine SEZs under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). So far, it has begun work on two zones – the Rashakai Special Economic Zone in K-
P and the Allama Iqbal Industrial City in Faisalabad.

The Dhabeji Special Economic Zone, Sindh and the Bostan Special Economic Zone,
Balochistan are at various stages of planning.

The new IMF condition will hit the ICT Model Industrial Zone, Islamabad, Industrial Park on
PSM land, Mirpur Industrial Zone, Mohmand Marble City and Moqpondass Special
Economic Zone.

Pakistan is still keen to attract Chinese industries to these zones as part of the second phase of
CPEC.

This IMF condition may further deepen suspicions that the global lender is targeting Pak-
China relations, said government sources.

The SIFC division on Tuesday stated that a high-level Chinese business delegation,
comprising representatives of Xinjiang Iron Brothers Co Ltd and four other prominent
Chinese business entities, visited the SIFC.

The delegation was given a briefing on investment opportunities in priority sectors including
agriculture, livestock, information technology, energy, minerals, tourism, industry and the
policy-level measures being undertaken to improve the overall investment climate, it added.

"The delegation was also briefed about the salient features of industrial development in
Pakistan and it showed keen interest in investment in key sectors under the SIFC and the
relocation of Chinese industries to Pakistan including Gilgit-Baltistan," said the SIFC.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2495112/govt-accepts-imf-bar-on-new-sezs

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2495112/govt-accepts-imf-bar-on-new-sezs


65

The News

Chinese business delegation visits SIFC

ISLAMABAD: A high-level Chinese business delegation, comprising Xinjiang Iron Brothers
Co Ltd with four other prominent Chinese business entities Tuesday visited Special
Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC).

The delegation was headed by Mr Yuan Jianmin, senior and renowned economist, along with
members representing various business enterprises, said a press release issued here. The
delegation was warmly received by officials of SIFC and comprehensive briefs were given
covering potential and investment opportunities in priority sectors including agriculture/
livestock, IT, energy, minerals, tourism, industry, and policy level measures being undertaken
to improve the overall investment climate in the country. The delegation was also briefed
about salient features of industrial development in Pakistan.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=341221

K2 Daily

https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_ICT&Page=Back_Page

https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_ICT&Page=Classified

September 12, 2024
BusinessRecorder

Pakistan, China agree to explore ways to further enhance trade
ISLAMABAD: Jam Kamal Khan, Federal Minister for Commerce held a meeting with
Chinese Vice Minister of Commerce, on sidelines of the SCO Ministerial Conference.

Senior officials from Ministry of Commerce, Pakistan and Ministry of Commerce, China also
were present in the meeting.

Chinese Vice Minister congratulated Pakistan on hosting first-ever Ministerial meeting of the
SCO Ministers Responsible for Economy & Foreign Trade and pledged complete support of
the People’s Republic of China.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=341221
https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_ICT&Page=Back_Page
https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_ICT&Page=Classified
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During the meeting, both sides agreed to take steps to further explore the ways to enhance
trade and to convene a meeting of Committee on Trade in Goods of Free Trade Agreement.
Both sides agreed that the there is enormous potential for growth in agriculture sector.
Chinese side desired its eagerness to import quality products from Pakistan.

Chinese side invited Pakistan to participate in China International Import Exhibition,
Shanghai this year and conveyed that the huge space has been reserved for Pakistan. Pakistan
side confirmed that the Pakistan is going to participate in the exhibition with 33 companies
and also will establish a country pavilion.

It was also agreed during the meeting that the Gwadar Port should be operationalised at
optimal capacity at the earliest.

Pakistan side informed that under the directions of the Prime Minister, a high-level
committee has just shared its recommendations for making the Port fully operational.

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/12/3-page/1007030-news.html

Pakistan, China hold productive meeting to boost cooperation
Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal, held a
productive meeting with Zhao Chenxin, Vice Chairman of the National Development and
Reform Commission (NDRC) of China, at NDRC headquarters to discuss ongoing and future
cooperation between the two countries.

The meeting underscored the mutual commitment of Pakistan and China to further
strengthening the All-Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership, according to an official
statement. Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), a flagship project of Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which continues to be a
cornerstone of bilateral relations, Gwadar Pro reported on Tuesday. During the meeting in
Beijing, both sides reviewed the progress of CPEC with an emphasis on ensuring the timely
completion of projects and launching an upgraded version of CPEC as per the agreement
reached at the leadership level.

Both sides highlighted significance of CPEC projects in enhancing connectivity, trade, and
socio-economic development in the region. It was agreed to fast-track the work on the ML-I
project, KKH realignment, for which both sides signed the framework agreement last month,
and, the Sukkur- Hyderabad motorway which is the only missing link within the Karachi-
Peshawar motorway network. Discussions were also held on expanding the scope of
cooperation to new areas such as technology, innovation, education, connectivity, and
renewable energy.

The minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s strong commitment to revitalizing CPEC in its next phase
through the operationalization of the five corridors of growth, livelihoods, innovation, green
development, and inclusivity.

The vision of five corridors is well aligned with Pakistan’s 5Es Framework (exports, e-
Pakistan, environment, equity, energy, and education), said the minister.

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/12/3-page/1007030-news.html
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Ahsan Iqbal emphasized Pakistan’s interest in learning from China’s experiences in these
sectors to drive sustainable development. NDRC may consider organizing a high-level
workshop in Beijing to discuss ways to operationalize the five corridors in alignment with
Pakistan’s 5Es framework. “Our experts can develop an agenda and share concept notes
ahead of this workshop. If necessary, online preparatory meetings can be held,” he added. He
also discussed ways to bring more predictability in convening meetings of the JWG and JCC
mechanisms.

Zhao Chenxin highlighted the potential for increased Chinese investment in Pakistan,
particularly in the Special Economic Zones being developed under CPEC. Zhao reaffirmed
China’s support for Pakistan’s development initiatives and expressed confidence in the
continued success of the partnership between the two countries. The meeting concluded with
both leaders expressing optimism about the future of Pakistan-China relations and their
shared vision of prosperity and development for their people.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1209392/pakistan-china-hold-productive-meeting-to-boost-
cooperation/

PakistanObserver

BRI & Kazakhstan: A Befitting Proposition
Dr Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan

The Republic of Kazakhstan is the origin country of the One Belt One Road Initiative (BRI)
thus it has strategic relevance to it. It was launched during Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
September 2013 visit to Astana, highlighting Kazakhstan’s critical transit role in China’s
pivot to the world and especially Europe.

Undoubtedly, BRI projects are spreading economic feel good gestures and sentiments in the
Central Asia Region and look highly promising, in terms of increased connectivity, expanded
regional trade and modernize their obsolete transport infrastructure. Thus BRI has been
increasing their potential of trade and commerce, integration of socio-economic development
and last but not the least eradication of poverty.

Kazakhstan is the largest landlocked country and the 9th largest in the world. It shares a
border to the east with China, and borders Russia to the north, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan to
the south, and Iran. Its ideal geographical location facilitates connectivity between China and
the West via key routes under the BRI flagship.

Today two of the six economic corridors of BRI pass through Kazakhstan connecting China
with Europe, Iran and Western Asia. Mainly the New Eurasian Land Bridge and the China-
Central Asia-West Asia Corridor pass through it.

It is good omen that the BRI comprises 51 mega projects of US$35 billion in Kazakhstan, in
which US$3.5 billion is invested in the International Centre for Border Cooperation Khorgos
and a dry port on the eastern border with China. Its investments include the Shalkar-Beyneu
Railways, the Zhezkazgan-Suksanl Railways, the Kuryl Seaport, the Unified System of

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1209392/pakistan-china-hold-productive-meeting-to-boost-cooperation/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/1209392/pakistan-china-hold-productive-meeting-to-boost-cooperation/
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Management “NOMAD” and Almaty-Sha Railway Line, Almaty bypass railways etc. Thus
Kazakhstan is the “jewel” of BRI in Central Asia and beyond.

Moreover, Kuryk Seaport has direct access to railway tracks which has already enhanced its
“strategic” value. The port is well located at the intersection of the East-West and North-
South trade corridors (Iran, India and Russia) creating one of the fastest multinational routes
for cargo delivery. It is meant to perform multi tasks mainly to increase Kazakhstan’s trade
activities with Caspian Sea Region (CSR) and transit potential of the Caspian Sea.

The 24th Meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) held in Astana on July 3-4.

Chinese President Xi Jinping attended the summit which marked his fifth trip to Kazakhstan,
following previous visits in 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2022.

For over 30 years since Kazakhstan’s independence, China and Kazakhstan have transitioned
from bilateral cooperation to broader multilateral engagements within the frameworks of the
SCO and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

Their mutual support and shared achievements have charted an extraordinary path of
cooperation, setting a benchmark for pragmatic collaboration under the BRI.

With the passage of time China and Kazakhstan have developed their pragmatic cooperation
and further enhanced their status of comprehensive strategic partners. Their bilateral trade
volume was around US$370 million in 1992.

By 2023, this figure had surged to over US$41 billion, a more than 100-fold increase,
accounting for 28.3 percent of Kazakhstan’s total trade volume. This achievement surpasses
the $40 billion trade target for 2030 set by the leaders of both nations.

Moreover, between 2005 and 2023, China invested $25.3 billion in Kazakhstan, solidifying
Kazakhstan’s position as China’s largest trading partner in Central Asia and one of its most
important economic partners, bringing tangible benefits to both countries.

Critical analysis reveals that within the SCO framework, China and Kazakhstan have aligned
their positions on international and regional issues, providing each other with steadfast
mutual support.

It is pertinent to mention that jointly they have played a constructive role in the development
and expansion of the SCO, fostering cooperation in areas such as institutional building,
counter-terrorism, combating crime, regional security, economy, trade, agriculture, energy,
science and technology, finance, culture, information, education, transportation, tourism, and
environmental protection.

It augurs well that both sides are committed to maintaining regional peace, security and
stability, and promoting a new, democratic, just, and rational international political and
economic order, thereby contributing to a more representative, democratic, just, and
multipolar world order.
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Kazakhstan has been an active participant in the BRI since its inception, creatively proposing
the integration of the Silk Road Economic Belt with its “Bright Road” economic policy
which

offers a new path for collaborative development between China and BRI-participating
countries and regions.

The China-Kazakhstan production capacity cooperation has pioneered a new model of
pragmatic collaboration under the BRI, providing a template for industrial upgrading and
enhancing local employment and poverty alleviation.

It seems that the China-Kazakhstan (Lianyungang) logistics cooperation base has opened a
maritime route to the Pacific for Kazakhstan, transforming it from a landlocked to a land-
linked country, and expanding the geographical scope of international cooperation for
Kazakhstan and other Central Asian nations, significantly altering the geopolitical and
economic landscape of Eurasia.

Interestingly, China and Kazakhstan are building a digital Silk Road, a green Silk Road, and a
Silk Road of health, setting an example for building a global community of shared future.

In summary, China and Kazakhstan are embarking on a new golden 30 years of bilateral
cooperation, advancing into the next vibrant 20 years of the SCO from its youth to maturity,
and opening another decade filled with opportunities and hope under the BRI.

Hopefully, the future promises even deeper mutual trust and assistance, enhanced bilateral
pragmatic cooperation and a more influential SCO.

China and Kazakhstan will further contribute positivity and productivity in the regional as
well as international affairs and play their constructive role in greater regional connectivity,
security, development, digitalization, e-commerce, socio-economic integration, infrastructure
development, poverty eradication, generation of new jobs, climate change, green
transformation, rail and transport connectivity, smart living, agricultural cooperation and last
but not least, human capital in the days to come.

There is great potential for mutual cooperation in renewables, solar, wind, lithium battery,
EVs, metals & mining, SMEs, services, and qualitative industrialization which must be
jointly tapped and pursued.

https://pakobserver.net/bri-kazakhstan-a-befitting-proposition/

CPEC & Solarized Pakistan: Prospects & Constraints
Z.H. Khan

Undoubtedly, the CPEC has significantly contributed to sustainable development in Pakistan
by enhancing infrastructure, boosting energy production and creating economic opportunities.
However, many untapped sectors still need to be jointly explored under the flagship project
of the CPEC in the country. The development of new highways and railways under CPEC has
improved connectivity, facilitating trade and economic growth. Additionally, CPEC projects
in renewable energy, such as wind and solar power plants, have increased Pakistan’s energy
capacity while promoting cleaner, sustainable energy sources. According to a published

https://pakobserver.net/bri-kazakhstan-a-befitting-proposition/
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report of the Global Energy Monitor (GEM), China has 180 gigawatts (GW) of utility-scale
solar power under construction and 159GW of wind power. This brings the total of wind and
solar power under construction to 339GW, well ahead of the 40GW under construction in the
US. The researchers only looked at solar farms with a capacity of 20MW or more, which feed
directly into the grid. This means that the total volume of solar power in China could be much
higher, as small-scale solar farms account for about 40 percent of China’s solar capacity. The
findings underscore China’s leading position in global renewable energy production at a time
when the US is increasingly worried about Chinese overcapacity and dumping, particularly in
the solar industry. China has experienced a renewables boom due to strong government
support, with President Xi Jinping emphasizing “new quality productive forces,” including
green manufacturing. Between March 2023 and March 2024, China installed more solar
capacity than in the previous three years combined and more than the rest of the world for
2023. China is on track to reach 1,200GW of installed wind and solar capacity by the end of
2024, six years ahead of its target. Hopefully, the constructive wave of construction
guarantees that China will continue leading in wind and solar installation in the near future,
far ahead of the rest of the world. It is a good omen that the Chinese company expressed its
willingness to provide Road King with technical support, product optimization, and
marketing assistance for solar e-bikes in the country.

Thus, it will jointly create high-quality transportation products that meet local market needs.
Optimistically, it will actively promote cooperation with the Chinese side and introduce solar
e-bikes to the Pakistani market. The environmental friendliness and high-efficiency
performance of solar e-bikes perfectly align with Pakistan’s current demand for green
transportation.

Moreover, Road King, a leading electric scooter brand in Pakistan, and AGAO Solar
Mobility, a China-based startup specializing in solar-powered scooters, recently reached a
preliminary cooperation agreement to introduce eco-friendly solar e-bikes to Pakistan.

Solar scooters are eco-friendly electric scooters equipped with solar panels. These panels
harness solar energy to charge the scooter’s battery, reducing the need for traditional charging.

The combination of solar energy and scooters is dedicated to short-distance travel with zero
carbon emissions. During the meeting, both sides engaged in detailed discussions on
Pakistan’s local transportation market demand, product development trends, and specific
cooperation modalities.

The Chinese company expressed its willingness to provide Road King with technical support,
product optimization and marketing assistance for solar e-bikes.

The goal is to jointly create high-quality transportation products that meet local market needs.

Eventually, it will actively promote cooperation with the Chinese side and introduce solar e-
bikes to the Pakistani market, stated the delegation from Road King, noting that the
environmental friendliness and high-efficiency performance of solar e-bikes perfectly align
with Pakistan’s current demand for green transportation.

Interestingly, a delegation of a Chinese private sector investment group called on Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Sardar Ali Amin Khan Gandapur and discussed with him
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matters related to investment in different sectors of the province. The delegation expressed its
willingness to invest in the industrial and mineral sectors of the province, saying that the
company will submit its viable proposals very soon.

The Chief Minister directed the relevant officials to closely examine the proposals to be
submitted by the company and come up with an action plan for further progress.

While highlighting the extensive investment opportunities in different potential sectors of the
province, CM Gandapur invited them to invest in agriculture, livestock, solar energy and
other important sectors, adding that the government will not only encourage foreign
investment but also provide all possible facilities to them.

He said that the provincial government plans to utilize China’s advanced technology for the
sustainable development of the agriculture sector and looks forward to cooperation in this
regard.

In summary, the policymakers of Pakistan should follow the recommendations of Pakistan’s
National Electricity Policy 2021,

which pledges that a “sustainable renewable energy market shall be developed, with a
progressively increasing share in power generation as per the Indicative Generation Capacity
Expansion Plan (IGCEP) based on the least cost principle.”

As per the World Bank’s “Variable Renewable Energy Integration and Planning Study,” the
US National Renewable Energy Laboratory estimates the theoretical potential for wind
generation in Pakistan at 340GW, mainly in Sindh and Balochistan, vividly reflecting the rich
potential of renewables in the country.

Unfortunately, no solar or wind projects have been installed in Balochistan despite the
immense solar and wind integration potential of 1050MW and 1850MW, respectively, at
interconnection-ready sites requiring no grid strengthening and no capacity additions.

According to the World Bank study, Balochistan’s realizable solar and wind potential when
grid strengthening measures are in place could be as high as 3.5GW and 6GW, respectively,
by 2030.

Focusing on hydropower and conventional power sources limits renewable energy
opportunities in Sindh and Balochistan.

Urgent action is needed to utilize the renewables potential in these provinces, including grid
upgrades and strategic placement of solar and wind power near substations and transmission
lines. Policymakers in Pakistan must revisit their renewables policy to ensure a balanced and
inclusive energy and economic development approach.

This would enable Sindh and Balochistan to harness their renewable energy potential, driving
regional development and contributing significantly to Pakistan’s overall energy landscape.

https://pakobserver.net/cpec-solarized-pakistan-prospects-constraints/

https://pakobserver.net/cpec-solarized-pakistan-prospects-constraints/
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TheExpress tribune

Turkmenistan to access Gwadar Port under CPEC
MOU between Gwadar, Turkmenbashi ports to be inked soon

ISLAMABAD: Turkmenistan is set to become the first Central Asian country to access the
Gwadar Port under China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) as both countries are about to
ink an agreement in this regard.

Pakistan and Turkmenistan are already venturing various joint projects, including TAPI
pipeline, railway track and fibre connectivity to connect two regions - South and Central Asia.

Sources told The Express Tribune the government has formed a committee with a task to vet
the draft of the agreement to be signed between Port of Gwadar and Port of Turkmenbashi
under the CPEC.

In the recent cabinet meeting, the Planning, Development and Special Initiatives minister was
assigned a task to oversee the agreement with the support of the Ministry of Commerce,
Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Maritime Affairs.

The agreement shall be placed before the cabinet after it is vetted by the committee and the
planning ministry.

According to Ministry of Maritime Affairs the ministries of Foreign Affairs, Defence and
Interior have completed the process of due diligence. Besides, the Ministry of Law & Justice
has also vetted the draft MoU after making minor changes.

The Ministry of Maritime Affairs informed the cabinet that the objective of the arrangement
was to establish regional and international cooperation to utilise the potential capacities of the
two ports for transit of goods and containers.

The ministry sought the approval of the cabinet for signing the Memorandum of
Understanding between the port authorities of the two countries.

Gwadar Port Operations

In the cabinet meeting, a committee was formed to consider the approval of 50% public
sector imports from Gwadar Port.

The committee included the ministers for commerce, maritime affairs and economic affairs
and the secretaries for commerce, finance, industries and production, national food security
and research, power and maritime affairs.

The committee shall review the proposal prepared by the Ministry of Maritime Affairs, taking
into account the financial, commercial, logistical, transportation cost and consumer price
implications of the proposal. The committee shall also consider the views of the divisions
concerned.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2495490/turkmenistan-to-access-gwadar-port-under-cpec

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2495490/turkmenistan-to-access-gwadar-port-under-cpec
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TheNation

Federal govt to establish Gwadar Blue Economy Centre
Rs1.5 billion have been allocated for project in PSDP 2024-25

ISLAMABAD - The federal government will establish Gwadar Blue Economy Centre to
explore and exploit marine resources and blue economy including port & shipping
management which is directly and indirectly associated to China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). An amount of Rs1.5 billion has been allocated for the project of establishment of
Gwadar Blue Economy Centre in the PSDP 2024-25, and it is sponsored/executed by
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Gwadar Port Authority, official documents available with
The Nation revealed.

In pursuit of optimal utilization of wealthy resources Pakistan is gifted with, there is a need
for establishing a ‘ Center for Blue Economy ‘ (CBE’ ) that could be helpful in identifying,
developing, implementing, and managing marine resources within a holistic framework that
also prioritize sustainability while ensuring measures to conserve marine as well as coastal
ecosystem, official documents revealed. According the documents, CBE would also aim at
integrating economic and human development, minimizing environmental degradation, and
building resilience while fostering mitigation opportunities.

Under the project, a dedicated and well-equipped policy cell would be established within the
Center for Blue Economy comprising relevant high/mid/lower-level experts to provide a
platform for investment and business friendly policy formulation in the areas relevant to blue
economy and its promotion. Under Gwadar Blue Economy Centre, model shrimp
hatchery/farms would be set up at Gwadar, Pasni, Ormara, Jiwani, Pishikan, Surbandar Gunz
for the production of disease free seed and promotion of shrimp culture in Pakistan.

The prime objectives of the centre will be to develop at least seven model shrimp hatcheries,
the pathogen free shrimp seed from using artificial breeding from wild shrimp for shrimp
culture development, to establish algal and artemia culture for shrimp feed using modern
techniques, to enhance growth and reproductive rate of shrimp using algal und artemia feed,
and to supply shrimp seed to public-private sector for the development of shrimp culture. The
project is aligned with the objectives set under longterm development plan and government
sectoral priorities and the 14th SDG goals, life below water & blue economy.

Effective and efficient development can only be ensured to people of Pakistan by enhancing
the institutional and technical capability and capacity of the ocean and blue economy of
Pakistan, which in fact is not possible without the well established and elaborate research &
study centers in the field of blue economy which has a huge potential in Balochistan and
particularly Gwadar. The potential of blue economy in Pakistan is certainly a source of
enormous wealth for Pakistan. Pakistan’s coastline of more than 1000 kilometers and an
exclusive economic zone of 290,000 kilometers is rich with oceanic wealth and natural
resources.

In pursuit of optimal utilization of wealthy resources Pakistan is gifted with, there is a need
for establishing a state of the art Gwadar Blue Economy Centre that could be helpful in
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identifying, developing, implementing, and managing and preserving marine resources within
a holistic framework that also prioritize sustainability while ensuring measures to conserve
marine as well as coastal ecosystem. In addition, Gwadar Blue Economy Centre would also
aim at integrating economic and human development, minimizing environmental degradation,
and building resilience while fostering mitigation opportunities. This could assist in easing
the economic pressure and could support creation of new business and job opportunities that
could potentially attract huge local and international investments.

Pakistan has great potential for sustainable development, socio-economic growth, business
and job opportunities, and addition in its value chain only if it prioritizes blue economy and
optimally utilises its resources. It is projected that the return on investment in blue economy
can yield Pakistan minimum of five fold return on investment. In order to develop a human
resource pool in the field of blue economy and marine resources, the project includes a
component for provision of scholarships to the highly talented individuals. These
scholarships will be for one- and two-years degree programmes in the specialized fields of
blue economy and marine resources, the documents revealed. The merit based scholarships
will be fully funded and will be offered to individuals of the Gwadar & Lasbela Districts who
pursue their degree programmes in the renowned western universities.

https://www.nation.com.pk/17-Jul-2024/federal-govt-to-establish-gwadar-blue-economy-
centre

Pakistan, China hold productive meeting to boost cooperation
ISLAMABAD - Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives,
Ahsan Iqbal, held a productive meeting with Zhao Chenxin, Vice Chairman of the National
Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) of China, at NDRC headquarters to discuss
ongoing and future cooperation between the two countries.

The meeting underscored the mutual commitment of Pakistan and China to further
strengthening the all-weather strategic cooperative partnership, according to an official
statement. Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), a flagship project of Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which continues to be a
cornerstone of bilateral relations, Gwadar Pro reported on Tuesday. During the meeting in
Beijing, both sides reviewed the progress of CPEC with an emphasis on ensuring timely
completion of projects and launching an upgraded version of CPEC as per the agreement
reached at the leadership level.

Both sides highlighted significance of CPEC projects in enhancing connectivity, trade, and
socio-economic development in the region. It was agreed to fast-track the work on the ML-I
project, KKH realignment, for which both sides signed the framework agreement last month,
and, the Sukkur-Hyderabad motorway which is the only missing link within the Karachi-
Peshawar motorway network.

Discussions were also held on expanding the scope of cooperation to new areas such as
technology, innovation, education, connectivity, and renewable energy.

https://www.nation.com.pk/17-Jul-2024/federal-govt-to-establish-gwadar-blue-economy-centre
https://www.nation.com.pk/17-Jul-2024/federal-govt-to-establish-gwadar-blue-economy-centre
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The minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s strong commitment to revitalising CPEC in its next phase
through the operationalisation of the five corridors of growth, livelihoods, innovation, green
development, and inclusivity.

The vision of five corridors is well aligned with Pakistan’s 5Es Framework (exports, e-
Pakistan, environment, equity, energy, and education), said the minister.

Ahsan Iqbal emphasised Pakistan’s interest in learning from China’s experiences in these
sectors to drive sustainable development. NDRC may consider organising a high-level
workshop in Beijing to discuss ways to operationalise the five corridors in alignment with
Pakistan’s 5Es framework.

“Our experts can develop an agenda and share concept notes ahead of this workshop. If
necessary, online preparatory meetings can be held,” he added. He also discussed ways to
bring more predictability in convening meetings of the JWG and JCC mechanisms.

Zhao Chenxin highlighted the potential for increased Chinese investment in Pakistan,
particularly in the Special Economic Zones being developed under CPEC.

Zhao reaffirmed China’s support for Pakistan’s development initiatives and expressed
confidence in the continued success of the partnership between the two countries. The
meeting concluded with both leaders expressing optimism about the future of Pakistan-China
relations and their shared vision of prosperity and development for their people.

https://www.nation.com.pk/17-Jul-2024/pakistan-china-hold-productive-meeting-to-boost-
cooperation

China-Laos Railway facilitates fruit transport
KUNMING - The China-Laos Railway has transported more than 100,000 tonnes of fruits
this year as of Thursday, an increase of around 120 percent year on year, local railway
authorities said. On Thursday, a batch of 108 tonnes of durians from Thailand transported via
the China-Laos Railway was unloaded at Kunming Hongyun international logistics port,
surpassing the 100,000-tonne mark.

It took only 29 hours for this batch of goods to reach the unloading area in Kunming, capital
of southwest China’s Yunnan Province, from the Vientiane south railway station, said China
Railway Kunming Bureau Group Co., Ltd.

Thanks to streamlined customs clearance measures, tropical fruits from South Asia and
Southeast Asia are continuously transported to China via this railway. Currently, the
railway’s cross-border customs clearance time has been reduced to no more than five hours,
facilitating the transportation of fruits and vegetables, flowers and other goods that require
swift transit, said the company. The China-Laos Railway, a landmark project of high-quality
Belt and Road cooperation, began operations in December 2021. The 1,035-km railway
connects Kunming in China with Vientiane in Laos.

https://www.nation.com.pk/17-Jul-2024/china-laos-railway-facilitates-fruit-transport

https://www.nation.com.pk/17-Jul-2024/pakistan-china-hold-productive-meeting-to-boost-cooperation
https://www.nation.com.pk/17-Jul-2024/pakistan-china-hold-productive-meeting-to-boost-cooperation
https://www.nation.com.pk/17-Jul-2024/china-laos-railway-facilitates-fruit-transport
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3rd session of China 20th Central Committee: what to expect?
Shakeel Ahmad Ramay

The Communist Party of China (CPC) is preparing to organise third plenary session of 20th
Central Committee. The world is watching it closely, as being the centre of global trade and
economy, decisions at the session will have implications for the global economy, trade and
development. The world expects major decisions that will set the tune of Chinese economy,
society and international economic and diplomatic engagements. It is anticipated
modernisation will be the main focus along with governance and deepening reforms as key
enablers. The agenda of the meeting can be divided into two categories: long-term goal of
modernisation and acceleration of enablers of governance and reforms . Modernisation has
been identified as the main instrument of national rejuvenation and sharing prosperity with
the world. The present-day Chinese modernisation drive has roots in President Xi Jinping’s
Thoughts on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics. While delivering a report at the 19th
National Congress of the Communist Party of China, President Xi deliberated on the path to
modernisation, required actions and China’s capacities and capabilities. He highlighted China
has self-confidence in the path, self-confidence in theory, self-confidence in the institutions
and cultural self-confidence to construct modern socialism and socialist society with Chinese
characteristics . Jiang Shigong, a Chinese scholar, argued no doubt modern implementation
of modernisation has roots in President Xi’s thoughts. But the conceptual journey of
modernisation started with Chairman Maoâ€™s Ten Great Relationships and kept evolving.
Prime Minister Zhou Enlai’s four modernisation goals can further strengthen the argument.
While speaking at the Conference on Scientific and Technological Work held in Shanghai in
January 1963, he urged scientific community to work towards modernising agriculture,
industry, defence, science and technology. Later on, the goals were formally adopted by
Deng Xiaoping and became the cornerstone of reform era. The Cultural Revolution made it
more radical. But reforms introduced by Deng Xiaoping brought China back on the path of
modernisation. President Xi is leading the drive towards modernising socialism and the
country. It is appropriate to clarify here the path of Chinese modernisation and its philosophy
differs from that of West. It has been defined by learning from Chinese civilisation, Marxism,
Western civilisation, Muslim civilisation and others. China is not saying its civilisation is
superior to others or that it does not need to learn. President Xi reiterated the same message
while speaking at the 20th National Congress. He said Chinese modernisation had adopted
some unique features in accordance with ground realities of China, guiding the philosophy of
society with Chinese characteristics and China’s commitment to global development and
peace. Thus, Chinese modernisation is different from that of West. It has five distinctive
characteristics which make it unique: China strives to serve a huge population (1.4 billion),
more than total population of developed world. No other country has experienced
modernising of such a population. The success of this drive is expected to change the global
dynamics. It will positively impact global production, consumption and trade systems. The
spillover effects will also introduce changes in other countries and accelerate growth and
development there. It will also push for innovation, as the world will have to produce more
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high-quality commodities and products to satisfy the needs of people. Common prosperity
would be the core goal of Chinese modernisation drive. It will focus on bringing positive
change in the lives of common people and building a prosperous society. It is the cornerstone
of socialism with Chinese characteristics. To achieve this objective, China is working to
address regional divides, disparities between urban and rural areas and the gap in income
distribution. China promotes social fairness and justice, works towards common prosperity
for everyone and stands firmly against polarisation between rich and poor. The most
prominent example on this front is the Chinese commitment to developing the western region,
with a special focus on Uygur Muslims and the community. China also wants to take this
drive to the global level and contribute to global development and prosperity. Global
Development Initiative, Belt and Road Initiative and Global Civilisations Initiative are a few
examples to explain China’s commitment to global prosperity. China will be pursuing a
balanced model of modernisation.

In President Xi’s words, Modernisation balances material and cultural-ethical progress. It
upholds the core socialist values, strengthens education on ideals and convictions, spreads
splendid traditional culture, boosts people’s moral strength and fosters material abundance
and well-rounded development of all. China will go for harmonious modernisation. It will
stick to the philosophy of harmony between humans and nature and among the humans.
President XI said, When we modernise our country, we strive to synergise material and eco-
environmental progress and follow a path of sound development that ensures growth, better
lives and a good environment.

Otherwise, pressure on resources and environment will become unbearable. It is in line with
the philosophy and vision of Ecological Civilisation. Chinese modernisation follows a path of
peaceful development. Some old capitalist countries pursued modernisation through violent
exploitation of colonies and at the cost of other countries development. In contrast, China
modernisation emphasises mutual benefit with other countries, strives for a global community
of shared future and works to deliver peace and development to humanity. It is entirely
different from the Western model of modernisation. The West colonised countries and
committed crimes against humanity.

They killed or enslaved locals and exploited their resources. President Xi and the CPC
leadership are convinced modernisation cannot be achieved without reforms and modernising
governance system and capacity. Therefore, the leadership will deliberate on modernising
governance system and capacity and deepening the reforms. Modernisation of governance
and reforms are highly dependent on each other. There is a need to build a quality modern
system of governance and modernise the capacity of governance. To achieve this objective,
the reform process would need to be expedited.

President Xi is convinced deepening reforms will remain an illusion without modernising
governance system, capabilities and capacities. He launched a comprehensive programme
and campaign to modernise governance and accelerate reforms. The third plenary session is
expected to accelerate reform process and modernise governance system and capacity.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=325000

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=325000
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‘Pak response to CPEC should be multifaceted’
Rasheed Khalid

Islamabad:Renowned columnist Zahid Hussain has said that Pakistan needs to respond to
Chinese economic expectations regarding CPEC with an effective and consistent policy.

Mr Hussain was speaking at a discussion on “CPEC: an appraisal” organised here by Institute
of Regional Studies (IRS). Emphasising the importance of nurturing existing synergy
between the two nations, Mr Hussain highlighted the need for upgrading the skills of the
Pakistani workforce to advance high-quality development in the second phase of the CPEC.
He added that the recent signing of 27 new projects related to the development of Special
Industrial Zones (SIZs), agriculture, tourism and other mutually beneficial initiatives was
poised to significantly build on the commercial ties between China and Pakistan, leading to a
new era of cooperation within the South Asian region.

In elaborating on the development of Phase 1, he admitted the slow pace but highlighted the
instrumental role of several infrastructure projects initiated in the first phase in spurring
economic growth of Pakistan. He also underscored the need to address shortcomings of Phase
1 to fully leverage the potential of Phase 2. Speaking on the occasion, Jauhar Saleem,
President, IRS, underlined the critical importance of timely completion of CPEC projects,
asserting that this would greatly enhance the strategic cooperative partnership between
Pakistan and China.

He stressed the multi-dimensional cooperation facilitated by CPEC for enhancing trade,
industrial collaboration and connectivity within the region and called upon the need for a
fresh approach to capitalise on China's fast-growing economy.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=325055

Express News

چکیگنککدچمبفگنپنےنکف
دسیناکقبسھکسےایشجدنممکینسعدمکلببیتشخیسمیئہ،دنکسسبیبساک

یگنمقےسکسدیدےدےردیحمنکدچمسھکسےایشجدنممسممتک۔

سےایشجدنممکینسجتئ2022ءمدیگدعتکیگنکنکدچمپنےنکفکہ۔

پنککمدگسلمہ شجدنممندسادلسایہکیگنکینسکدچمپنےنککمتمہکدنرشےعہیئگ،
رترکیئگ۔ ک ردےرہئاایل�ث ک پنمدیےی�ث ردبکدچمبگ، ک یئگ،یگنکدیدسدےردلک�ث

رکتریسچکنکارثدلببگ،بں ک ہںگ،کدچم�ث صبئےایکقبپنلسصںکفےغمگ،رےاگرکنودقپد
کدیرٹسچکنکبدئہہگ۔

https://www.express.pk/story/2669827/1/

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=325055
https://www.express.pk/story/2669827/1
https://www.express.pk/story/2669827/1/
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دمیکچدددرےںکچکنبدئکےہدمکمدکدلدم،چریمئ

دمیکدساچرٹنچریچدنٹدےرمدکںکچکنکجہیبدئکےہدمکوددفدہکنکدلدممئکت:ےدش
ہئچریںمئکدی۔

یوئمندیینمدلدممئکتہئککبریچدنٹیفیگمدر �م
ت یس خدیردئاکریرٹکقبدساچرٹکقجن�س

ٹکلکمکہ۔ مگندسلینچکنکستشہ-3دےردببسدےرمطرکبےنمکلردکوبا

ک کبن چکم دکپک،ینرسدیکدئادےرشنلوکلھنڈےللجایجم ن ک ی ڈددن�ث سیمکلھن کہبہدㄟچ دنںنککدمیچریںکادمچ
کستستچکنممئدوےیدکپدےردیچییبیگہ۔

دمیدساچرٹنبکرہکںدےرییکدلدممئکہکدنںنچریںکبےجدبدئللجیتتمکلہ۔

یوئمنککیجکچریںسییشرہتہکدمیدیپؤدےرجںکبہنےدلوددکمسمدہمںکخفدقدمت �م
ت یس �س

یریرکگ۔

دمیندرک2023مبتچکںکچکنککےہدمکوددبکدلدمکچریںمئکدیت۔

https://www.express.pk/story/2703981/10/

K2 Daily

https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_GB&Page=Back_Page

https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_GB&Page=Classified

https://www.express.pk/story/2703981/10
https://www.express.pk/story/2703981/10/
https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_GB&Page=Back_Page
https://epaper.dailyk2.com/Home?Issue=NP_GB&Page=Classified
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Nawaiwaqt News

چکندےرچمترتتےنکفےغکدتق

ےایترتیمکلسچیئےایترتنممتک۔چکندےرچکدرمنترتتےنکفےغدیکدتقک۔ دسمیبد)نئہیص(
چیئےایترتنچکنکستترتودقبینکعمکدظرکگ۔دہمکقبےایترتنککچکن33کںکستچ

دمرٹدیمشککےگ۔گددریرٹکمیلکلجدقدمتکیئگ۔چندیسدےےادرتدجسکببنکچکنک
ثرکددی۔چکندےرچکدرمنیاددترتیہےکککدجسےنکدتقکگ۔دےوںکلنارعشمتےنبینکاےردی۔یج
12سکدیسدےےاردئترتکدجسدسمیبدمہگ۔دجسکصدرتےدقےایترتیمکلخنکیگ۔23ےدںدجسدسمیبدمہ
گ۔چکنیئتےنتکدکدہنککنکوجدہیہ۔دجسمترتکبیندےردقدیتیلکبتہگ۔یئتےنتک
تدقدیچںسنکتمعکبتہگ۔دجسکمخمدقدیودقسدئہدےنکطیتشکیہ۔چکندیسدے

ملکبہترتردئکردہہدرکییہہ۔

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-12/page-1/detail-31

چکںکتےنسچکنکصددسکںملیہگ

دسمیبد)خنر(چکںکتےنسچکنکصددسکںملیہگ۔ہیچکندندیصدئسلنماردعکیلک
اجدےرہہ۔دسےبمچسدریمکینےدلیرٹارعمیمرفکدئگہ،چکنکںچشدکددرےںکتےنس

صدئہقںماردعکفےغدےرہہ،4500دیرقککشریکدہمںیریہ۔

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-12/page-8/detail-16

September 13, 2024
Business Recorder

‘HBL China Story’ session held
KARACHI: HBL hosts the “HBL China Story” session, bringing together colleagues to
discuss the significance of the Bank’s journey in China that started in 2005. HBL is the first
and only Bank from Pakistan to have branches in Beijing and one of the three banks from
South Asia and MENA region to offer end-to-end RMB intermediation in China.
The event was attended by HE Zhang Hao, Acting Consul General of China in Karachi, and
Sultan Ali Allana, Chairman – HBL. Wei Cheng, Country Manager China, presented HBL’s
journey in China.
With HBL’s growing business in Pakistan and its international footprint, China is the
Linchpin and a market that HBL identifies as its second home. The key theme of the session
was to explore opportunities for the next chapter of HBL’s growth in China.
Speaking on the occasion, Sultan Ali Allana, Chairman – HBL said, “HBL’s journey to
China began in 2005 with the establishment of Representative Office in Beijing. Over the

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-12/page-1/detail-31
https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-12/page-8/detail-16
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years China has become the cornerstone of our strategy growing and facilitating trade in the
region and promoting business in RMB.
We are immensely proud of the critical role that our China team plays in serving our clients
across our network in UAE, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Bangladesh and Bahrain.”
Narrating the HBL China story, Wei Cheng, Country Manager China, said, “HBL’s growth in
China is a testament to our strong relationships with local partners and our ability to adapt to
the unique needs of this dynamic market. Our continued success will be driven by innovation,
collaboration, and a deep understanding of the Chinese market.
By leveraging the strength of our group and our understanding of local dynamics, we are
positioned to contribute significantly to the diverse needs of our clients across HBL’s
network.”—PR

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/13/7-page/1007232-news.html

September 14, 2024
BuisnessRecorder

Gwadar: imported coal-fired project faces axe
Government likely to scrap 300 MW imported coal power project at Gwadar

ISLAMABAD: The government is likely to scrap 300 MW imported coal power project at
Gwadar and the Chinese company, M/s CIHC Pak Power Company (Pvt) Ltd (CPPCL) is
unwilling to move ahead until further upward revision in tariff, well-informed sources in
PPIB told Business Recorder.

Managing Director Shah Jahan Mirza in a letter to CEO of the company gave a deadline of
September 18, 2024 for final reply otherwise GoP will adopt its course.

Mirza in his letter in continuation to PPIB’s three earlier letters on this matter, stated that
CPPCL was advised to consult Chinese authorities and project sponsors and provide updated
status on further development of the project.

CPPCL, he wrote, was issued Letter of Support (LoS) on August 23, 2019, with Financial
Closing (FC) date of April 23, 2020.

However, to accommodate various issues including notable delays in obtaining acceptable
tariff from Nepra, lenders’ reluctance, issuance of Sinosure policy, execution of Land Lease
Agreement with Government of Balochistan and No-Objection Certificate from Balochistan
EPA PPIB facilitated CPPCL and approved six extensions in FC thereby extending the FC
date till December 31, 2024.

However, despite repeated reminders CPPCL has not obtained extension in FC through
amendment to its LoS, due to non-submission of FC date extension fee.

The CPPCL signed Security Package Agreements (IA, SIA and Quadripartite PPA) with the
assistance of PPIB on April 8, 2021, with Required Commercial Operations Date (RCOD) of
June30, 2023.

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2024/09/13/7-page/1007232-news.html
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After the ground breaking ceremony in November 2019, it was believed that CPPCL would
immediately start construction activities, in order to achieve COD by June 30, 2023; but
construction of the project did not start.

However, in order to discuss early start of construction activities at site, a meeting was held
in January 2023 between Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives
(PD&SI)/Co-Chairman of JCC, Chinese Ambassador and SAPM on Coordination, wherein it
was decided that project work must start immediately before FC to complete/energize the
project by December 2025.

Consequently, PPIB reminded and held various meetings with CPPCL for resumption of
construction at site, however the site activities are still suspended and no palpable
development has been made at the project site, since ground breaking.

Regarding, assistance in obtaining a favourable tariff, Government of Pakistan also extended
its maximum support in tariff determination process. The Nepra initially determined the tariff
of 6.6337 Cents/kWh for the project in 2018, which was revised thrice in response to review
petitions filed by CPPCL.

The latest tariff announced by Nepra is 9.0818 cents/kWh, which is much higher, as
compared to other imported coal power projects developed under CPEC; but CPPCL is still
not satisfied and wants further revision in tariff; however, CPPCL neither approached
Nepra’s Appellate Tribunal for tariff revision, even after a lapse of four months, nor started
construction at site.

In view of GOP’s efforts to implement the project, Minister for PD&SI during his visit to
China in July 2024 discussed delays in construction of 300 MW Gwadar coal power project
with officials of NDRC and representatives of CCCG and clarified that NEPRA has already
reviewed tariff for the project thrice, hence tariff may not be reviewed any further.

Accordingly, Chinese side and project sponsors were urged to make decision on Gwadar Coal
Power Project or any other alternate project within 15 days.

The same was communicated to CPPCL on July 26 and August 5, 2024, to consult with
Chinese Authorities, regarding further course of action and provide its response, however, the
response of CPPCL is not satisfactory, and did not address further course of action for
development of the project.

In view of the importance of project for development of Gwadar area, Minister for PD&SI, in
a CPEC progress review meeting, again desired to seek CPPCL’s official position on
implementation of the project.

Therefore, CPPCL is once again advised to convey its firm position regarding
implementation of the project, at the earliest, but not later than September 18, 2024.

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40322419

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40322419
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Daily times

Envoy opens Pakistan Pavilion at China fair
The Pakistan Pavilion at the prestigious China International Fair for Trade in Services
(CIFTIS) 2024 was inaugurated on Friday by Ambassador Khalil Hashmi, accompanied by
Zhang Yanqing, Deputy Secretary-General of the People’s Government of Pingdingshan City.

CIFTIS, recognized as one of the world’s largest platforms for trade in services, presents a
unique opportunity for countries to showcase their strengths in the services sector and engage
in global trade relations. This year’s Pakistan Pavilion sets itself apart by adopting a public-
private partnership model in its setup and operations. The aim is not only to inform visitors of
the vast investment opportunities in Pakistan but also to offer a practical understanding of
how businesses can establish and grow within the country. The pavilion features industrial
park operators and development authorities, offering attendees direct access to valuable
expertise on infrastructure and investment-ready environment in Pakistan.

Welcoming the attendees, Ambassador Khalil Hashmi highlighted 13 priority sectors for
investment in Pakistan, ranging from manufacturing and technology to energy, agriculture,
and infrastructure development. He acknowledged the valuable contributions of Pakistani
organizations participating in CIFTIS, including the Export Processing Zone Authority
(EPZA), Green Pakistan Initiative, Dhabeji Economic Zone, Allama Iqbal SEZ, National
Bank of Pakistan, and others, which are pivotal in fostering B2B relationships between
Pakistan and China. The Ambassador stated that as part of Pakistan’s efforts to further
economic engagement with China, the Embassy will also host the Pakistan Investment
Conference: Together for a Shared Future during CIFTIS. The conference, alongside panel
discussions, interactive sessions, and B2B meetings, is expected to serve as a powerful
platform for Pakistani and Chinese businesses to explore new avenues of cooperation and
develop meaningful partnerships.

Meanwhile Ambassador Khalil Hashmi represented Pakistan at the 9th Belt and Road
Summit in Hong Kong under the theme “Building a Connected, Innovative, and Green Belt
and Road.” The summit gathered international leaders, business representatives, and industry
experts to discuss the Belt and Road Initiative’s (BRI) future, emphasizing the importance of
global partnerships and sustainable development in leveraging Hong Kong’s unique strengths.

The Ambassador of Pakistan expressed how China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) had
transformed Pakistan’s economic landscape over the past decade. He explained that the
project had created significant employment opportunities and added 8,000 MW to the
national power grid, while developing 800 km of road networks and transmission lines. He
further stated that CPEC’s next phase would evolve into a multidimensional corridor focused
on growth, innovation, and inclusiveness, aligned with Pakistan’s “5Es” strategy, which
centers on exports, digital transformation, climate change, energy, and equity.

The Ambassador highlighted Pakistan’s burgeoning IT sector, noting its rapid expansion
supported by a growing internet user base and cellular connections. He remarked that
Pakistan’s fintech sector, though nascent, presented substantial opportunities for Hong Kong-
based firms to introduce digital banking platforms and blockchain solutions. He emphasized
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that while the demand for innovative financial solutions is rising, fintech startups in Pakistan
require venture capital investments, which Hong Kong is well-positioned to provide.

The Ambassador also stressed Pakistan’s commitment to sourcing 30% of its energy from
renewables by 2030. He pointed out the untapped potential in hydropower, solar, and wind,
inviting Hong Kong’s financial institutions to collaborate in green energy projects. He also
mentioned the Special Economic Zones (SEZs) under CPEC as attractive locations for Hong
Kong enterprises to explore early-bird investment opportunities, particularly in
manufacturing and logistics. During his stay in Hong Kong, the Ambassador also interacted
with Hong Kong leadership and media.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225718/envoy-opens-pakistan-pavilion-at-china-fair/

The News

China, S Arabia, UAE helped Pakistan get IMF loan: PM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif Friday acknowledged efforts of friendly
countries like China, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) for their role in securing
the IMF programme for Pakistan.

Talking to Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PMLN) young parliamentarians here, he said the
IMF board meeting was scheduled for Sept 25 to approve a loan programme for Pakistan.

He also lauded the efforts by the government’s economic team, the army chief, and all those
involved in the process of securing loans.

The prime minister wished that the upcoming programme would be the last IMF programme
for Pakistan. However, he added, the nation, especially the youth, would have to work hard to
achieve the goal. He said the tax net would have to be expanded and there should be a full
stop to tax evasion. He said that self-reliance was essential to have an honourable and
dignified life.

He noted that seeking loans and rolling over old debt could not guarantee a respectable life.
Hence, collective efforts and hard work were the only way forward to attain a prestigious
position among the comity of nations.

Shehbaz said that positive indicators like reduction in policy rate and inflation, and increase
in remittances from Pakistani expatriates showed that economy was heading in the right
direction. He said the policy rate and inflation had decreased, while remittances from
expatriates and exports of agricultural goods were on the rise. He said collective efforts by
the entire nation, especially by the youth, were vital to make Pakistan self-reliant and debt-
free.

The government was striving to promote IT (Information Technology) exports, he said and
appreciated the role of Information Minister Attaullah Tarar in amplifying the government’s
performance. But, he said, many more efforts were yet to be made with unity and a clear
mind to regain the lost position.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1225718/envoy-opens-pakistan-pavilion-at-china-fair/
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He told the young parliamentarians including senators and members of the National
Assembly (MNAs) that the incumbent government had made a pathway for the country to
regain its stature in the comity of nations by rectifying past mistakes.

Calling the country’s five million traders to play their part in taxation, he said the government
had brought the agro farms under the tax net.

The young parliamentarians presented suggestions with regard to governance and legislation,
which the prime minister appreciated.

Separately, PM Shehbaz Sharif Friday directed the authorities concerned to take measures for
the capacity building of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to enhance their profitability.

The PM, who chaired a meeting of the steering committee of Small and Medium Enterprises
Development Authority (SMEDA), said steps to boost SMEs exports was inevitable for
national economy, according to a PM Office press release.

The meeting was told that the new policy for uplift of SMEs institutions would be formulated
on the basis of latest statistics.

Meanwhile, PM Shehbaz Sharif Friday chaired a review meeting to assess the current
situation and precautionary measures being taken to prevent the spread of monkeypox (mpox)
in the country. He emphasised the importance of vigilance and preparedness, directing
authorities to adopt all necessary measures to prevent the virus from spreading within the
country.

He also instructed that scanning at all airports, seaports, and land entry points must be strictly
enforced to detect any potential cases. He said Pakistan was not currently facing an
emergency situation related to monkeypox.

During the briefing, officials informed the prime minister that while the African continent
remained the most affected by mpox, Pakistan had so far recorded only five cases, all
diagnosed after individuals arrived in the country from abroad.

The detected cases were of the clade-II strain, which was considered relatively less dangerous.

A helpline, 1166, has also been activated to provide guidance on the disease.

Separately, PM Shehbaz Sharif Thursday joined 48 world leaders virtually, to outline their
expectations for this month’s summit of the Future in New York, underscoring “effective”
international cooperation to address global challenges, including the developing nation’s
rising debt burdens.

“The Summit of the Future represents a great opportunity. We must not lose it,” the Pakistani
leader told the virtual live event as part of a global call to action to support the once-in-a-
generation UN summit, which begins on Sept 22 at the UN Headquarters.
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At Thursday’s live event, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres was joined by President of
Namibia Nangolo Mbumba and Chancellor of Germany Olaf Scholz, as co-facilitators of the
preparatory process.

In a video call from Islamabad, PM Shehbaz Sharif called for collective efforts to deal with
acute world problems, saying, “Today, in times of unprecedented global challenges and
escalating conflicts, we are at risk of permanently damaging the notion of ‘we’.” The PM
stressed the need for significant reform of international financial institutions to achieve SDGs,
saying it required enhanced concessional financing, increased Official Development
Assistance (ODA), and greater lending from Multilateral Development Banks.

“Above all,” he added, “we need innovative financial solutions to address debt challenges,
including climate debt swaps and equitable debt relief mechanisms.”

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=342061

HBL hosts ‘China story’ session

KARACHI: Habib Bank Limited (HBL) held a special session titled the ‘HBL China Story’
on Friday, reflecting on its journey and growth in China since 2005.

The event, which underscored HBL’s unique position as the first and only Pakistani bank
with branches in Beijing and one of the few banks from South Asia and the MENA region
offering comprehensive RMB intermediation in China, was attended by key dignitaries
including HE Zhang Hao, acting consul-general of China in Karachi, and Sultan Ali Allana,
chairman of HBL. The session featured a presentation by Wei Cheng, HBL’s country
manager for China, who detailed the bank’s development and achievements in the Chinese
market. The event centred on exploring future opportunities and strategies for HBL’s
continued expansion and growth in China. Chairman Sultan Ali Allana emphasized the
importance of China to HBL’s global strategy. “HBL’s journey in China began in 2005 with
the establishment of a representative office in Beijing. Over the years, China has become a
cornerstone of our strategy, significantly contributing to our growth and facilitating trade in
the region while promoting business in RMB. We are immensely proud of the critical role
played by our China team in serving clients across our network in the UAE, Sri Lanka,
Maldives, Bangladesh, and Bahrain,” Allana remarked. Wei Cheng, country manager for
China, spoke about the bank’s successful integration and expansion in the Chinese market.
“HBL’s growth in China is a testament to our strong relationships with local partners and our
ability to adapt to the unique needs of this dynamic market. Our continued success will be
driven by innovation, collaboration, and a deep understanding of the Chinese market. By
leveraging the strength of our group and our understanding of local dynamics, we are well-
positioned to meet the diverse needs of our clients across HBL’s global network,” Cheng
stated. The ‘HBL China Story’ session highlighted HBL’s strategic focus on China as a key
market and its commitment to fostering further growth and collaboration in the region.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=341839

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=342061
https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=341839
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September 15, 2024
BusinessRecorder

CJCSC meets Chinese military leaders
ISLAMABAD: General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee
(CJCSC), is on an official visit to the People’s Republic of China, where he held separate
high-level meetings with key Chinese military leaders.

These included General He Weidong, Vice Chairman of the Central Military Commission
(CMC), and General Liu Zhenli, Chief of CMC Joint Staff Department.

During these meetings, both sides emphasised the longstanding and historic ties between
Pakistan and China, particularly in areas of defense cooperation and strategic partnership.
The leaders reaffirmed their mutual commitment to strengthening bilateral relations, ensuring
continued collaboration across multiple domains.

General Mirza also delivered a keynote address at the 11th Beijing Xiangshan Forum,
focusing on Pakistan’s role in promoting regional peace and stability. The Chinese leadership,
in turn, reassured their unwavering support for Pakistan’s territorial integrity and sovereignty,
underscoring the strength of the strategic partnership between the two nations.

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40322480

DailyTimes

Jam Kamal emphasizes for Pak-Sino strategic partnership
* Chinese investors being welcomed to set up their manufacturing in Pakistan

Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan on Saturday emphasized the strategic
partnership between Pakistan and China, often referred to as “iron brothers.”

The Commerce Minister highlighted the importance of aligning the two countries’ economic
cooperation with their strong political and strategic ties. “While our economic partnership has
grown significantly, particularly through initiatives like the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and the China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (CPFTA), there is still vast
untapped potential,” the minister noted.

Federal Commerce Minister delivered a virtual keynote address at the Pakistan Investment
Conference held during the China International Fair for Trade in Services (CIFTIS), China’s
second-largest exhibition.

Organized by Pakistan’s Embassy in Beijing in collaboration with China’s Ministry of
Commerce (MOFCOM) and the Beijing Municipal Government, the event aimed to bolster
B2B exchanges and foster investment opportunities in Pakistan.

Focusing on Phase II of CPEC, which emphasizes business-to-business (B2B) exchanges and
win-win partnerships, the Commerce Minister stressed that since the Prime Minister’s visit to
China in June 2024, efforts to facilitate Chinese investments in Pakistan have gained
momentum.

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40322480
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He assured Chinese businessmen of the Government of Pakistan’s support, reaffirming its
commitment to creating an environment conducive to investment and industrial growth.

The Commerce Minister outlined the competitive advantages that Pakistan offers to Chinese
businesses, including abundant economic resources, investor-friendly policies, and access to
major regional and global markets.

He particularly emphasized Pakistan’s demographic strength, noting that with a population of
over 240 million people and a median age of 21 years, the country offers both a vast
consumer base and a cost-competitive, adaptable workforce.

The conference featured top industrial park operators and companies from Pakistan, including
representatives from the Pakistan Green Initiative (SIFC), Exports Processing Zones
Authority, Dhabeji Special Economic Zone, Gwadar Free Zone, International Innovative Park
(EPZ), Netsol, National Bank of Pakistan, JW Group, and Uqab Group. Each of these
organizations showcased Pakistan’s potential across sectors such as agriculture, industry, ICT,
and banking.

High-ranking Chinese officials also attended the event, including Ms. Liu Meiying, Deputy
Secretary General of Beijing Municipal People’s Government; Mr. Li An, Deputy Director
General of MOFCOM; Ms. Lin Changhua, Deputy Director of SCO Demonstration Area,
Qingdao; and Mr. Zhang Yanqing, Deputy Secretary General of the People’s Government of
Pingdingshan City.

During the conference, two important agreements were signed, including:- A USD 382
million investment contract between COFCO Technology and International Innovation Park
Limited (EPZ).

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between IBI and CEO Waetz Asia for Digital
Transformation and Supply Chain Optimization of 200 textile factories in Pakistan.

The second half of the conference featured panel discussions on Industrial Park Development
in Pakistan and the potential for agriculture and technology cooperation between the two
nations.

The panel discussions were held at the Pakistan Pavilion, where an Investment Lounge was
set up to facilitate B2B meetings between Pakistani and Chinese enterprises. The Pavilion
themed “Invest in Pakistan” will remain operational from September 12 to 16, 2024, with a
strong turnout from Chinese companies engaging with Pakistani businesses .Concluding his
speech, Commerce Minister urged Chinese businesses to explore the vast opportunities
Pakistan offers, stating, “With new developments and emerging opportunities on the horizon,
Pakistan is the place to invest, and the time to act is now.” He warmly invited all attendees to
visit Pakistan to further explore the exciting investment and business prospects awaiting them.

Manufacturing: Chinese investors will be welcomed to set up their manufacturing in Pakistan
and export products to the European Union.

We have good market in European countries and the Middle East, where we have also
finalized the Free Trade Agreement.
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This was stated by Pakistani Ambassador to China Khalil Hashmi while taking with China
Economic Net (CEN).

“We have a strong foundation to promote China-Pakistan trade cooperation,” Hashimi said,
referring to almost 11 years of the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), and the China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement.

Meanwhile, Pakistan National Pavilion was officially inaugurated here at the 2024 China
International Fair Trade in Services (CIFTIS), marking another joint effort made by China
and Pakistan to showcase investment opportunities in Pakistan and further promote bilateral
trade.

As chief guest of the event, Ambassador Khalil Hashmi stressed the importance of the
pavilion in providing business opportunities to Pakistani stakeholders.

“As one of the major fairs for China’s opening up to the world, thousands of enterprises have
come here every year.

This also highlights the unique appeal and attraction of Beijing as a capital city-one that
draws in talent, capital, and good management practices. By bringing these elements together,
the CIFTIS creates a significant impact and adds more value,” the envoy said.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1226084/jam-kamal-emphasizes-for-pak-sino-strategic-partnership/

ISSI, China think-tanks unite on arms control agenda
The Arms Control and Disarmament Centre (ACDC) at the Institute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) organized an In-House Meeting with a Chinese delegation led by Mr. SUN
Xiaobo, Director General, Department of Arms Control, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA),
Beijing. Other members of the delegation included:

Mr. Xie Xinxing, Deputy Division Director, Ms. XIAO Yue, Deputy Division Director, and
Jiang Yingbo, Second Secretary, Department of Arms Control, MFA; and Mr. Xu Hangtian,
Minister Counsellor and Ms. Wanf YiQiu, Third Secretary, Embassy of China, Islamabad.

The Session was attended by distinguished former diplomats, practitioners, academics, and
think-tanks experts including: Ambassador Zamir Akram; Ambassador Masood Khalid;
Ambassador Tehmina Janjua; Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi; Ambassador Babar Amin; Mr
Haroon Rashid, DG SECDIV; Maj Gen (R) Ausaf Ali; Maj. Gen. (R) Naseer Ali Khan; Dr.
Salma Malik, QAU; Dr. Shabana Fayyaz, QAU; Air Commodore (R) Khalid Banuri; Mr
Kamran Hashmi, NIMA; Dr. Adil Sultan, Air University; Mr. Imran Ahmad Khan and Mr.
Rashid Sultan, PAEC; and Dr. Ghulam Mujaddid, NDU. Participants from the ISSI included
Director General Ambassador Sohail Mahmood, Chairman BoG Ambassador Khalid
Mahmood, Centers’ Directors, and members of the ACDC team. The event was moderated by
director ACDC Malik Qasim Mustafa. The participants discussed a wide range of subjects –
including global trends and challenges facing arms controls and disarmament regime;
challenges posed by emerging technologies; managing the risks of AI; rising major-power
competition; militarization of outer space; ongoing Ukraine conflict and the increased risk of
nuclear clash; deepening Indo-US strategic partnership; regional and global security
dynamics; and China’s Global Security Initiative.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1226084/jam-kamal-emphasizes-for-pak-sino-strategic-partnership/
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The wide-ranging interaction exuded the spirit of Pakistan-China relationship marked by
strategic mutual trust and reinforced common perceptions and convergent positions on
security and strategic issues of common interest. At the end, Ambassador Khalid Mahmood
presented ISSI shield to the Chinese delegation. Meanwhile, Pakistan and China held the 9th
round of bilateral consultations on arms control and non-proliferation in Islamabad,
discussing global and regional security, emerging technologies, and bilateral cooperation.
The talks were led by Ambassador Tahir Andrabi and Director General Sun Xiaobo, who also
met with Foreign Secretary Ambassador Amna Baloch. Both sides agreed to continue regular
exchanges and consultations, with the next round scheduled for Beijing next year. The two
sides held in-depth discussions on the entire spectrum of arms control & nonproliferation
issues; global and regional security; new and emerging technologies; cyber-security; artificial
intelligence; outer space; and bilateral cooperation in the peaceful applications of nuclear
technology.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1226013/issi-china-think-tanks-unite-on-arms-control-agenda/

The News

General Sahir meets Chinese military officials

RAWALPINDI: Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee General Sahir Shamshad Mirza,
who is on an official visit to People’s Republic of China, held separate meetings with General
He Weidong, Vice Chairman of the Central Military Commission (CMC) and General Liu
Zhenli, Chief of CMC Joint Staff Department and delivered a talk in the 11th Beijing
Xiangshan Forum on the role of Pakistan in regional peace and stability. During meetings,
both sides appreciated deep and historic relationship of Pakistan and China in multiple
domains and acknowledged assuring progress on the bilateral strategic cooperative
partnership and defence cooperation. The Chinese leadership also reaffirmed their unfettered
commitment to support Pakistan on its territorial integrity and sovereignty.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=342359

Nawaiwaqt News

چیدتکچکنکسل،تدمریکغزللییکدمدہ

ثمکگ+دسمیبد)ودئےقریرٹ+دپسفریربس(یمجدئچیفسفکجلسحشدمادچکدکریدےرےکہ، ≛یک
ک سممتک۔جدئچیفسفککچیفجدئسفانرٹجللالی شک

ی جںدنںنچمےدئیمسلمی�م�
سبممتہئ۔یئدیپیرکقبجلسحشدمادنبیینشنررممہمئدمےدسممچکنککددرکگک۔

ثکتےندےرددعتتماصدفدققکدعدفکگ۔چیدت یسنح مماںکدےردنچکچتریدےرگےتتکددہگجدےطفلر
نچکنکہمئسلےتدمریکغزللییکدمدہک۔

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-15/page-1/detail-11

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1226013/issi-china-think-tanks-unite-on-arms-control-agenda/
https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=342359
https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-15/page-1/detail-11
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چکنچسدمیکریکہمتےنیےئگ،لدلخن

تہر)ناریرب(چکددردتمبمدینفدربشدندےسمدنبم107کلس2000سادئمکںشککرہہ
جم150چکندددرےشمہ۔دسدیکدیحسسےرسئخبکتہئےدقےایدمیکریبرا،نریدےرودیتلدلخن
ککیکچکنمدمیکریکلاردع،تئسک،راکدسدےرینتکشںمخطتدہشئوجدہ،چکنچسدمیکری

کہمتےنیےئگ۔چکنکئکدےدےبےدےرتنکسایبےہخککلممہ۔چکنکںکچسسنگسن
دہمںمدےفکودقمرہہدےرتدچکبیلدمیدےریرپکیبمچکنمصںکمایدہیسنہجک70ف

کتگیئگ۔بشفسدپےرسئخبمےدقےایلدلخننبمدسملکسنمچکنسبیرنئگکچکن
خرےنکعکخدجتپک۔

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-15/page-10/detail-44

Chinese Newspapers
September 02, 2024

People’s Daily

Pakistani delegation hails China's development, envisions future
cooperation

BEIJING, Sept. 1 (Xinhua) -- A delegation of nine media and think tank representatives from
Pakistan recently visited China, traveling from the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and
Shaanxi Province to Beijing.

Impressed by China's social and economic advancements, they expressed a strong desire to
further deepen China-Pakistan cooperation in the future.

During their five-day visit to Xinjiang, the first stop of their China tour from Aug. 19 to 29,
the delegation visited the regional capital Urumqi and the Kazak Autonomous Prefecture of
Ili. Through direct exchanges with local residents, the members of the delegation experienced
a Xinjiang that starkly contrasts with the negative portrayals by some Western media.

"It is my second time here in Urumqi. It has been 10 years since the last visit, and there are a
lot of differences here," said Qamar Bashir, former press secretary to the Pakistani president.
"The people look much happier and more confident."

During a visit to the Xinjiang International Grand Bazaar in Urumqi, senior PTV journalist
Arbab Ali Asghar was visibly excited to meet a Pakistani businessman who shared that he
has lived in the region for 30 years and finds the local people very friendly.

"When I visited Xinjiang back in 2014, it was implementing the policy of pulling people out
of poverty. Now this is totally transformed, people are living in their own houses, well

https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2024-09-15/page-10/detail-44
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protected, given jobs, this is all about humanity," said Mian Abrar Hussain, chief news editor
of Pakistan Today. He also engaged in in-depth exchanges with locals in a relocation village
in Qapqal Xibe Autonomous County in Ili.

Captivated by the vibrant scenes -- crowds of tourists, people of all ethnic groups dancing
joyfully and a dazzling array of goods from various countries -- Maarij Farooq, deputy editor
and chief digital editor of the Daily Ittehad Media Group, couldn't resist capturing the
beautiful moments with his camera throughout the journey.

Farooq told Xinhua that before visiting the region, he was concerned that the negative
propaganda about Xinjiang on social media might be partly true.

"But the truth is totally different. People here are living a very good life," Farooq said. "I
would recommend that people themselves visit this beautiful place, and they will see the
changes taking place in China."

The trip also unraveled answers to the delegation's lingering questions about Xinjiang. "In
English, they say 'the proof of the pudding is in the eating.' Now, I have eaten the pudding,"
said Murtaza Solangi, chief editor of Stratheia, an online media outlet from Pakistan.

"Before coming here, there were a lot of stories of underdevelopment and backwardness of
Xinjiang. But it's a region that's hustling and bustling with energy, technology and new
ideas," he added,

expressing the hope that the people of Xinjiang and Pakistan can learn from each other in
fighting extremism and terrorism.

During their China tour, the delegation also witnessed the achievements of exchanges and
cooperation between China and Pakistan under the framework of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

Launched in 2013 as a flagship BRI project, the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
has broadened bilateral cooperation from infrastructure to include new energy and agriculture
sectors.

LONGi Green Energy Technology Co., Ltd. (LONGi), a leading global solar technology
company in Xi'an, the capital of Shaanxi Province, entered the Pakistani market in 2018. The
market share of LONGi's photovoltaic (PV) module in Pakistan exceeded 40 percent this year.

"I got the solar panels on my house. I feel so relieved now because it's a good technology,
good for the pocket and also for the environment,"

said Abdullah Gauhar Malik, digital editor of Pakistan Observer, during the delegation's visit
to LONGi. "I think there is huge potential for energy cooperation between Pakistan and
China."
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Speaking about Western accusations of overcapacity in China's PV sector, he said that there
was no such thing as overproduction and that current activities were significantly benefiting
the environment.

"As long as there is market demand, there is no overcapacity. We should do more."

According to the delegates, with the CPEC now entering its second phase, they anticipate an
increase in collaborative projects focused on renewable energy and the green transformation
of the economy.

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0902/c90000-20213104.html

September 03, 2024
Xinhua News

Roundup: CPEC's benefits for Pakistan's infrastructure, economy far
exceed malicious "debt trap" claims: experts

Misbah Saba Malik

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 3 (Xinhua) -- Loans taken from China under the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) have significantly benefited Pakistan as they helped build and
transform the country's infrastructure and created jobs and business opportunities for the
public, Pakistani experts have said. Addressing a seminar titled "Narratives building on the
CPEC and Role of Media" hosted by an Islamabad-based thinktank Institute of Regional
Studies, the experts said that labeling CPEC as a debt trap is misguided, emphasizing that
unlike Western loans, CPEC has advanced Pakistan's economic development under more
favorable terms. Addressing the event, Jauhar Saleem, the president of the think tank, said
that when CPEC was launched in 2013. He emphasized the need to showcase CPEC's
contributions to Pakistan's economy to counter the negative propaganda of the West and
urged the media to perform its twin roles of informing and educating by adopting an
objective and constructive approach. Speaking at the event, Tahir Mumtaz Awan, an analyst
on China, currently working as a professor at the COMSATS University Islamabad, said that
CPEC has brought development through infrastructure development across Pakistan. Talking
about the double standards of the West for focusing on Chinese loans to disparage CPEC
while ignoring the larger issue of Western debt, the professor stated that the debt from China
is "a drop in the bucket" compared to the substantial Western debt that is burdening Pakistan,
forcing it to take on new loans to repay old ones. "It is appalling that the countries with the
highest carbon emissions criticize the environmental impact of CPEC projects, which have
very low emissions, while those burdening Pakistan with massive debt label CPEC as a debt
trap," he added. He said that the Pakistani government always rebuts the negative propaganda
by presenting facts and figures, urging that the Pakistani media should also play its part in
countering the negative propaganda against the development of Pakistan. In his comments,
Talat Shabbir, director of the China-Pakistan Study Center at the Islamabad-based think tank,
the Institute of Strategic Studies, said that CPEC is the beacon of hope for Pakistan and a

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0902/c90000-20213104.html
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game changer for the country's economy, so it is the utmost responsibility of the media and
the state to counter propaganda against it. The event was well attended by a diverse audience,
including national and international media personnel, diplomats, academics, researchers and
university students. The attendees engaged in lively discussions and exchanged insights on
the impact of CPEC, reflecting a broad spectrum of perspectives on its economic and
developmental significance.

https://english.news.cn/20240903/f7fe630020cb472dbbcfc841660aef1f/c.html

September 04, 2024
Global Times

Pakistan: Embassy of Pakistan in China hosts photo exhibition to promote
bilateral tourism, with year 2023 a strong beginning

The Embassy of Pakistan in China hosted a photo exhibition titled "Pakistan in Frames: A
Visual Journey by Chinese Tour Operators" in Beijing on September 3. The impressive photo
exhibition showcased the rich cultural heritage and breathtaking landscapes of Pakistan,
captured by a group of Chinese tour operators who visited Islamabad, Taxila, and Gilgit-
Baltistan in 2023, the year of China-Pakistan Tourism Exchanges. The exhibition was
centered around various themes, including Pakistan's Northern Splendor, Gandhara, and
China-Pakistan friendship. Pakistani Ambassador to China Khalil Hashmi expressed deep
appreciation for the breathtaking photographs taken by the Chinese tour operators. He noted
that the photographs not only displayed Pakistan's striking beauty but also reflected the
profound cultural and historical ties that enhance mutual understanding between the two
countries. The ambassador emphasized that this exhibition symbolized the shared dreams and
aspirations of the two peoples. Professor Li Xiguang, director of the Pakistan Culture and
Communication Center at Tsinghua University shared his experiences from his frequent
travels to Pakistan, including Pakistan's role as the seat of ancient civilizations such as
Gandhara and the Indus Valley. The embassy has planned further activities to promote
people-to-people exchanges, ties, and contact between the two friendly neighbors. Before the
COVID-19 pandemic, the number of Chinese tourists to Pakistan had increased beyond
225,000 a year. The year 2023 saw Chinese tourists returning, as the two countries marked
the China-Pakistan Year of Tourism Exchanges. In her remarks on behalf of the group of tour
operators, York Feng Yuting from Qyer.com shared her fond memories of Pakistan. She also
highlighted Pakistan's tourism potential. Since 2023, the outbound destination options for
Chinese tourists have become more diversified, with Europe, North America, and Africa
accounting for an increased proportion, while Asian countries still top the list, according to an
industry report by the China Tourism Academy in early February. Pakistan is one of the
oldest ancient civilizations in history, dating back to 7,000 BC. The country is 1.5 times the
size of France and is located on the shores of the Arabian Sea.

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319238.shtml

https://english.news.cn/20240903/f7fe630020cb472dbbcfc841660aef1f/c.html
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319238.shtml
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September 05, 2024
Global Times

China to include more African members in its lunar research program in
latest effort to boost South-South cooperation

In the latest efforts to advance South-South cooperation in aerospace, China and Africa have
agreed to deepen collaboration in deep-space exploration amid the ongoing 2024 Summit of
the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). On Thursday, Senegal, along with several
African institutions, announced their participation in the China-led International Lunar
Research Station (ILRS) program, bringing the total number of participants in the program to
more than 10 countries and over 40 international organizations worldwide.

Li Guoping, China National Space Administration's (CNSA) chief engineer, signed an
agreement with Maram Kaïré, Director General of the Senegalese Space Studies Agency, to
engage in cooperation on the ILRS project during the 2nd International Conference on Deep
Space Exploration on Thursday, media reported.

In addition to Senegal, CNSA signed Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) with 10
international organizations at the event, including institutions from Serbia, Switzerland, the
UAE, Panama, Indonesia, Pakistan, and South Africa, in addition to the Belt and Road
Alliance for Science & Technology, the Foundation for Space Development Africa, and the
Africa Business Alliance.

The new partnership has added to international organizations aboard the ILRS since China's
initial call for international partners in 2017. To date, Venezuela, Belarus, Pakistan,
Azerbaijan, South Africa, Egypt, Nicaragua, Thailand, Serbia and Kazakhstan have joined
China and Russia as part of the venture.

Wu Yanhua, chief designer of the country's major deep space exploration project, proposed
six major cooperation initiatives for the ILRS at the Thursday event, encouraging global
partners to join at various stages of the project.

These initiatives cover cooperation in areas including joint demonstrations, mission-level
collaboration, system development, ground facilities, scientific research, and education.
China also announced plans to establish an international cooperation committee and
headquarters to foster a supportive environment for partners, Wu said.

The ILRS is a scientific experimental facility consisting of sections on the lunar surface, in
lunar orbit and on Earth. It is designed to be a long-term, autonomous, expandable scientific
research station that can support human missions for short durations.

Wu also mentioned at the conference that this lunar facility would provide a wide range of
functionalities, including power supply, central command, communication and navigation,
Earth-Moon transportation, lunar exploration, and ground support.
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China plans to launch three Chang'e lunar probe missions within the next four years, with the
goal of completing the basic version of the ILRS by 2035, authorities revealed at a 2024
China Space Conference held in April.

By 2035, the basic version will be centered around the lunar south pole, with comprehensive
scientific facilities equipped with basic functions and elements, conducting regular scientific
experiments.
By 2045, the expanded version will be completed, with the lunar orbit station as the hub,
featuring fully equipped and substantially scaled facilities, stable operations, while
conducting comprehensive scientific research on the moon and in-depth resource
development and utilization, in addition to conducting technical verification and scientific
experiments related to a manned mission to Mars.

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319316.shtml

September 06, 2024
People’s Daily

Pakistan committed to enhancing cooperation with China: foreign office

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 5 (Xinhua) -- Pakistan has remained committed to deepening
cooperation with China in various sectors, including agriculture, the Pakistani Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said on Thursday.

Spokesperson of Pakistan's Foreign Office Mumtaz Zahra Baloch emphasized the robust and
multifaceted relationship between the two countries.

Baloch said that bilateral cooperation in various sectors, including agriculture, has continued
to grow steadily over the years.

"Pakistan and China are all-weather strategic cooperative partners, and our relationship is
multifaceted," said the spokesperson.

According to official sources, the Pakistani government is working on training of 1,000
Pakistani agricultural experts in China under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0906/c90000-20215889.html

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319316.shtml
http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0906/c90000-20215889.html
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September 07, 2024
People’s Daily

China's planned lunar research station ushers in new era of global space
collaboration

* China's ambitious initiative to construct an international lunar research station (ILRS) is
paving the way for a new era of global space collaboration, drawing in developing countries
without their own space missions and igniting widespread enthusiasm for participation.

* The ILRS is a scientific experimental facility designed to be an expandable and
maintainable system capable of long-term robotic operation with short-term human
participation on the moon.

* The Chang'e-7 lunar exploration mission, scheduled for launch around 2026, will carry six
international scientific instruments. Chang'e-8, targeting a launch around 2028, will offer 200
kilograms of international payload capacity.

HEFEI, Sept. 6 (Xinhua) -- China's ambitious initiative to construct an international lunar
research station (ILRS) is paving the way for a new era of global space collaboration,
drawing in developing countries without their own space missions and igniting widespread
enthusiasm for participation.

In 2017, the China National Space Administration (CNSA) officially launched the ILRS
cooperation initiative to the international community. To date, over 40 institutions from
across the world have signed cooperation documents with China.

The ILRS is a scientific experimental facility designed to be an expandable and
maintainable system capable of long-term robotic operation with short-term human
participation on the moon.

The project will be implemented in two phases. The first phase will see a basic facility built
by 2035 in the lunar south pole region, while the second phase aims to establish a network
connecting the moon's south pole, equator and far side by 2050.

CONCERTED EFFORTS

Wu Weiren, director and chief scientist of Deep Space Exploration Lab (DSEL), said at an
ongoing space conference in east China's Huangshan city that the ILRS adheres to the
principles of mutual consultation, joint construction and shared benefits to foster
collaborative efforts with global partners.

Speaking at the conference, Wu Yanhua, chief designer of the country's major deep space
exploration project, extended an invitation to nations worldwide to participate in the two-
phase program at various levels, including concept study, equipment, system and even
mission levels.
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Wu Yanhua also announced that China is planning to establish multiple international
organizations, including a cooperation committee, an expert consultative committee, a tech
innovation alliance, a science alliance and a coordination headquarters, to enhance global
collaboration efforts.

Following the successful operation of payloads from the European Space Agency (ESA),
France, Italy and Pakistan in China's Chang'e-6 mission, the country's Chang'e-7 lunar
exploration mission, scheduled for launch around 2026, will carry six international scientific
instruments. Chang'e-8, targeting a launch around 2028, will offer 200 kilograms of
international payload capacity. Chang'e-8 and Chang'e-7 will finally be part of the basic
model of ILRS.

Ayman Ahmed, senior director of space program at the Egyptian Space Agency, proudly
introduced an AI-enabled camera at a seminar during the two-day conference on Friday. This
camera, set to be part of the Chang'e-7 mission, is currently in the testing phase, supported by
the Changchun Institute of Optics under the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

ILRS is a space program that aims to provide "a synergy in international lunar exploration on
the basis of the set of complex research facilities on and around the Moon," said Dmitrii
Zarubin, an engineering fellow of the Space Research Institute of the Russian Academy of
Sciences. Russia's payload PmL-Ch7 is slated to be brought into orbit by Chang'e-7,
according to Zarubin.

"Free riding plus data sharing is the selection principle and cooperation philosophy," said
Han Siyuan, an official of the CNSA, on Friday.

PASSIONATE PARTNERS

Senegal is a new partner in the ILRS cooperation initiative. On Sept. 5, the CNSA and its
counterpart in Senegal signed an agreement, following a joint statement released earlier this
week that emphasized deepening bilateral relations and establishing a high-level China-
Senegal community with a shared future.

During the conference, the DSEL inked memoranda of understanding with 10 institutions
from countries including Serbia, Indonesia, Pakistan, Panama and South Africa. Among the
institutions are the Belt and Road Alliance for Science &Technology, the Foundation for
Space Development Africa, and the Africa Business Alliance.

Adriana Marais, director of the Foundation for Space Development Africa, expressed her
excitement about the collaboration between China and Africa at the educational, scientific
and partnership levels for lunar exploration.

Marais, a visiting scientist in the southern Chinese city of Shenzhen, is advancing her
Africa2Moon Project, which aims to send Africa's first mission to the moon. She is now
particularly focused on the Chang'e-8 mission and considers it a significant opportunity.
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Wiphu Rujopakarn, deputy director general of the National Astronomical Research Institute
of Thailand, said that space cooperation with China will benefit the people of his own country.

"This year, we have collaborated with the Shanghai Astronomical Observatory to connect our
radio telescope in Thailand with Chinese ones, forming a very long baseline interferometry
observation network," Rujopakarn said.

Thailand has also worked on the development of a science payload set to enter the lunar orbit
with Chang'e-7. "If the collaboration is successful, it could also serve as a model to
demonstrate to other ASEAN members," Rujopakarn added. Among Asian nations involved
in China's lunar exploration programs, Pakistan has already begun to reap the benefits. In
May, China delivered data provided by a cube satellite aboard its Chang'e-6 spacecraft to
Pakistan.

The cube satellite, ICUBE-Q, developed by Pakistan's Institute of Space Technology and
China's Shanghai Jiao Tong University, was sent to space, together with the Chang'e-6 orbiter,
to carry out exploration activities such as capturing images of the moon.

China and Pakistan have also signed a cooperation agreement on the ILRS and China has
already received Pakistan's application for payload cooperation on the Chang'e-8 mission.

EDUCATION FOR FUTURE

Nurturing young talent for future space exploration is equally crucial, if not more, for
numerous nations in the Global South.

"Our population may not yet fully realize the importance of developing lunar exploration or
space programs," said Maram Kaire, director-general of the Senegalese Space Studies
Agency, noting that the country is still facing challenges in power supply and space education.

China's lunar exploration initiatives could be "one of the best ways for Senegal to seize the
opportunity to cultivate young space scientists and simultaneously build the necessary
infrastructure," Kaire said.

Highlighting Africa's large youth population, Marais said that space education collaboration
with China can "prepare the next generation of humans to become excited about space
exploration and to share knowledge, skills, infrastructure and capabilities."

"The idea of looking back at Africa from the moon with African designed, African-built
mission, in partnership with China, will be a huge inspiration for young people for years to
come," Marais said.

Jing Guifei, deputy director of the regional center for Space Science and Technology
Education in Asia and the Pacific affiliated to the United Nations, outlined the goals of ILRS
education and training. The goals include nurturing specialized engineering technicians and
project management experts for developing countries in areas such as short-term projects,
space law and policy, and the design of micro and cube satellites.
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Relying on this UN institution, China has trained nearly 1,000 space professionals, according
to a white paper released by the country in 2022.

China deems the peaceful exploration, development and utilization of outer space as rights
equally enjoyed by all countries, the white paper stressed.

"As a major spacefaring nation, it is our country's responsibility to provide a platform for
scientists and peers from countries around the world," Wu Weiren said.

"Space is a shared domain, a common dream, and a collective treasure for humanity," said
Chinese astronaut Zhai Zhigang who made history as the country's first person to conduct a
spacewalk. "Our aspiration to build and seek new homes in space is a testament to the unity
and relentless efforts of global space pioneers."

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0907/c90000-20216290.html

September 09, 2024
People’s Daily

Pakistani scholars hail China's modernization, envision CPEC cooperation

Tang Binhui

KARACHI, Pakistan, Sept. 7 (Xinhua) -- The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is
beneficial for both countries as it creates many trade opportunities and helps Pakistan to
speed up the industrialization drive, Nadira Panjwani, chairperson of the Karachi-based
Karachi Council on Foreign Relations (KCFR), has said.

Addressing a seminar hosted by KCFR on Friday, the chairperson said the CPEC was a
flagship project symbolizing tremendous potentials that exist for trade and regional
connectivity.

The expert said friendship between Pakistan and China is unbreakable, adding that as the
world undergoes transformative changes and the global geopolitical landscape evolves, the
two countries need to strengthen cooperation and strive to build a more interconnected,
peaceful and sustainable world.

Talking to Xinhua on the occasion, Habib Paracha, a member of KCFR and a film producer,
said that China's modernization shows the world how a populous country alleviated poverty.

"Pakistan should make good use of its resource advantages and learn from China's experience
to solve the problem of unbalanced development and gradually move toward modernization,"
he said.

Paracha said that agricultural cooperation between Pakistan and China should be broader,
adding that it would benefit the Pakistani people, and the two countries should continue to
strengthen cultural exchanges to promote mutual understanding.

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0907/c90000-20216290.html
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Speaking at the event, Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong said that China is
willing to strengthen exchanges on state governance with Pakistan and work together to
promote the modernization of both countries.

Launched in 2013, the CPEC, a flagship project of the China-proposed Belt and Road
Initiative, is a corridor linking Gwadar Port in southwest Pakistan's Balochistan province with
Kashgar in northwest China's Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, which highlights energy,
transport and industrial cooperation in the first phase, while the new phase expands to
agriculture and livelihood, among others.

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0909/c90000-20216745.html

African nations see China as reliable partner

Edith Mutethya, Chen Weihua and Xu Weiwei

The pledge by President Xi Jinping to work with Africa to implement the 10-point
partnership action plan to advance modernization has reaffirmed the country's commitment to
Africa, according to experts.

Xi made the pledge in his keynote speech at the 2024 Summit of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation in Beijing on Thursday.

The speech also depicted China as a reliable development partner for the continent, the
experts said.

Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, CEO of the Asian Institute of Eco-civilization Research and
Development in Pakistan, called the speech a ray of hope for African people amid
challenging times.

He said that President Xi has proposed a way to assist Africa in solving the problems of
poverty and food insecurity, improve healthcare, and pave the way for a peaceful, prosperous,
and future-oriented society.

China is ready to assist Africa with concrete programs and financing resources without any
strings attached or lectures, Ahmad said.

He added that the partnership action plan is designed to be inclusive and respect diversity in
terms of governance systems, cultures, and preferences, ensuring that all African nations are
considered and respected in the partnership.

Alex Vines, director of the Africa program at the Chatham House think tank, lauded the 10
priority areas of the action plan including health, agriculture, employment, and security,
saying they are all important for Africa.

China pledged 360 billion yuan ($50.7 billion) of financial support to Africa over the next
three years, higher than the amount pledged at the 2021 FOCAC Summit. Vines said the
increase is good news for the continent.

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0909/c90000-20216745.html
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Michael Borchmann, former director-general for international affairs of the German state of
Hessen, said he was impressed by President Xi's words that "the friendship between China
and Africa transcends time and space, surmounts mountains and oceans and passes down
through generations".

Citing examples of African nations helping the People's Republic of China restore its lawful
seat in the United Nations in the early 1970s, and China helping to build the Tanzania-
Zambia Railway, Borchmann said, "There are many examples of close and fruitful
cooperation, including under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative."

"One basic reason that China is so much appreciated in Africa is mutual respect," Borchmann
said.

"A former Chad president expressed it with fitting words: China does not behave to Africa as
a know-it-all teacher, but with deep respect. And this is appreciated in Africa very much," he
added.

Tarek Saidi, editor-in-chief of the Echaab Journal of Tunisia, said that modernization
accounted for a significant portion of Xi's speech, underscoring China's strong focus on the
issue.

"Chinese modernization is built on mutual help, solidarity, and community, in stark contrast
to the Western model, which is rooted in colonization and individualism," he said. "The
speech called for advancing modernization, featuring diversity and inclusiveness, which I
think holds great importance, as they reflect the universal values of mankind."

Saidi said the speech also highlighted China's commitment to supporting African countries
through the partnership action plan, including development cooperation and people-to-people
exchanges.

"The two sides have large room for collaboration, as the Belt and Road Initiative could spur
synergy with the African Union's Agenda 2063, with an aim to foster a new form of
modernization that is just and equitable," he said.

Deniz Istikbal, an economics researcher at the Foundation for Political, Economic and Social
Research in Turkiye, said that in partnership with Africa, China focuses on mutually
beneficial cooperation, by which it imports natural resources from Africa and exports
processed goods back to the continent. Istikbal said that China has established itself as the
largest foreign trade and investment partner of the African continent, with its direct
investment in Africa exceeding $40 billion by the end of last year.

The trade volume between China and Africa reached $282 billion in 2023, reflecting the
deepening of economic ties, he said.

Istikbal said that China also plays a crucial role in financing the continent's development
needs, offering a significant alternative to Western financial institutions.

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0909/c90000-20216482.html

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0909/c90000-20216482.html
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September 11, 2024
Xinhua News

Interview: Pakistan's cooperation with China on AI education to boost
global competitiveness, says senior official

Misbah Saba Malik, Jiang Chao

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 10 (Xinhua) -- Pakistan is in the process of introducing advanced
artificial intelligence (AI)-based education in schools, with cooperation from China to play a
vital role in this initiative, Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani, secretary of Pakistan's Ministry of
Federal Education and Professional Training, has said.

Pakistan is gearing up to send 1,000 faculty members to China for PhD education in AI, and
upon return, they will serve in Pakistan and train students in AI, enabling the country to excel
in AI technologies in the next decade, Wani told Xinhua in a recent interview.

He said that Chinese language learning has also been introduced in schools, and currently, the
first batch was underway in which 1,000 students were learning Chinese language in different
schools in the capital.

The students are very enthusiastic about learning the new language, which is also a pathway
for them to pursue higher education in China, he said.

"Chinese language is not a language, but a skill, (and) it will not only help young students to
have an extra tool for communication but also enhance their cognitive abilities and global
opportunities," he added.

The official said that Chinese language will help Pakistani students to understand the culture
of China, and bring them closer to their neighboring country.

"Currently, those who have visited China have first-hand knowledge of the country, and by
learning the language, young students will be excited to explore even more about China, its
values, culture and environment. This cultural understanding will bring Pakistan and China
closer together, and these students will become future ambassadors of Pakistan-China
relations," he added.

Talking about literacy rate in Pakistan, Wani said that about 60 percent of the population
were literate in the country, and the government's target is to raise this rate to 99 percent, for
which the National Education Emergency has been declared to address the challenges.

"Under the initiative, learning quality is being improved, and we are emphasizing skill
education because skill leads to more employability, more economic development," he added.

He said that the government is embedding technology in primary and middle schools so that
kids can have more offline and online access to globally acceptable quality learning material
for better learning outcomes in the coming months and years.
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"We have introduced a school meals program to ensure that children receive better nutrition,
which in turn helps improve their learning outcomes. Additionally, we have implemented a
sports education initiative and designed an AI-based computer curriculum for both primary
and secondary schools," he said.

The measures being taken will have far-reaching effects, and after 10 years or so, Pakistani
students of public schools will be able to compete with international students in the fields of
information technology, science and math, he said.

https://english.news.cn/20240911/3004da1e994d4f6b9f548255db8e92c0/c.html

September 12, 2024
Global Times

Eastern Economic Forum 2024 Recap (Part II)
The Forum was attended by 1,515 media representatives from Russia and 10 other countries,
namely (Bosnia and Herzegovina, the UK, Vietnam, Italy, China, Malaysia, Pakistan, Saudi

Arabia, Switzerland, and Japan.

Agreements
At the Forum, 313 agreements were signed for a total of RUBLE 5.569 trillion
(approximately $61 billion, including agreements whose amount is not a commercial secret,
and non-public agreements between the Far East and Arctic Development Corporation and
the Ministry for the Development of the Russian Far East and Arctic for a total of RUBLE
3.825 trillion), including 27 agreements with foreign organizations, 15 with ministries and
agencies, and two during the Falcon Day International Forum.

Additionally, the Roscongress Foundation and RUSAL, Russia's aluminum giant, reached an
agreement to offset the carbon footprint of the EEF 2024. The company donated part of the
carbon units it received as a result of a project to protect forests against fires in the
Krasnoyarsk Territory. The carbon footprint of the EEF 2024 will be offset using the Thread
of Nature platform, which can conduct transactions with carbon units and quota fulfillment
units based on a marketplace principle.

Far East street exhibition

On the embankment of Ajax Bay, 11 regions of the Far East presented their key projects and
achievements in various fields. The Ministry of Sport of the Russian Federation pavilion and
Sports Arena hosted the “Developing the Far East!” joint exposition of the Far East and
Arctic Development Corporation and the Ministry for the Development of the Russian Far
East and Arctic, while the Tourism.RF regional development corporation had its own
pavilion as well.

The Falcon House pavilion introduced guests to birds of the falcon family, their habitats,
behavioural features, threats to the population, and measures being taken by the government
to preserve these predators. For the second year, the exhibition included the Arab Village

https://english.news.cn/20240911/3004da1e994d4f6b9f548255db8e92c0/c.html
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exposition, which was timed to coincide with the second Falcon Day International Forum.
The exposition is dedicated to the culture and specific features of the Arabian Peninsula. In
addition, for the first time, the Primorsky Territory opened a Fish Market at the Far East
Street exhibition, where guests were presented with Far Eastern cuisine, including signature
dishes made from pollock, scallop, crab, and mussels.

The “Time to Live in the Far East” flash mob was held as part of the opening ceremony.

The exhibition was organized by the Roscongress Foundation with the support from the
Office of the Plenipotentiary Representative of the Russian President in the Far Eastern
Federal District.

In addition, the “Welcome to the Far East” exhibition took place with the attendance of nine
federal executive bodies and the Republic of Tatarstan.
BRICS Creative Innovation Forum

The EEF also hosted the BRICS Creative Innovation Forum, which was organized by the
Innosocium Foundation, the social platform of the Roscongress Foundation. Nine discussion
sessions were held on how to develop a human-based approach to innovation that combines
consumer demand, technological capabilities, and the needs of businesses. In light of
Russia’s BRICS chairmanship, all the main focuses of the Forum programme were prepared
with an emphasis on how to thoroughly intensify interaction with BRICS countries in culture
and art. The key event was the plenary session “New Russian Cultural Code: The Art of
Preserving, Rethinking, and Transforming.”

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319716.shtml

China calls for pooling strength for peace at Beijing Xiangshan Forum

Chinese military practices GSI, promotes pragmatic, open co-op

Liu Xuanzun, Wang Qi and Li Aixin

The 11th Beijing Xiangshan Forum entered its second day on Friday with an official opening
ceremony highlighted by a congratulatory letter from Chinese President Xi Jinping and a
keynote speech by Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun, as the keyword "peace" became the
dominant theme of the event.

In his congratulatory letter, Xi pointed out that in the face of global changes of a magnitude
not seen in a century and the expectations of people around the world for security and
stability, China has been practicing the Global Security Initiative, continuously consolidating
consensus among all parties, promoting the elimination of the root causes of international
conflicts, improving global security governance and making unremitting efforts to build a
world of lasting peace and universal security.

He expressed the hope that the current forum will continue to uphold the spirit of equality,
openness, inclusiveness and mutual learning; foster broad consensus and deepen mutual trust;
and make new and greater contributions to collectively addressing global security challenges

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319716.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/author/Reporter-Liu-Xuanzun.html
https://www.globaltimes.cn/author/Reporter-Wang-Qi.html
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and promoting the building of a human community with a shared future.

Dong said in the keynote speech that in the face of the changes of a magnitude not seen in a
century, we must embrace mutual respect and sincerity, seek common ground while reserving
differences, foster an open and inclusive environment, and achieve win-win cooperation and
mutual success, collectively exploring a long-term path for harmonious coexistence.

Within an inseparable security community, we should share responsibilities, pursue common
development, promote security through unity and mutual assistance, and seek a new security
approach based on the greatest common denominator rather than the interests of small groups,
said the Chinese defense minister in the speech on Friday.

Facing turmoil and conflict, we must maintain our confidence in political solutions, uphold
an objective and fair stance, and adopt a holistic approach to addressing both symptoms and
root causes, Dong said, calling for the accumulation of positive strength for peace and
stability and the common advocation for a multipolar world characterized by equality and
order.

The Chinese military firmly practices the Global Security Initiative and is willing to join
hands with armed forces from all countries to build a new type of security partnership,
advance pragmatic and open military cooperation, enhance security governance in emerging
fields, and jointly provide safeguards for high-quality development, so as to make new and
greater contributions to building a community with a shared future for mankind and to
maintaining world peace and security together, Dong said.

Positive atmosphere

The security and defense forum being held in Beijing from Thursday to Saturday has been
well received by participants from different countries, which find themselves supporting the
ideas of the China-proposed Global Security Initiative, as the forum provides a positive
atmosphere to discuss common challenges.

Lye Liang Fook, a senior fellow at the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute from Singapore, told the
Global Times at the forum that he was impressed by Dong's speech, as the Chinese defense
minister emphasized the importance for countries in the region to collaborate based on their
own national interests.

Lye noted that Dong did not address specific disputes in his speech, and his message was
instead about focusing on the bigger picture. While existing disputes do exist, responsible
countries should manage them and work to keep tensions low. This approach would open up
more opportunities for cooperation based on common interests, of which there are many, Lye
said.

"Hopefully the world is coming together more and agrees on more things in order to be able
to tackle common challenges, and we need common solutions, and we need to work together.
And I think global initiatives are really what is needed to do that," Lampros Stergioulas,
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UNESCO Chair in AI and Data Science for Society and a professor of Data Science at The
Hague University of Applied Sciences, the Netherlands, told the Global Times at the forum.

I Gusti Agung Wesaka Puja, Executive Director of the ASEAN Institute for Peace and
Reconciliation and a former permanent representative of Indonesia to the UN, said he sensed
how China is trying to contribute to peace, not just with its neighboring countries, but
globally. "From my observations, this forum plays a crucial role in fostering dialogue, which
is fundamental for building understanding and mutual trust. Dialogue and mutual
understanding are, I believe, the essence of peace. From what I observed, the communication
at this forum has been very positive, creating a vibrant and creative atmosphere. During this
forum, discussions are very open, which is crucial for ensuring that no aspect is overlooked,"
Puja told the Global Times. Adeel Jamaluddin Khan, visiting professor of the National
Defense University of Pakistan, noted that the Global Security Initiative is inclusive to the
developing world. "For us in the Middle East and in South Asia, like I am from Pakistan, it is
very relevant, it is important to us, whereas if you compare it with the rest of the security
forums, they discuss the issues of the Western world alone." Over 1,800 guests are attending
the forum, including official representatives from more than 100 countries and international
organizations, as well as experts, scholars, and observers from various nations.

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319818.shtml

September 14, 2024
People’s Daily

Senior Chinese military official meets foreign guests attending Beijing
Xiangshan Forum

BEIJING, Sept. 13 (Xinhua) -- He Weidong, vice chairman of the Central Military
Commission, on Friday met with foreign guests from Myanmar, South Africa and Pakistan,
who are in Beijing for the ongoing 11th Beijing Xiangshan Forum.

While meeting with Tin Aung San, Myanmar's deputy prime minister and union minister for
defense, He said that the Chinese military is willing to work with the Myanmar side to
enhance pragmatic cooperation and safeguard the security and stability of the two countries'
border areas.

During his meeting with Angie Motshekga, South Africa's minister of defense and military
veterans, He said that the two countries' militaries should engage in deeper, more solid
cooperation and work together to protect global fairness and justice.

When meeting Sahir Shamshad Mirza, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee of the
Pakistan Army, he pledged to work with Pakistan to shield the two countries' strategic
interests, as well as regional peace and stability.

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0914/c90000-20219275.html

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319818.shtml
http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0914/c90000-20219275.html
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September 15, 2024
People’s Daily

Global South plays larger role in world peace, security

BEIJING, Sept. 14 (Xinhua) -- The Global South, including China, is playing an increasingly
pivotal role in world peace and security, according to officials, strategists and scholars from
around the world who participated in the 11th Beijing Xiangshan Forum this week.

At a time when the world faces increasingly interconnected challenges, the theme of this
year's forum, "Promoting Peace for a Shared Future," is a "powerful reminder of our
collective responsibility" in the world security system, which includes the responsibility of
the Global South, said Kamal Gunaratne, defense secretary of Sri Lanka, at the forum.

In recent years, the collective rise of the Global South countries has gained remarkable
momentum, playing a pivotal and constructive role in advancing human progress and serving
as a key force for global peace and development. This year's Beijing Xiangshan Forum was
attended by more than 1,800 guests from over 100 countries and international organizations,
including many from the Global South countries.

"Asia, Africa and Latin America have all put forward important initiatives to strengthen
political and economic cooperation, promote stability, and foster prosperity. The Global
South is now more important than ever," said Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Tea Seiha.

The Global South also faces many common challenges. The United States emphasizes
absolute security and employs strategies that pressure other countries to take sides, placing
many Global South countries under strain, said Jia Qingguo, a professor with the School of
International Studies at Peking University.

"The Global South nations are increasingly safeguarding their common interests through
strengthened cooperation, becoming more prominent in the global security system and
playing an increasingly important role," said Jia.

In 2023, the Group of 20 (G20) members agreed to accept the African Union (AU) as a new
member in an effort to give a greater voice and more representation to developing countries.
Six countries, namely Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, were invited to become new BRICS members, an expansion marking a historical
milestone in strengthening both the momentum of BRICS cooperation and the solidarity of
the Global South.

"There are too many armed conflicts in the world today. When it comes to humanitarian
issues, the Global South is strongly engaged with the Red Cross and playing a more and more
important role," said Andrew Carswell, a delegate of the International Committee of the Red
Cross.
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In the face of the expectations of people around the world for security and stability, China, a
member of the Global South, has been practicing the Global Security Initiative (GSI),
continuously consolidating consensus among all parties, promoting the elimination of the root
causes of international conflicts and improving global security governance.

"The GSI proposed by China helps the Global South build a balanced, effective and
sustainable security framework, thereby achieving universal security and common security,"
said Jean Christophe Iseux von Pfetten, chairman of the Institute for East-West Strategic
Studies in Britain. He has lived in China for a long time and believes that China is a crucial
force in promoting world peace and security.

"China has been continuously playing a significant role in various fields, including security
within the Global South," said Joseph Kahama, secretary general of the Tanzania-China
Friendship Promotion Association. Over the years, Kahama has frequently traveled between
China and Africa annually, witnessing how China and Africa achieved win-win cooperation
and tackled challenges together.

At the 2024 Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) last week, 10
partnership actions for modernization to deepen China-Africa cooperation, including one on
promoting common security, were announced. Kahama noted that the actions demonstrate
China's commitment to contributing to the common security of the Global South.

"Connectivity and communication are crucial for enhancing stability and security. The Belt
and Road Initiative proposed by China exemplifies this, especially through the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor, which has brought significant benefits to Pakistan and
underscores China's important role in the Global South," said Zafar Nawaz Jaspal, a professor
of politics and international relations at Pakistan's Quaid-i-Azam University.

"If the three key initiatives proposed by China, namely the Global Development Initiative, the
GSI and the Global Civilization Initiative, can be well implemented, I believe the world will
become more harmonious and orderly, with fewer conflicts and more win-win cooperation,"
Jaspal added.

"Hosting the Beijing Xiangshan Forum demonstrates China's open and inclusive attitude.
Although some international conflicts may not directly be resolved at the forum, China
provides a platform for dialogue and communication, allowing different countries to
understand each other's positions. This, in itself, is a significant contribution to global peace
and security," said David Chen, an affiliated researcher of the Asia Society Policy Institute's
Center for China Analysis.

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0915/c90000-20219852.html

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0915/c90000-20219852.html
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